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PAIN ASSESSMENT/REASSESSMENT 

1. PAIN REASSESSMENT Times 

 
 
• PCA Reassessment – refer to PCA Policy & Assessment 

• PCA-At a minimum, the RN will assess and reassess 
Vital Signs, Pain Assessment, and Sedation Scale (RASS) 

• At Baseline 
• Within 15 minutes of set up 
• Every 2 hours for 8 hours, then 
• Every 4 hours & as needed 

 
• PCA-Change in Dose OR Rescue dose 

Vital Signs, Pain Assessment, and Sedation Scale (RASS) 
• Within 15 minutes of ANY prescription change or rescue dose 

 
• PCA-Every 4 hours document in the EMR 

• Number of Demand doses received 
• Number of Attempted doses 
• Volume infused 
• Reservoir (bag) volume 

 
• Palliative Care/End-Of Life Reassessment 

• MD/Provider orders drug, dose, vital signs, outcome (comfort & relaxed breathing) 
• eMAR Cosign:  Bag hang or change 
• Handoff @ Shift & Transfer (order verified, drug, type of infusion, LIB) 
• IV Spreadsheet: Dose, rate change, amount Infused 

 
 

2. OPIOID REASSESSMENT using RASS (Richmond Agitation-Sedation Scale) 
Following OPIOID administration, reassessment includes the RASS scale.  
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3. WASTE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 

4. WASTE DOCUMENTATION IN ADC/PYXIS 
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5. PAIN MANAGEMENT SCALES 

 
 
PAIN-AD Scale 
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FLACC Scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. SPECIAL SITUATIONS 
 
Critical Care Pain Observation Tool (CPOT) 
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7. NON-PHARMACOLOGIC TREATMENT 
 

 
 

8. BEDSIDE REFERENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


