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Today’s Goal: To improve the attendees’ experience with accessing library resources 
and increase awareness of the library’s services. 

Upon Completion of this session, attendees will be able to:

• Demonstrate how to access full-text content and other library resources.

• Explain what services the librarians provide 

• Identify specific resources in the library’s collection that support program goals 
and clinical practice.



To access EMIL, the Electronic Medical Information Library, from the 
Northwell Intranet page, simply click on Quick links
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EMIL Library Services Landing Page
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• The majority of the 
Northwell Health Libraries’ 
Collection is digital, very 
few print items 

• The landing page is the 
gateway to access: 

• E-Journals
• E-books 
• Full-text Content
• Research Databases
• Mobile App 

instructions 
• Library Service 

Requests  



EMIL - The Basics
Learn about the library’s 
resources, services, and 
access instructions on how to 
find full-text content from 
our E-books and E-journals. 

How Do I Do That? These 
guides introduce you to 
practice specific resources 
available in our collection, 
and more

Resource Tabs connect you 
to the library’s most popular 
information guides and 
asynchronous training tools. 

The EMIL Library User Guide

The EMIL Library User Guide was created to assist the Northwell Health 
community with navigating and using the library’s website independently, 

whenever and wherever they need to. 

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/EM
IL_LibraryUserGuides

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/EMIL_LibraryUserGuides


There are several ways to locate full-text content on EMIL. The most popular methods: 

Library catalog Library links LibKey 

• You can use the Find and Article or a Book link which will take you into the library’s 
catalog 

• Here you can type in the title of the book or journal you are looking to retrieve 
information from, and select the database that corresponds to the content you are 
looking for. 

I Need To: Find an Article or Book 
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Finding Full-Text  Journal Articles 
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If you are running a search in Google 
Scholar or PubMed, you can connect 
to the library’s full-text content 
directly by using the: 

• GoogleScholar@Northwell
OR

• PubMed@Northwell 

from the EMIL landing page
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PubMed@Northwell and GoogleScholar@Northwell

• In PubMed you will notice the following icon: 

• In GoogleScholar you will notice the following link: 

• By clicking on the icon in PubMed and the link in GoogleScholar, a search 
will automatically run to try and locate the full-text within the library’s 
holdings. A link to the content will be provided or you will be prompted to 
submit an interlibrary loan request if it is not available.  

Finding Full-Text  Journal Articles 



Example of Full Text in Google Scholar
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Example of Full Text in PubMed
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Note PMID & 
DOI for LibKey 

Searches

Remember to 
always access 

PubMed through 
the Northwell 

Intranet either on 
campus or 

through the 
MyRemote Access. 
Only then will you 
be able to access 
the full-text of an 

article. 



• When you run a search in PubMed or in another research database, along with the article citation, you may also find a 
PubMed ID (PMID) or a Digital Object Identifier (DOI).

• A PMID is a unique number assigned to each article discoverable in PubMed the same way a DOI is a used to permanently 
identify an article or document and link to it on the web. 

• The LibKey Lookup tool on the EMIL landing page allows you to discover if the library has access to the full-text of that article 
by using one of these two unique identifiers. Enter either the PMID or DOI in the search box, and select “Find Article”
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Finding Full-Text Articles – Using LibKey



I Need To: Library Services Requests
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The Librarians provide a number of services to  support the hospital communities 
they serve.

• These services can be requested in the left navigation. 

• Request an Interlibrary Loan – requests contents the library does not own, but 
that you need is requested and purchased on your behalf. 

• Request a Literature Search – having  trouble on a research topic, or need an 
article to assist you with a  clinical decision? A librarian will jump in to assist you 
with your literature search inquiry. 

• Request a Systematic Review – Submit the parameters of your systematic review 
project, and a librarian will work with you to build the search strategy, 
understand reference management and setup Covidence, a proprietary  
systematic review platform. 

• Find Library Classes – request an on-demand class for you and your team 
members about advanced search techniques, ORCID, using Endnote, etc., 

• Access the Library User Guides – New!



Request an Article, Book, Book Chapter 

• Allows the clinician to submit a 
request for an article or book 
chapter they cannot locate in our 
subscriptions 

• Clinician can indicate if the article is 
needed to treat a patient, which 
expedites the request 

• The more information about the 
content that is provided the easier 
it will be to locate

• Contact information is crucial for 
questions



Request a Literature Search  

Request a Literature Search
Form - http://bit.ly/LitSearchRequest

• Allows the clinician to submit a 
request for a literature search to be 
completed by a librarian on their 
research topic 

• Clinician can indicate if the search is 
needed to treat a patient, which 
expedites the request 

• The more information about the 
content that is provided the easier it 
will be to execute the search

• Contact information is crucial for 
questions, if additional information is 
needed to execute the search. 

http://bit.ly/LitSearchRequest


Systematic Review Consultation and Service

• Allows the clinician to submit 
systematic review topic/ question

• Triggers a systematic review 
consultation with access to 
guidelines and what to expect in 
the process 

• Review of Bibliographic managers 
such as EndNote and Zotero are 
discussed. 

• Access to Covidence a web-based 
software platform that streamlines 
the planning and 
implementation of systematic 
reviews and meta-analyses is also 
discussed.



Optimizing your Medical Library 

• Much like today’s presentation was customized for this group, we collaborate with nurses throughtout the 
healthcare system on instructional programming covering but not limited to: 

• Evidence Based Practice 
• Workshops on accessing Library resources and getting started with research
• Workshops on using Citation Managers and manuscript matchers
• Expert Searching Tips across various databases 
• Journal Selection and evaluation for a manuscript 

• One-on–one instruction can also be arranged to assist you with individual information needs, by 
appointment. 

Instructional and Educational Services 
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How can my librarian help? 

• Librarians help researchers and scholars navigate the 
ever-changing landscape of publishing and 
information policies.

• Therefore librarians are instrumental in assisting 
researchers with understanding copyright, open 
access, the peer review process and predatory 
publishing. 

• Librarians can also provide the proper training on the 
use of reference management software and 
manuscript matching tools, as well as explain the 
relevance of altimetrics and impact factor.

Librarians and the Publishing Experience 
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Additional Resources



Drug Information Resources 
Micromedex is an online evidence-based database providing referenced information 
about drugs, toxicology, diseases, acute care, and alternative medicine 

• The official formulary drug resource for Northwell
• CareNotes® (pt education resource) provides easy to understand patient 

education materials on a variety of patient conditions, patient care, medical 
procedures and testing. Available in 13 languages with ability to customize to 
specific patient needs

• Drug interaction, IV compatibility, Drug comparison databases etc. 
Lexicomp a comprehensive clinical database that provides access to current drug  and 
disease information. Features include drug identification, drug dosing calculation  AHFS 
content, patient education materials, and more. Very strong for geriatrics and pediatrics. 

American Hospital Formulary Service Accessible through Statref on EMIL. 
Comprehensive source of  evaluative, evidence-based drug information, interpretation of 
various claims of drug efficacy. Excellent drug classification system. 
More Mobile Apps: http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_MobileResources/a-z
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http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_MobileResources/a-z


Point of Care Tools
• Point-of-care tools are clinical decision support systems. Authored by medical experts, entries provide brief 

summaries and graded recommendations of the evidence on a variety of topics. All resources below have the 
following features:  Mobile apps compatible with most devices to find evidence while on the go, direct links to 
full-text via our Northwell Health Library collection of e-resources,  CME Credit and Patient education materials
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• A Reference manager with ability to organize 
references by style, deduplicate references, ability to 
download from most databases including Google 
Scholar. 

• Ability to ‘cite while you write’ which enables you to 
import references from Endnote into a manuscript

• Ability to share references with other Endnote users

• A desktop version is only available on a Northwell 
device but if you are faculty you can access it on your 
device through Hofstra

• The Endnote Web version is accessible on EMIL’s  
library page via Web of Science 

• Click here for further instructions on how to access 
https://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_EndNote
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https://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_EndNote


BrowZine Create your customized bookshelf of journal table 
of contents and specific articles with BrowZine.  Access full 
text of articles to which Northwell Health subscribes or are 
open access.  Use BrowZine for convenient and fast browsing 
and current awareness of scholarly literature.  

Features include: 

• access to all subscribed content which includes, 
older and current content on a desktop and 
your mobile device. 

• ability to store as many journals as you’d like 
on your bookshelf 

• Ability to access content and save full-text 
content to your or forward to email for saving 
mobile devices

• Authenticate by Northwell email address
• Instructions: http://bit.ly/SetupBrowzine

Other ways to access content– Bypassing the Vportal/Intranet

http://bit.ly/SetupBrowzine


Mobile Apps
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Downloadable applications(apps) are 
available for mobile devices

Click here to access 

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_MobileResources/a-z

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_MobileResources/a-z


I Need To: Find a Resource by Subject
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Finding a resource by subject groups the library’s content according to 
the subject or specialty, to assist with locating relevant resources faster. 



Zucker School of Medicine/Northwell LibGuides
Addressing Racism and Promoting Allyship
This guide provides resources on addressing racism and promoting 
allyship. The guide also lists the resources used for the ZSOM Summer 
Book Series on Race and Racism.

Copyright Resources
Guide to help navigate copyright law and compliance for students and 
faculty. Includes information on citing sources, using copyrighted works in 
curriculum materials, and fair use.

COVID-19
A collection of the most recent and impactful literature to respond to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. This guide will be continuously updated.

Covidence
A web-based software platform that streamlines the production of 
systematic reviews and meta-analyses. The link will provide information 
on newly registering or connecting an existing Covidence account to the 
institutional license.

Data Management
The resources in this guide provide information on best practices for 
managing data.

Faculty Author Collection
Guide to the Zucker School of Medicine's Faculty Author Collection.

Literature Searching
This guide provides basic information on literature searching and 
evidence-based medicine.

Mobile Resources
Guide to webpages and mobile applications specifically for handheld 
devices.

ORCID
Guide to assist you in creating, connecting, and managing an ORCID 
profile.

Scientific Writing
The resources in this guide are provided to assist you in the scientific 
writing process.
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https://medicine.hofstra.edu/library/libguides.html

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/antiracism
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_CopyrightResources
https://libguides.hofstra.edu/Northwell/ZSOM/COVID-19_Information
https://libguides.hofstra.edu/covidence/home
https://libguides.hofstra.edu/DataManagement
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_FacultyAuthorCollection
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/literaturesearching
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_MobileResources
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/SOM_ORCID
http://libguides.hofstra.edu/ScientificWriting
https://medicine.hofstra.edu/library/libguides.html


The Hierarchy of Evidence
• .



The Hierarchy of Evidence
• Meta-Analysis: A systematic review that uses quantitative methods to summarize the results.
• Systematic Review: Authors have systematically searched for, appraised, and summarized all of the 

medical literature for a specific topic.
• Critically Appraised Topic: Authors evaluate and synthesize multiple research studies.
• Critically Appraised Articles: Authors evaluate and synopsize individual research studies.
• Randomized Controlled Trials: Include a randomized group of patients in an experimental group and 

a control group. These groups are followed up for the variables/outcomes of interest.
• Cohort Study: Identifies two groups (cohorts) of patients, one which did receive the exposure of 

interest, and one which did not, and following these cohorts forward for the outcome of interest.
• Case-Control Study: Identifies patients who have the outcome of interest (cases) and control 

patients without the same outcome, and looks for exposure of interest. Usually retrospective
• Background Information/Expert Opinion: Handbooks, encyclopedias, and textbooks often provide a 

good foundation or introduction and often include generalized information about a condition.  While 
background information presents a convenient summary, often it takes about three years for this 
type of literature to be published.

• Animal Research/Lab Studies: Information begins at the bottom of the pyramid: this is where ideas 
and laboratory research takes place. Ideas turn into therapies and diagnostic tools, which then are 
tested with lab models and animals.



PICO   https://tinyurl.com/4cj5dewp

https://tinyurl.com/4cj5dewp


Searching with Boolean operators
• Remember OR is MORE usually used for terms that are synonyms or similar terms
eg. Kitten or kittens or kitties – reference will have either kitten, kittens, or kitties

• Remember when you use ‘AND’ the reference MUST have both terms co-occur in the article 
eg. Puppy AND kitten – the reference MUST have both puppy and kitten in article.



PICO Question
• P (patient/population)=  Inpatients or hospitalized 

• I(Intervention) = temperature measurement

• C=different methods of temperature measurement

• O=more accurate temperature measurement



Keywords

1. Thermometer* or thermograph* or temperature* 
2. Reliabil* or accuracy or accurate or sensitivit* or 

precis* Measur* or monitor* or assess* or valid*
3. Inpatient* or hospital*



PubMed is a biomedical database which includes titles, 
abstracts and medical subject headings (not full text) 
to medical, nursing, dental, veterinary, health care, 
and preclinical sciences journal articles. 

Full text is available by clicking on icon to the right of 
each reference. Northwell does not own every single 
journal so remember to come through the Intranet to 
the library’s portal to obtain full text. Use Interlibrary 
loan for articles we don’t own

Start with Advanced Search





Combining your keywords



Combining your search terms



Pubmed retrieval – first limited to Systematic 
reviews



Full text 



• CINAHL stands for the Cumulative Index of 
Nursing and Allied Health Literature . 
The CINAHL Plus with Full Text database 
provides full text for 768 journals, and indexing 
for 5,000 journals from the fields of nursing 
and allied health. 

• The database will automatically send the PDFs 
of the full text journals directly to your email 
(only journals that we subscribe to)



CINAHL 



Limiting to systematic reviews and 
nursing journals



PubMed vs Google Scholar
PubMed is the National Library of Medicine's online 
database for searching biomedical and life sciences 
literature. It is one of the most up to date, 
comprehensive, and powerful databases for finding 
scholarly literature. It can filter by age type, gender, 
publication type, language, etc. Use 
Pubmed@Northwell on the library’s portal to 
connect to our full text subscriptions. 
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Google Scholar retrieves both published AND 
unpublished literature from a range of disciplines. 
Not everything retrieved is peer reviewed. This may 
explain the greater overall number of records found 
per search in Google Scholar.



“Google can bring you back 
100,000 answers. A 
LIBRARIAN can bring you 
back the right one.”

~ Neil Gaiman

Always remember to access the library portal either through the 
Northwell Intranet or via the MyRemote Access to avail yourself 

of full-text. 

Please refer to these frequently asked questions regarding access 
to EMIL remotely including printing, saving etc. 

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/ld.php?content_id=53230757

Thank You!

Janice Lester, MLS

Reference and Education Librarian

jlester1@northwell.edu

https://libguides.hofstra.edu/ld.php?content_id=53230757
mailto:jlester1@northwell.edu
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