
The Ancient World 
 
How do historians and archaeologists find out about the past? 
 
Firstly, a historian is someone who studies history, and an archaeologist is someone who studies 
human history through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts. Historians use a range of 
sources (see Source Analysis PDF), and archaeologists use a range of dating techniques. 
 

What are dating techniques? 
 
Dating techniques are methods of figuring out how old an object is. Read the excerpts below to find 
out more about certain dating techniques. 

 



 
 
Answer the following questions about dating techniques on a computer or in an exercise book. 
 

1. Which dating technique do you think is the most reliable or accurate. Provide evidence to 
support your answer and explain why you think that. 

2. Do some research on your own (without just googling the answer) and try make an educated 
guess on the age of the sphinx. Support your answer with evidence and explain why you 
came to that answer. 

 

Why is it important to preserve our own history? 
 
There is a famous quote by a man called George Santayana about history. It is “those who do not 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” This means that if you do not learn or preserve our 
own history, you will end up repeating it. This means that things like wars, racism, and crimes 
against humanity will keep happening until everyone learns our history. That means that we need to 
keep our own history safe otherwise Indigenous people and Torres Strait Islanders will be killed like 
earlier in Australia’s history. 


