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Starfighter’'s Second Life

A former ltalian Air Force TF-104G,
MM54258, construction number 583H-
5209, model 583-10-20 — which was
retired from service in 2004 — has taken to
the air again.

The aircraft, now registered N991SF, flew
after work by Starfighters Aerospace, which
operates from the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida. The Starfighter took off on
January 27 from the Shuttle Landing
Facility with Starfighters Aerospace CEO
and founder Rick Svetkoff as well as chief
pilot Piercarlo Ciacchi (formerly of the

Starfighters Aerospace TF-104G, N991SF, on
its take-off run © Starfighters Aerospace, Matt
Haskell Photography @mhaskellphoto

Frecce Tricolori and an ex-lItalian Air Force
F-104 pilot) aboard, supported by crew
chief Sean Freitag.

Svetkoff said after the flight: “She flew like
a dream. It was amazing, the airplane flew
like a rocket ship.”

Starfighters Aerospace is the only
commercial operator of the F-104 in the
world and performs a variety of services
to customers, including microgravity

experiments, pre-launch space payload
testing/qualification, suborbital spaceflight
simulation, air-launch of microsatellites
and avionics testing/qualification. The
company has been most notable,
previously, for its airshow involvement,
flying as the Starfighter demo team.

The company also provides training for
licensed pilots. Through an FAA Letter of
Deviation Authority, licensed pilots can pay
to fly the aircraft and receive type-specific
training. Starfighters Aerospace operates a
fleet of seven F-104s. Matt Haskell

UK Extends

As part of measures to prevent the spread
of new variants of the COVID-19 virus,
from January 29, the UK added the United
Arab Emirates, Burundi and Rwanda to the
‘Red List', its register of high-risk countries
from which direct travel is banned. This
now includes 14 African countries, all

of South America (and Panama), and
Portugal, because of its ties with Brazil. A
government statement at the time said:
“The United Kingdom has to prevent

the spread of the new variant originally
identified in South Africa into the UK".

‘Red List’ to Counter COVID

British and Irish citizens and those
with a UK right of residence who have
been in the UAE in the previous ten
days can travel to the UK if they can find
an alternative routing, although Qatar
Airways, which carries many people to
the region, suspended bookings made
in the UAE for seven days, citing “UK
government concerns”.

A ‘'managed isolation’ scheme was also
announced on January 27, whereby
passengers arriving in England would
be required to stay in specific hotels

for ten days after arrival, although the
government had not given details of a
start date or costings by press day.

Saying that the UK's plans to quarantine
passengers from listed countries did not
go far enough according to Scotland’s
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon: "This
approach leaves open the possibility that
people will travel into the UK from those
countries via third countries.” On February
2 she announced a managed isolation
scheme for all arrivals to Scotland from
outside the UK. Jim Winchester

Team Mosquito to Build Loyal Wingman

A consortium led by Spirit AeroSystems
has been selected to build a full-scale
test vehicle for the UK's ‘loyal wingman’
combat UAV programme. An initial £30m
will be given to Team Mosquito, which also
includes Northrop Grumman UK, and which
will build the aircraft in a former Bombardier
facility in Belfast, Northern Ireland.

The vehicle is a development of
the Lightweight Affordable Novel
Combat Aircraft (LANCA) concept and
is expected to begin test flights by the
end of 2023. It is designed to fly at high
speed alongside fighter jets, armed with
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A computer-generated image of a Mosquito loyal wingman UAV and F-35 Spirit AeroSystems

missiles, surveillance and electronic
warfare technology. It will be the UK's first
uncrewed air vehicle able to target and
shoot down enemy aircraft and survive

against surface-to-air missiles.The aircraft
could ultimately be deployed alongside
Typhoon and F-35 Lightning jets by the end
of the decade. Jim Winchester
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Norwegian Axes Long-Haul Operations

Oslo-based Norwegian Air has confirmed
plans to terminate its long-haul flights,
stating they are "not viable” and attributing
the decision to the effects of the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.

Long-haul bases across the UK, France,
Spain, Italy and the US will close, with
more than 1,100 employees braced for
redundancy at its London/Gatwick gateway
alone. The British Airline Pilots" Association
(BALPA) described the January 14
announcement as "more devastating news"
for the air transport industry.

Norwegian Air is shifting “focus onto a
European network” as it plans to use a
50-strong 737 fleet during this year and
increase this to 70 narrowbody jets by
2022. The firm also stated it will continually
assess profitable opportunities as the
pandemic eases.

CEO Jacob Schram said: “[This] robust
business plan today will provide a new
start for the company. By focusing our
operation on a short-haul network, we

One of Norwegian'’s Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners Norwegian

aim to attract existing and new investors,
serve our customers and support the wider
infrastructure and travel industry in Norway
and across the Nordics and Europe.”

During Norwegian's long-haul stint,
it flew a total of 37 Dreamliners across
multiple subsidiaries, comprising both the
two-class, 259-seat -8 and larger 338-seat
-9 — the majority of the widebodies left the
fleet between 2019 and 2020.

Additionally, before the 737 MAX
grounding in March 2019, it operated the
MAX 8 on connections between Scotland

and Ireland to cities on the US Eastern
Seaboard. Recent traffic figures showed
it carried just 129,664 customers in
December with an average of nine aircraft.

On January 21, it was reported that the
Norwegian government has “decided to
support and contribute to the airline's
funding of new capital, pending certain
conditions”. It is set to provide a hybrid
loan as long as the carrier can raise 4.5bn
Norwegian krone (£E387m) from strategic
and institutional investors, according to
The Financial Times.

Greece Signs Deals for 18 Rafales and 10 M-346s

The Greek and French governments

have recently signed a contract for the
supply of 18 Dassault Rafale fighters to the
Hellenic Air Force.

The deal, signed in Athens on January
25, comprises 12 second-hand aircraft,
taken from French Air and Space Force
stocks, and six new examples. The €2.5bn
contract includes weapons. A second
contract was signed for logistical support,

covering the next four-and-a-half years.

Deliveries will begin at a rate of one a
month starting this July, beginning with
six of the second-hand jets, followed by
the new aircraft from spring 2022 and the
last of the used aircraft in early 2023. On
February 1, the French ministry of defence
signed for 12 new Rafales to replace those
being sold to Greece.

Separately, Greece and Israel have

signed a deal to create a flight school

for Greek pilots. In the $1.68bn deal
announced on January 6, the Hellenic Air
Force will acquire ten Leonardo M-346
trainer aircraft, and Israel’s Elbit Systems
will build and maintain the school, which
will be based at the Israeli Air Force

Flight Academy at Hatzerim, where Israel
currently operates 24 M-346 ‘Lavi' aircraft.
Jim Winchester

MAX Cleared for Return to European Skies

The 737 MAX will soon be back in European skies. These TUI Belgium MAX 8s have been stored at
Brussels since March 2019 Airfeamimages.com/Jan Serveriins

The European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) has now given its approval for the
Boeing 737 MAX to return to service in
Europe. The announcement on January

21 follows the meeting of four conditions
imposed after the groundings of two years

ago: that the two accidents to Lion Air

and Ethiopian Airlines aircraft are deemed
sufficiently understood; that design changes
proposed by Boeing are EASA approved

and their embodiment is mandated; that

an independent extended design review is

completed by EASA; and that 737 MAX flight
crews are sufficiently trained.

EASA executive director, Patrick Ky said:
“These four conditions have now all been
met, allowing us to go ahead with the return
to service. This assessment was carried out
in full independence of Boeing or the Federal
Aviation Administration.” He added: "We
have every confidence that the aircraft is
safe, which is the precondition for giving our
approval. But we will continue to monitor
737 MAX operations closely as the aircraft
resumes service.” US operators have begun
re-introducing the MAX. Following American
Airlines 737-8s on December 29, United
was returning the 737-9s to schedules on
February 11. Alaska Airlines plans to fly the
737-9 from March 1 and Southwest Airlines
from March 11. Jim Winchester
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Rossiya Adds Superjets

Rossiya SSJ100 Superjet, RA-89043, was spotted on approach to Moscow/Sheremetyevo on January 12 AirTfeamimages.com/Artyom Anikeev

St Petersburg-based Rossiya, an Aeroflot
Group subsidiary, has received its first
inherited Sukhoi SSJ100. Six-year-old RA-
89043 (c/n 95074) was transferred from

its parent company on New Year's Day.
In 2020, it was revealed by the Aeroflot
Group that Rossiya's future role would

revolve around domestic operations

using indigenous-built types. At the time
of writing, Rossiya had inherited nine
PowerJdet SaM146-equipped SSJ100s.
Thomas Lee

Boeing and Airbus Deliveries Down

The biggest aircraft manufacturers in the
world, Airbus and Boeing, have disclosed
their delivery figures for 2020.

Boeing handed over 157 aircraft, with the

787 Dreamliner being the most numerous
at 53 airframes. This was followed by

the 737 with 43 examples, while the 767,
777 and 747 recorded 30, 26 and five
deliveries respectively.

In comparison, Boeing delivered a total
of 380 aircraft in 2019. The corporation’s
most successful period was the fourth
quarter, after regulators recertified the
737 MAX in the US, Brazil and Mexico. As a
result, the airframer delivered a combined
59 jets, including 31 737s alone.

Greg Smith, Boeing executive vice-
president of enterprise operations and
chief financial officer, said: “Through the
pandemic, we took meaningful steps to
adapt to our new market, transform our
business and deliver for our commercial,

defence, space and services customers in
2020. As we continue navigating through
the pandemic, we're working closely with
our global customers and monitoring

the slow international traffic recovery to
align supply with market demand across
our widebody programmes. In 2021,
we'll continue taking the right actions

to enhance our safety culture, preserve
liquidity and transform our business for
the future.”

Meanwhile, Airbus performed better
during the year as it handed over 566
commercial jets to 87 customers,
despite the COVID-19 crisis, which saw it

adapting its production and delivery plans.

The A320 Family dominated, with 446
examples making their way to customers.
The A350 was the next most popular with
59 delivered, while 38 A220s and just four
A380s were supplied. Total handovers
were 34% lower than in 2019 and the

busiest month was December, during
which 89 aircraft were delivered.

Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury said:
“Working hand-in-hand with our
customers allowed us to navigate a
difficult year. The Airbus teams, customers
and suppliers truly pulled together in the
face of adversity to deliver this result.
Based on our 2020 deliveries we are
cautiously optimistic as we look into 2021,
although challenges and uncertainties
remain high in the short-term.”

Last year, Airbus recorded 383 new
orders. The A220 won 64 of them, while
296 fresh contracts were placed for the
A320 Family including 37 A321XLRs.

In the widebody segment, the Toulouse-
based giant won 23 orders, which
consisted of two A330s and 21 A350s.

After 115 cancellations by the end of

2020, Airbus’ backlog stood at 7,184.
Thomas Lee and Thomas Haynes

Global X Gets First Jet

Seen at Miami on January 20, former
Frontier Airlines A320, N223FR is set to
become N276GX for new operator Global X
AirTeamimages.com/Steven Marquez

airframe, which is set to be joined by
another example shortly, will be based

at Miami/International. It is scheduled to
be deployed on charter flights in the US,
Caribbean and Latin America once Global
X is granted certification by the Federal
Aviation Administration, due in Q1 2021.
Additionally, the charter firm is entering the
cargo market and is expected to receive

US start-up Global X took delivery of its
maiden aircraft on January 19 in the form

of a 15-year-old Airbus A320ceo, N276GX
(c/n 2695), ex-N223FR. The 180-seat

its first A321P2F (passenger-to-freighter) in
Q3 of this year. Thomas Lee
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Amazon Procures Used 767s

In a first for the e-commerce giant,
Amazon has purchased its own aircraft
as it reacts to a growing customer base.
The acquisitions, exclusively of Boeing
767-300 aircraft, include seven examples
from Delta Air Lines and four from
Canadian carrier, WestJet.

Sarah Rhoads, vice-president of Amazon

Global Air, commented: “Our goal is to
continue delivering for customers across
the US in the way that they expect from
Amazon, and purchasing our own aircraft
is a natural next step toward that goal.
“Having a mix of both leased and owned
aircraft in our growing fleet allows us to
better manage our operations, which in

Amazon Air currently has a fleet of freighters
including 767s, of which it is adding more
Flickr Commons/formulanone

turn helps us to keep pace in meeting our
customer promises.”

The four widebodies procured from
WestJet are currently undergoing
passenger-to-freighter conversion at Lake
City Gateway Airport in Florida; they are
expected to join Amazon Air's fleet this
year. These are to be followed by the seven
ex-Delta twinjets due for arrival from next
year after being converted.

The firm says the fleet additions will
ensure added capacity in Amazon Air's
network for years to come, although it
will continue to rely on third-party carriers
such as Atlas Air, Air Transport International
and Southern Air to operate them. The fleet
of Amazon comprises 68 airframes, but is
likely to grow dramatically as demand for
its services increase. Thomas Haynes

China Airlines Retires Passenger 747/s

Taipei-based China Airlines was set to
operate a farewell flight for the Boeing
747 on February 6. The carrier is retiring
its remaining passenger-configured
jumbos. The 15-year-old -400, B-18215
(c/n 33737), was expected to fly 350

fare-paying guests on a special five-hour,
40-minute trip.

The farewell rotation, flight CI2747, was
due to depart Taipei/Taoyuan at 11.30am
before heading to Japan for a sightseeing
flyby over Mount Fuji, returning to

Taiwan at 5.10pm local time. A goodie
bag of a key ring, model aircraft and a
commemorative certificate was a gift for
passengers. China Airlines introduced the
747 in 1975 and continues to operate a
fleet of 18 747-400Fs. Thomas Lee

Myanmar Airways Introduces E190

Myanmar Airways International (MAI)
started its maiden revenue flights with
the Embraer 190 at the end of last year,
although future services remain uncertain
following the military coup in the country.
For the launch on December 21, the
airline used its sole General Electric
CF34-equipped example, XY-ALO (c/n
19000529) - leased from CDB Aviation
- on four return services from Yangon.
Two days later, it was joined in the South
East Asian nation by a second Brazilian-
built airframe, XY-ALP (c/n 19000556). A

W.AVIATION-NEWS.CO.UK

Myanmar Airways International’'s E190s join
four Airbus A319ceos and a single A320ceo
Embraer

further two E190s are set to join the fleet
soon. The E190 was also deployed on nine
destinations across the Yangon-based
firm's domestic network. The jets were
intended to take over the routes previously
operated by the eight-strong fleet of ATR
72-600s used by MAI's sister company, Air
KBZ, but at the time of going to press, all
airports were believed to have been closed
under the state of emergency.

At the launch Saravanan Ramasamy, chief
executive at MAI, described the operation
of the E190 as “another important
milestone in MAI's fleet expansion strategy
and domestic jet network growth”, with
plans to scale up to eight flights a day in
line with demand.

MAI’s pilots undertook initial flight
training in Zhuhai, China in September
2020, while Embraer conducted a course
for maintenance personnel. The airline
has opted for the Brazilian airframer’s pool
programme. Thomas Lee



Belavia's
First E2

Belarusian flag carrier Belavia has accepted
its maiden Embraer 195-E2. The Pratt &
Whitney PW1900G-equipped example,
EW-555PO (c/n 19020042), arrived in the
country on December 22. The Minsk-based
carrier has revealed the type will serve
popular routes such as Barcelona, London/
Gatwick, Munich, Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan)
and Sochi (Russia). The jet was ferried

from Embraer’'s Sdo José dos Campos
factory in Brazil, making technical stops at
Recife, and Malaga, Spain. The aircraft is
configured in a two-class, 125-seat layout
and is set to be joined by two further E195-
E2s, all on lease from AerCap.

Anatoly Gusarov, CEO of Belavia, said:
“The E2 offers Belavia lower operating
costs, as well as the lowest impact on the
environment. At Belavia we like to keep our
fleet young and fresh; with the addition of
the E195-E2 we can take more passengers,
further, in greater comfort and more
efficiently — the E2 is the perfect fit.”

The first Embraer 195-E2, EW-555PO, for Belavia was delivered in December Embraer

Cesar Pereira, vice-president of
Europe, Middle East and Africa, Embraer
Commercial Aviation, added: "As airlines
ramp up operations, the E195-E2 is
perfectly positioned to right size routes
previously operated by narrowbodies,
keeping frequencies and adjusting capacity
to new levels.”

According to Belavia, the E195-E2 —
which was inked in a deal with the lessor

in February 2020 - brings significant
environmental and economic benefits such
as a 25.4% reduced fuel consumption per
seat and a cut in nitrous oxide and carbon
dioxide emissions of 35% and 50%.

Upon delivery, the airline became
the eighth operator to fly Embraer’s E2
product. Belavia has a 28-strong fleet
comprising 12 older E1 models: five E175s
and seven larger E195s. Thomas Lee

Volotea Retires 71/

Low-cost airline Volotea has retired its
final remaining Boeing 717 after nearly
a decade of scheduled operations. The
retirement in early January ends its
scheduled use in Europe.

The Barcelona-based carrier had planned
to phase the jet out by 2022 and replace
it with additional Airbus A319 aircraft, but
brought its retirement forward by a year.

Volotea operated 19 717s and took
delivery of its first example on December
22, 2011. All the jets were set up to seat
125 in a single-class layout.

Boeing Capital Corporation was the
company responsible for leasing 15 of the
narrowbodies, while the four most recently

delivered aircraft were leased by UK-based
Falko Regional Aircraft.

The airline’s final five examples flew
scheduled services for the last time on
January 11, returning to the firm'’s hub at
Venice/Marco Polo airport, Italy. There
are now just three main operators of the
717 globally: Delta Air Lines, QantasLink
and Hawaiian Airlines, with fleets of 85, 20
and 19, respectively. Delta plans to retire
its 717s by December 2025, Hawaiian is
expected to keep the type until the same
year and Qantas is likely to fly them until
2026 after Cobham Aviation Services won
a ten-year contract to operate the jets on
the carrier's behalf. Thomas Haynes

Lift Takes Off

South African low-cost airline Lift flew its first commercial services, from Johannesburg to
Cape Town and back on December 10. The airline flies three A320s leased from local
company Global Aviation, including ZS-GAL, seen on the first day of operation at Johannesburg/

O.R. Tambo Vlimages.com/Jono Druion
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Montenegro
Airlines
Ceases Flying

Montenegro Airlines has suspended all
flights, citing the government’s decision
not to continue to support the flag carrier
among reasons for the action.

A statement on the airline’s website
thanked all passengers for “years of trust,
travel and friendship”, and apologised for
disruption to the organisation of travel in
coming days and weeks. It continued: "Due
to the new circumstances related to the
decision of the government of Montenegro
not to support the existence of a national
airline in the future, and
which has a very negative impact on the
safety of continued air traffic, we estimated
litis al level of risk that Montenegro Airlines
cannot accept.”

The Podgorica-based firm, which was
founded in 1994, flew to 20 cities in 12
countries, using a trio of Embraer 190s and
a single Fokker 70.

Just ten days after Montenegro ceased
operations on December 26, 2020 the
country’s government registered a new
airline called ToMontenegro, which will
likely salvage parts of its predecessor. The
move comes as those behind the venture
act to preserve the carrier’s slot allocations
at major European airports.

Milojko Spaji¢, minister for finance,
said that it could take six to nine months
to get the new carrier up and running.
Thomas Haynes
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Air Sial Starts Ops

Pakistan’s newest carrier, Air Sial, started operations on December 25 with a Karachi to
Islamabad flight. Future destinations planned for its three leased A320s include Lahore,
Peshawar, and Sialkot, where the airline is headquartered. Its first aircraft, AP-BOA, is seen
on finals to Karachi on November 29 Viimages.com/Shajie Hussein

Saab 340
for RVL

East Midlands-based RVL Aviation

has taken delivery of a Saab 340B(F)
freighter, G-RRVE, (s/n 340B-223). It is
the first of a multi-aircraft commitment
between Jetstream Aviation Capital
and RVL and will be used for ad hoc
cargo charter and RVL's operations on
behalf of its major international logistics
customers. The aircraft is leased from
Jetstream, the largest global owner of
Saab 340 and 2000 turboprops.

Dave Connor, RVL's managing director,

said: "Everyone at RVL is enormously
excited by the prospect of operating
the Saabs and taking advantage of
the substantially larger cargo volume
and payload that they offer. We are
confident that they will be key to
securing new business.”

The company currently operates four
Beech 200 King Airs, six Reims-Cessna
F406s, three Cessna 404 Titans and a
single Cessna 402. Jim Winchester

Flybig Gets
Airborne

New Indian airline, flybig, began operations
on December 21 between Delhi and Shillong
in the northeast of the country. According
to data by ch-aviation, the fledging firm
initially wet-leased a De Havilland Canada
Dash 8-400 from SpiceJet to operate

the rotations. On January 3, flybig's first
aircraft, an ex-Virgin Australia ATR 72-500,
VT-FBA (c/n 955), entered service. Two
further examples of the Franco-Italian-built
turboprop will join the start-up soon.

Flybig is one of the carriers created to boost
regional connectivity as part of the India’s
UDAN initiative. This is a government scheme
that aims to develop underserved markets
and flybig will focus on destinations not
previously served by air. Thomas Lee

IN BRIEF

Bosses at EASYJET have said the firm

will not accept any new aircraft this year.
The company says it is readjusting its
delivery profile to better fit demand

amid continued COVID-19 disruption.
Following talks with Airbus, the firm has
agreed to move 22 delivery slots from the
2022-2024 financial year to the 2027-2028
period. In addition, there will be movement
of 15 handover dates within the 2022-
2024 cycle to more closely match forecast
seasonal requirements. These changes will
result in the Luton-based firm taking no
aircraft this year, eight in 2022, seven in
2023 and 18 in 2024.

British holiday firm JET2.COM has
suspended all operations until March 25
with flights to Iceland halted until April 26.
The Leeds Bradford-based carrier made
the decision during “ongoing uncertainty”

as the country entered a third lockdown in
January after a significant rise in COVID-19
infections. All UK travel corridors were
closed by the government and citizens
prohibited from leaving their homes except
for restricted travel reasons. The airline

has a 90-strong fleet consisting mostly of
Boeing 737-800s and operates from ten UK
bases.

Cargo giant DHL has purchased eight
examples of the Boeing 777F, which are
scheduled for handover by 2022. According
to John Pearson, CEO at DHL Express, the
investment took place after the company
recorded a 40% growth in its e-commerce
volume during Q4 of 2020 alone, with

this “unprecedented demand” expected

to continue well into the future. DHL last
placed an order for the 777F in 2018 and has
so far received ten from a 14-strong deal.

CIVIL ORDERS

Purchaser Aircraft Number  Order Placed Notes

Alaska Airlines 7379 23 December 22

China Aviation Leasing ARJ21-700 30 January 8 Plus 30 options

DHL 777F 8 December Announced January 12

Tecnam Taxi
to Link Small
Indian Cities

Air Taxi India is the country’s newest
scheduled air carrier service and is
operating under the same government-
led UDAN scheme as flybig. The carrier

is introducing the new concept of
operating lighter aircraft and aims to
fulfil the initiative’'s objectives of linking
small cities that would otherwise be left
without air connectivity. The airline began
scheduled service on January 14 with the
Chandigarh-Hisar route. At present, the
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Tecnam P2006T, VT-ATC, of Air Taxi India, the country’s latest carrier to enter the scheduled
flight market and which aims to serve unconnected areas Shrey Chopra

airline operates a single twin-engined
Tecnam P2006T, capable of carrying three
passengers. However, it plans to grow

in the future with additional aircraft and
routes, connecting the more remote parts
of the country. Shrey Chopra



Turkey's MELTEM Ill ATR 72 MPA in Service

The first P-72 (ATR 72) maritime patrol
aircraft (MPA) to be completed under the
MELTEM Il programme has entered service
with the Turkish Navy. The development
was confirmed by the Presidency of
Defence Industries (SSB), which is
supervising the project.

The MELTEM Il programme covers the
provision of six ATR 72-600 airframes

The first Turkish Navy P-72 MELTEM IIl MPA, TCB-751, which
was officially inducted into service on December 11, 2020 SSB

converted to MPA configuration. The first
aircraft, serial number TCB-751, test serial
CSX69926 (construction number 1070),
was formally accepted into service on
December 11. The subsequent two will
follow later in 2021.

The original contract for this long-
running project, signed on December 21,
2005, was for ten MPA versions of the

ATR 72-500. Although work had begun
on converting the first of these aircraft,

it was abandoned when development of
the newer ATR 72-600 led to the contract
being renegotiated. The total was reduced
to six airframes based on the new variant,
plus two ATR 72-600s configured purely
as standard utility transports. Both of the
utility versions were delivered in 2013.

Upgraded Mirage 2000D Emerges

The first refurbished Mirage 2000D, serial
number 639, landed at the French Air and
Space Force Air Base 118 at Mont-de-
Marsan in southwest France on January 7.
Fifty-five Mirage 2000D aircraft are being
upgraded by Dassault under a mid-life
refurbishment programme. The improved

Mirages are expected to start returning to
operations in 2022 after a year of testing.
The work improves the Mirage 2000D's
air-to-ground and air-to-air capabilities to
what is called the M2000D standard. The
aircrew will also have an improved user
interface for navigation and weapons.

Austrian Saab 105s Retire

After 50 years service and more than
156,000 flight hours, on December 31
the Austrian Air Force officially retired the
Saab J1050E trainer. On January 13, the
last flight of the Swedish-built jet trainer
in the Osterreichische Luftstreitkrafte,
took place when BJ-40 was flown to the
Flying Bulls’ facility at Salzburg Airport.
This aircraft, known as the ‘Golden Tiger’,
was specially painted to mark the golden
jubilee of the type in Austria, the first
example of 40 having entered service

in 1970. BJ-40 is to remain on display in
the Flying Bulls" Hangar 7 at least until
mid-year. The Austrian defence minister,
Klaudia Tanner said: "The solidarity and
partnership between the Air Force and
[sponsors] Red Bull, [at] joint events or at
the Airpower events, has a long tradition.
It was a great pleasure for us to accept
the invitation from Red Bull and to make
our anniversary Saab accessible to a
broader population once again.”

Jim Winchester

The ‘Golden Tiger' Saab J1050E outside the Flying Bulls’ Hangar 7 after its final
flight on January 13 Austrian Armed Forces/Daniel Trippolt
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David Dorrell
1929-2021

The world of aviation has lost one of

its most influential yet unassuming
contributors with the passing of David
Dorrell. He was one of the longest serving
aviation magazine editors, having been

at the helm of Air Pictorial from 1961 to
1988. During that time he transformed
the monthly magazine and in the process
the viability of the Air League.

The origins of Air Pictorial go back
to 1939 when it was first published by
the Air League of the British Empire as
the Air Defence Cadet Corps Gazette,
morphing into Air Pictorial in 1951. By
the late 1950s, the Air League was in
some difficulty financially but its general
manager, Air Cdre Christopher Paul,
recognised Air Pictorial as “an unexploited
asset”. He recruited editor David Dorrell
and according to Paul: “As Air Pictorial
sales improved, so did its revenue and
after five years the entire running costs of
the Air League were covered.”

Born in Croydon, Dorrell began an
engineering apprenticeship with Vickers-
Armstrongs at Weybridge, interrupted by
National Service in the RAF. While in the
Netherlands he met Joep Ruijgrok, the
first female Link Trainer instructor in the
world who worked for KLM. They married
in 1956 and had six daughters. David died
of COVID-19 on January 11, 2021, six
years after Joep. Vic Flintham
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Belgian A109 Display
Scheme Unveiled

On January 28, the Belgian Defence — Air
Component A109 Display Team unveiled
its special colour scheme for the upcoming
airshow seas