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Show all Hide all Show by Hide Show Actor 73 credits. Others, who assume that Mark was written between 65 and 70, place Matthew in the
70s or even later. However, there is insufficient evidence to be dogmatic about either view. The Jewish nature of Matthew's Gospel may suggest
that it was written in the Holy Land, though many think it may have originated in Syrian Antioch.

Since his Gospel was written in Greek, Matthew's readers were obviously Greek-speaking. They also seem to have been Jews. Many elements
point to Jewish readership: Matthew's concern with fulfillment of the OT he has more quotations from and allusions to the OT than any other NT
author ; his tracing of Jesus' descent from Abraham ; his lack of explanation of Jewish customs especially in contrast to Mark ; his use of Jewish
terminology e. This does not mean, however, that Matthew restricts his Gospel to Jews. He records the coming of the Magi non-Jews to worship
the infant Jesus , as well as Jesus' statement that the "field is the world" He also gives a full statement of the Great Commission These passages
show that, although Matthew's Gospel is Jewish, it has a universal outlook.

Matthew's main purpose is to prove to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this primarily by showing how Jesus in his life and
ministry fulfilled the OT Scriptures. Although all the Gospel writers quote the OT, Matthew includes nine proof texts unique to his Gospel ; ; ; ; ; ; ;
; to drive home his basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT predictions of the Messiah. Matthew even finds the history of God's people in the
OT recapitulated in some aspects of Jesus' life see, e. To accomplish his purpose Matthew also emphasizes Jesus' Davidic lineage see Recipients,
p. The way the material is arranged reveals an artistic touch. The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses: 1 chs. That this is deliberate
is clear from the refrain that concludes each discourse: "When Jesus had finished saying these things," or similar words ; ; ; ; The narrative sections,
in each case, appropriately lead up to the discourses.

The Gospel has a fitting prologue chs.
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Password Assistance. Email address. Book of Matthew. Share Tweet Save. Chapters 1. Summary Summary of the Gospel of Matthew This
summary of the Gospel of Matthew provides information about the title, author s , date of writing, chronology, theme, theology, outline, a brief
overview, and the chapters of the Gospel of Matthew. Author Although the first Gospel is anonymous, the early church fathers were unanimous in
holding that Matthew, one of the 12 apostles, was its author. Date and Place of Writing Some have argued on the basis of its Jewish characteristics
that Matthew's Gospel was written in the early church period, possibly the early part of a. Purpose Matthew's main purpose is to prove to his
Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. Structure The way the material is arranged reveals an artistic touch. Jerry Marcellino. Matthew Johnnie
Moore. Joel Bradberry. Philip Nation. Sam Waldron.

What is the Significance of the Beatitudes? Byron Yawn. Johnnie Moore. Lisa Loraine Baker. Haynes Jr. Galilee is the setting for most of his
ministry; he leaves there for Judea only in Mt , and his ministry in Jerusalem, the goal of his journey, is limited to a few days Mt — These are an
important structure of the gospel. In large measure the material of these discourses came to Matthew from his tradition, but his work in modifying
and adding to what he had received is abundantly evident.

No other evangelist gives the teaching of Jesus with such elegance and order as he. The righteousness of his disciples must surpass that of the
scribes and Pharisees; otherwise, in spite of their alleged following of Jesus, they will not enter into the kingdom of heaven Mt Righteousness means
doing the will of the heavenly Father Mt , and his will is proclaimed in a manner that is startling to all who have identified it with the law of Moses.

What is meant by fulfillment of the law is not the demand to keep it exactly as it stood before the coming of Jesus, but rather his bringing the law to
be a lasting expression of the will of God, and in that fulfillment there is much that will pass away. While righteousness in the new age will continue
to mean conduct that is in accordance with the law, it will be conduct in accordance with the law as expounded and interpreted by Jesus cf.



Though Jesus speaks harshly about the Pharisees in the Sermon, his judgment is not solely a condemnation of them. The Pharisees are portrayed
as a negative example for his disciples, and his condemnation of those who claim to belong to him while disobeying his word is no less severe Mt
— 23 , 26 — The narrative section that follows the Sermon on the Mount Mt — is composed principally of accounts of those merciful deeds of
Jesus, but it is far from being simply a collection of stories about miraculous cures.

The nature of the community that Jesus will establish is shown; it will always be under the protection of him whose power can deal with all dangers
Mt — 27 , but it is only for those who are prepared to follow him at whatever cost Mt — 22 , not only believing Israelites but Gentiles who have
come to faith in him Mt — That episode of the narrative moves on two levels.

The ecclesial character of this narrative section could hardly be more plainly indicated. Mt , and to drive out demons and cure the sick as he has
done Mt Again, the discourse moves on two levels: that of the time of Jesus and that of the time of the church. The narrative section of the third
book Mt — deals with the growing opposition to Jesus. Hostility toward him has already been manifested Mt ; , 10 — 13 , 34 , but here it
becomes more intense. But they are not alone in their rejection. The whole section ends with his declaring that not even the most intimate blood
relationship with him counts for anything; his only true relatives are those who do the will of his heavenly Father Mt — The narrative of rejection
leads up to the parable discourse Mt — Roy McDaniel.
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Hostility toward him has already been manifested Mt ; , 10 — 13 , 34 , but here it becomes more intense. But they are not alone in their rejection.
The whole section ends with his declaring that not even the most intimate blood relationship with him counts for anything; his only true relatives are
those who do the will of his heavenly Father Mt — The narrative of rejection leads up to the parable discourse Mt — In Mt he dismisses the
crowds and continues the discourse to his disciples alone, who claim, at the end, to have understood all that he has said Mt In the narrative that
constitutes the first part of the fourth book of the gospel Mt — , Jesus is shown preparing for the establishment of his church with its teaching
authority that will supplant the blind guidance of the Pharisees Mt — 14 , whose teaching, curiously said to be that of the Sadducees also, is
repudiated by Jesus as the norm for his disciples Mt , 11 — The church of Jesus will be built on Peter Mt , who will be given authority to bind and
loose on earth, an authority whose exercise will be confirmed in heaven Mt The metaphor of binding and loosing has a variety of meanings, among
them that of giving authoritative teaching.

Directly after that confession Jesus begins to instruct his disciples about how he must go the way of suffering and death Mt Peter, who has been
praised for his confession, protests against this and receives from Jesus the sharpest of rebukes for attempting to deflect Jesus from his God-
appointed destiny. Both he and the other disciples must know not only that Jesus will have to suffer and die but that they too will have to follow him
on the way of the cross if they are truly to be his disciples Mt — But there is also the obligation to correct the sinful fellow Christian and, should
one refuse to be corrected, separation from the community is demanded Mt — The narrative of the fifth book Mt — begins with the departure of



Jesus and his disciples from Galilee for Jerusalem. In the course of their journey Jesus for the third time predicts the passion that awaits him at
Jerusalem and also his resurrection Mt — At his entrance into the city he is hailed as the Son of David by the crowds accompanying him Mt In the
discourse of the fifth book Mt — , the last of the great structural discourses of the gospel, Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and his own
final coming.

The time of the latter is unknown Mt , 44 , and the disciples are exhorted in various parables to live in readiness for it, a readiness that entails
faithful attention to the duties of the interim period Mt — The coming of Jesus will bring with it the great judgment by which the everlasting destiny
of all will be determined Mt — The passion supremely exemplifies both meanings of that central Matthean word.

These two aspects are expressed by an Old Testament theme that occurs often in the narrative, i.
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The church of Jesus will be built on Peter Mt , who will be given authority to bind and loose on earth, an authority whose exercise will be
confirmed in heaven Mt The metaphor of binding and loosing has a variety of meanings, among them that of giving authoritative teaching. Directly
after that confession Jesus begins to instruct his disciples about how he must go the way of suffering and death Mt Peter, who has been praised for
his confession, protests against this and receives from Jesus the sharpest of rebukes for attempting to deflect Jesus from his God-appointed
destiny. Both he and the other disciples must know not only that Jesus will have to suffer and die but that they too will have to follow him on the
way of the cross if they are truly to be his disciples Mt — But there is also the obligation to correct the sinful fellow Christian and, should one
refuse to be corrected, separation from the community is demanded Mt — The narrative of the fifth book Mt — begins with the departure of Jesus
and his disciples from Galilee for Jerusalem.

In the course of their journey Jesus for the third time predicts the passion that awaits him at Jerusalem and also his resurrection Mt — At his
entrance into the city he is hailed as the Son of David by the crowds accompanying him Mt In the discourse of the fifth book Mt — , the last of the
great structural discourses of the gospel, Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and his own final coming. The time of the latter is unknown Mt
, 44 , and the disciples are exhorted in various parables to live in readiness for it, a readiness that entails faithful attention to the duties of the interim
period Mt — The coming of Jesus will bring with it the great judgment by which the everlasting destiny of all will be determined Mt — The passion
supremely exemplifies both meanings of that central Matthean word.

These two aspects are expressed by an Old Testament theme that occurs often in the narrative, i. The questions of authorship, sources, and the
time of composition of this gospel have received many answers, none of which can claim more than a greater or lesser degree of probability. The
one now favored by the majority of scholars is the following. The ancient tradition that the author was the disciple and apostle of Jesus named
Matthew see Mt is untenable because the gospel is based, in large part, on the Gospel according to Mark almost all the verses of that gospel have
been utilized in this , and it is hardly likely that a companion of Jesus would have followed so extensively an account that came from one who
admittedly never had such an association rather than rely on his own memories. The attribution of the gospel to the disciple Matthew may have
been due to his having been responsible for some of the traditions found in it, but that is far from certain.

The unknown author, whom we shall continue to call Matthew for the sake of convenience, drew not only upon the Gospel according to Mark but
upon a large body of material principally, sayings of Jesus not found in Mark that corresponds, sometimes exactly, to material found also in the
Gospel according to Luke. In addition to what Matthew drew from Mark and Q, his gospel contains material that is found only there. Since Mark
was written shortly before or shortly after A. The Jews considered tax collectors to be traitors. In Chapter 9 of his Gospel, Matthew tells a story
about how Jesus called him to follow him and how the Jewish people felt about tax collectors. You can read it in Matthew Matthew wrote his
Gospel for Jewish people who had become followers of Christ.

He wanted his audience to know that Jesus was the Messiah that God had promised to send to save all people. Matthew is also the only
Evangelist who shares the eight Beatitudes with his readers. His Gospel faithfully reports how Jesus described who will be truly blessed by God in
the Kingdom and the attitudes and actions that are required for those who follow the new Law Jesus came to bring. It is believed that he
established Christian communities in Ethiopia and other sections of the continent of Africa. Did Jesus Exist? Fuller, Reginald H. In Metzger, Bruce
M. Hagner, D. In Bromiley, Geoffrey W. International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol.
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