
The following are documents that involve the United States decision to drop the atomic bomb on the Japanese.  Read and analyze them and try to understand why the United States did it, as well as where we did it.
Doc A


The following selection is a pamphlet dropped over major cities in Japan prior to the dropping of the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki.
To the Japanese People:


America asks that you take immediate heed of what we say on this leaflet.


We are in possession of the most destructive explosive ever devised by man.  A single one of our newly developed atomic bombs is actually the equivalent in explosive power to what 2000 of our giant B-29’s can carry on a single mission.  This awful fact is one for you to ponder and we solemnly assure you it is grimly accurate.


We have just begun to use this weapon against your homeland.  If you still have any doubt, make inquiry as to what happened to Hiroshima when just one atomic bomb fell on that city.


Before using this bomb to destroy every resource of the military by which they are prolonging this useless war, we ask that you new petition the emperor to end the war.  Our president has outlined for you the thirteen consequences of an honorable surrender:  We urge that you accept these consequences and begin the work of building a new, better, and peace-loving Japan.


You should take steps now to cease military resistance.  Otherwise, we shall resolutely employ this bomb and all our other superior weapons to promptly and forcefully end the war.

EVACUATE YOUR CITIES

Doc B

This selection is a memo given to General Leslie Groves including a summary from the target selection committee.
6. Status of Targets

A. Dr. Stearns described the work he had done on target selection. He has surveyed possible targets possessing the following qualifications: (1) they be important targets in a large urban area of more than three miles diameter, (2) they be capable of being damaged effectively by a blast, and (3) they are likely to be unattacked by next August. Dr. Stearns had a list of five targets which the Air Forces would be willing to reserve for our use unless unforeseen circumstances arise. These targets are:

(1) Kyoto - This target is an urban industrial area with a population of 1,000,000. It is the former capital of Japan and many people and industries are now being moved there as other areas are being destroyed. From the psychological point of view there is the advantage that Kyoto is an intellectual center for Japan and the people there are more apt to appreciate the significance of such a weapon as the gadget. (Classified as an AA Target)

(2) Hiroshima - This is an important army depot and port of embarkation in the middle of an urban industrial area. It is a good radar target and it is such a size that a large part of the city could be extensively damaged. There are adjacent hills which are likely to produce a focusing effect which would considerably increase the blast damage. Due to rivers it is not a good incendiary target. (Classified as an AA Target)

 (6) The possibility of bombing the Emperor’s palace was discussed. It was agreed that we should not recommend it but that any action for this bombing should come from authorities on military policy. It was agreed that we should obtain information from which we could determine the effectiveness of our weapon against this target.

B. It was the recommendation of those present at the meeting that the first four choices of targets for our weapon should be the following:

a. Kyoto 

b. Hiroshima 

c. Yokohama 

d. Kokura Arsenal 
Doc C


President Truman recorded in his diary on July 25, 1945, that he had approved the use of an atomic bomb on Japan.  Truman hoped that the bomb would be dropped on a “purely military” target, so that “military objectives and soldiers and sailors [would be] the target and not women and children.”

We have discovered the most terrible bomb in the history of the world.  It may be the fire destruction prophesied in the Euphrates Valley era, after Noah and his fabulous ark.


Anyway we “think” we have found the way to cause a disintegration of the atom.  An experiment in the New Mexico desert was startling- to put it mildly.  Thirteen pounds of the explosive caused the complete disintegration of a steel tower 60 feet high, created a crater 6 feet deep and 1,200 feet in diameter, knocked over a steel tower ½ mile away and knocked men down 10,000 yards away.  The explosion was visible for more than 200 miles and audible for 40 miles and more.


This weapon is to be used against Japan between now and August 10th.  I have told the Sec. of War, Mr. Stimson, to use it so that military objectives and soldiers and sailors are the target and not women and children.  Even if the Japs are savages, ruthless, merciless, and fanatic, we as the leader of the world for the common welfare cannot drop that terrible bomb on the old capital or the new.


He and I are in accord.  The target will be a purely military one and we will issue a warning statement asking the Japs to surrender and save lives.  I’m sure they will not do that, but we will have given them the chance.  It is certainly a good thing for the world that Hitler’s crowd or Stalin’s did not discover this atomic bomb.  It seems to be the most terrible thing ever discovered, but it can be made the most useful…

Doc D


The following selection is Truman’s public announcement on August 6, 1945, of the dropping of the atomic bomb.  His comments were directed as much to the political and military leaders in Japan as they were to the American public.


Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one bomb on Hiroshima, an important Japanese army base.  That bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T.  It had more than two thousand times the blast power of the British “Grand Slam,” which is the largest bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare.

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor.  They have been repaid many fold.  With this bomb we have now added a new revolutionary increase in destruction to supplement the growing power of our armed forces.  In their present forms these bombs are now in production and even more powerful forms are in development.  It is an atomic bomb.  It is a harnessing of the basic power of the universe.


The force from which the sun draws its power has been loosed against those who brought war to the Far East.  Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientists that it was theoretically possible to release atomic energy.  But no one knew any practical method of doing it.  By 1942, however, we knew that the Germans were working feverishly to find a way to add atomic energy to the other engines of war which they hoped to enslave the world.  But they failed…The battle of the laboratories held fateful risks for us as well as the battles of the air, and seas, and we have now won the battle of the laboratories as we have won the other battles…


With American and British scientists working together we entered the race of discovery against the Germans.  The United States had available the large number of scientists of distinction in the many needed areas of knowledge.  It had the tremendous industrial and financial resources necessary for the project and they could be devoted to it without undue impairment of other vital war work.  In the United States the laboratory work and the production plants, on which a substantial start had already been made, it would be out of reach of enemy bombing, while at that time Britain was exposed to constant air attack and was still threatened with the possibility of invasion.

For these reasons Prime Minister Churchill and President Roosevelt agreed that it was wise to carry on the project here.  We now have two great plants and many lesser works devoted to the production of atomic power.  Employment during peak construction numbered 125,000 and over 65,000 individuals are even now engaged in operating the plants.  Many have worked there for two and a half years.  Few know what they have been producing…

What has been done is the greatest achievement of organized science in history.  It was done under high pressure and without failure.  We are now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and completely every productive enterprise the Japanese have above ground in any city.  We shall destroy their docks, their factories, and their communications.  Let there be no mistakes; we shall completely destroy Japan’s power to make war.


It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam.  Their leaders promptly rejected that ultimatum.  If they do now accept our terms, they may expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which has never been seen on this earth.  Behind this air attack will follow sea and land forces in such numbers and power as they have not yet seen and with the fighting skill of which they are already well aware…


The fact that we can release atomic energy ushers in a new era in man’s understanding of nature’s forces.  Atomic energy may in the future supplement the power that now comes from coal, oil, and falling water, but at present it cannot be produced on a basis to compete with them commercially.  Before that comes, there must be a long period of intensive research…


I shall recommend that the Congress of the United States consider promptly the establishment of an appropriate commission to control the production and use of atomic power within the United States.  I shall give further consideration and make further recommendations to the Congress as to how atomic power can become a powerful and forceful influence toward the maintenance of world peace.
