Synopsis
This creative project is a representation of the author and his experiences as an undocumented immigrant raised in the United States. The chosen symbol is a free-hand drawn monarch butterfly with the use of permanent markers. The two halves were drawn on canvases which, when placed side-by-side form a complete image. The author comes from a family of artisans from the city of Sahuayo, Michoacán. This represents in one aspect of his family history.
History
My name is Santiago Vivas Rodríguez. I am thirty-two years old and I am an undocumented immigrant. I came to this country at three months of age, and was raised in Orange County in southern California. For my project, I chose a drawing because my mother comes from a family of artisans. Since childhood, I liked crafts and looking for things in the house to make art creations. I share this joy for crafts with my children as a teacher and advocate. I like discussing difficult topics and then using art as a means of creative expression to process thoughts and feelings that are difficult to verbalize. Before becoming a teacher, I worked with children as an advocate for a domestic violence and human trafficking shelter. I used crafts and meditations or reflections to help them express themselves in a creative and healthy way.
Description
My work of art, Dreaming Butterfly, is a monarch butterfly divided into two parts by two art canvases. I used permanent markers to draw and create the image. The wings located under the butterfly carry the typical colors of the monarch butterfly. The colors create the quintessential design and contrast of black, orange and white, which helps identify this butterfly species easily. The wings above carry different colors and designs. One wing carries the colors of the American flag, while the other exhibits the Mexican tricolor with the eagle and snake in the center. On the sides of the butterfly, we can see two quotes. One is a line of the United States Declaration of Independence and we can read, “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness”. In the other, we read a Mexican proverb that states, “They wanted to bury us without knowing that we were seeds”. Additionally, we have three words: faith, hope, and love placed towards the center of the body of the work of art. Finally, above the head of the butterfly we can see a red Phrygian cap. All the details of this work have a special meaning for me.
Reflexión
This work is a symbolic representation of my life. To start, I chose the monarch butterfly for three reasons. The monarch butterfly returns to the forests of the state of Michoacán, where I was born, to put her young and begin the life cycle. In that aspect, it symbolizes the state of my Mexican ancestry and my roots. Second, the monarch butterfly has been adopted as a symbol of undocumented dreamers and is a symbol of the immigrant because the monarch butterfly flies thousands of kilometers to immigrate to the north. Finally, the reason I chose this symbol because of a story I heard many years ago about the effort a butterfly makes to get out of its cocoon. In the story, a man sees that a butterfly is being forced out of his cocoon and feeling sorry, he took a pair of scissors and helped him out of the cocoon. What he did not know was that the butterfly's effort was going to help him have strength to open his wings and have strength to fly. Thus, the butterfly is sentenced to death because it could not fly. Although man's intention was good, we have to accept that life is full of challenges that we have to excel.	Having challenges and challenges that stand out does not make me weak. Thanks to the difficulties I have experienced, I am grateful for the sacrifices of my parents. Life is not easy, but thanks to my mother, I have the gifts of faith, hope and love. My mother is a woman of faith and she taught me that everything is a gift from God and that we have to have hope because with God everything is possible. My mother taught me how to give respect to women. My mother taught me what love is without condition. She is a great model of Christian Catholic virtues. She is my rock, and thanks to her example, I think I try to be a better son, father and husband for my family. The values ​​my mother taught me reflect in my opinion are integral parts of my Mexican identity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In closing, I want to conclude this reflection with explaining the figures and the Phrygian cap. I chose these figures because for me they reflect the state of my hope and my struggle. I have hope that one day I will be able to exercise my life freely to really pursue what gives me happiness without fear of deportation. However, I recognize that we live in anti-immigrant times. The president of this country believes that we are an evil force and transmits xenophobic ideas to his parishioners. In spite of all this, I have to continue the fight for freedom and that is why the butterfly wears the Phrygian cap, a symbol of freedom and resistance. I have to have faith, hope, and fight hate with love if I want to see changes in the conservative society, because at this time, "they want to bury us without knowing that we are seeds" (Mexican Proverb).
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