
HISTORY OF EVOLUTION OF REPERTORY 

After the discovery of law of similars, i.e. with Cinchona bark experiment , Dr. Hahnemann 

started proving of different drugs on him and from this he collected large no: of symptoms in every 

drug. All these symptoms collected in books like “Materia Medica pura and chronic disease”. 

During his time approximately 100 drugs were proved.  

As remedies and proving multiplied it became problem to keep a track of all symptoms and 

master himself consciously felt the need for indexing the symptoms. He felt an urgent need for 

indexing the data obtained in the drug proving logically. In Materia Medica Pura he demonstrated 

the working of two cases which gave some idea about his concept of repertorization. Thus concept 

of repertorisation evolved 

Hahnemann realized the need for a repertory which he expressed by introducing the first 

repertory to his Materia Medica ‘Fragmenta De Viribus Medicamentorum Positivis Sive In Sano 

Corpore Humano Observatis’ in Latin in the year 1805. The first part of this book included the 

symptom observed and the second part was the Index or the Repertory. Thus, Hahnemann put the 

spark for the fire in the field of development of repertories. 

  He also prepared another short repertory in 1817, in Latin language, which he made to use 

in his daily practice. It consisted of four volumes, with about 4239 pages which was not proceeded 

to publish as he felt the work was imperfect.  

Later Dr. Gross compiled 2 volumes of Repertory, which never appeared in print.  

Another disciple of Hahnemann, Dr. Hartlaub made a Repertory, Systematic 

Representation of the Pure Effects of Medicines for the Practical Use of Homoeopathic 

Physicians”, which consisted of six parts. According to Pierre Schmidt, this was the first printed 

repertory made in about 1826 – 1828 at Leipzig. But it was not up to the mark. 

In 1829, Hahnemann wrote to his friend Dr. Rummel, commenting, “How useful will be a 

good alphabetical repertory once it is completed”. 

Later, Hahnemann appointed Dr. Ruckert for compilation of a repertory. This was to form 

the last volume of the Chronic Diseases. His work was constantly checked and consulted on the 

bedside by Hahnemann during 1829 – 1830. However, the work remained in a manuscript form, 

as Hahnemann was not satisfied with it, currently preserved in Hael’s Museum in Robert Bosch 

Hospital, Stuttgart, West Germany. 



  In 1830, Weber compiled a Repertory in German, consisting of 536 pages. The book 

illustrates a repertory of deteriorations and ameliorations in health, ranging from top to toe of the 

subject and ending up with sleep, and the mental symptoms.  

Hahnemann employed Dr. Jahr to complete the second edition of Chronic Diseases and 

also to lay foundation for a Repertory and encyclopedia of symptoms. Jahr couldn’t fulfill the hope 

and expectation of Hahnemann over him as he was engaged with his final examination and he 

could not affort much time for this work. Hahnemann himself compiled a repertory in 1830-32, 

which could not be published because of two reasons: he himself found the work imperfect and 

his publisher Mr. Arnold was not in a position to publish it. 

Dr. Jahr was only able to come up with a better repertory in 1834 (as per the preface of 

Jahr’s repertory) in German including 2 volumes and later followed by a third volume, with 

number of pages 1052, 1254 and 200 respectively. The first two volumes are Materia Medica and 

the third volume is the repertory.  

In 1847 the second edition of Jahr’s repertory was published and enriched by P. F. Curie. 

In course of time, Jahr’s repertory underwent many editions. Its fourth edition was published in 

1851, in which he adapted the method of evaluation by Boenninghausen. In 1853, this edition was 

translated and published by Charles J. Hempel with a preface by Dr. C. Hering.  

In 1859, the repertory contained additions from Possart’s work and was further revised and 

enlarged by Charles J. Hempel. 

Jahr’s Manual was translated and edited by Constantine Hering, into English language, 

published in the year 1838, at Allen Town Academy and this became the first repertory in English 

language. 

In 1832, after the unsuccessful efforts of Dr. Gross, Ruckert and Dr Jahr, Boenninghausen 

came with a successful attempt to make a repertory, Repertory of Antipsoric Medicines. The 

repertory was published in Munster, in German language, with a preface written by Hahnemann. 

This repertory became the foundation for the development in the field of repertory. 

Boenninghausen’s repertory was the first to appear in printed form. This repertory became a 

progenitor of all the later repertories. Boenninghausen is considered as the ‘Father of Repertory’ 

Boenninghausen’s work can truly be considered as the beginning of a new era in accepting 

repertory as an additional, valuable and indispensable tool.The development along with updation 

of repertories progressed afterwards propelled by the hard work of different authors, till date. 
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