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SYMPTOM CLASSIFICATION – Garth Boericke

• BASIC / ABSOLUTE
• that appear in every proving and are of a general nature and usually 

diagnostically important.
• Example: Malaise, headache, weakness, anorexia, eructation, fever and pain, 

etc.
• They are of little value to determine the homoeopathic drug indicated, but 

taken together furnishes a suggestive beginning.

• DIAGNOSTIC / DETERMINATIVE

• Considered as bench marks; as they are results of pathogenetic process

• characteristic, keynote or guiding symptoms



GENERAL CLINICAL REPERTORY

• Clinical Repertory – J H Clarke – 1904

• BOERICKE’S CLINICAL REPERTORY – 1906

• Widely used 

• Repertory part of Raue’s special pathology

• Synoptic Key – C M Boger

• Homoeopathic Medical repertory – Murphy

• Phatak’s Repertory



Author:

• Oscar Eugene Boericke

• Brother of William Boericke – Pocket manual of Hom. MM

• I edn – 1901

• II edn – 1903

• III edn – 1906 – REPERTORY part was added

• Graduated from Hahnemann’s Medical College; influenced 

very much by his brother





5th EDITION – 1927 
Completely remodelled & brought up-to-date 

Popularly used in a/c & c/c cases



• 1st Indian edition came in 1969 

• It was published by Roy Publishing House, Kolkata

• It contains an introduction by Dr B. K. Sarkar

• Number of medicines : 1405

• Number of chapters: 25

• Number of pages: 250



Construction

• PART I – MM

• PART II - REPERTORY

• Repertory proper

• Index to repertory

• Therapeutic Index

• List of remedies with common & Latin names



• Though it is a clinical repertory it actually contains both 

clinical conditions and subjective symptoms 

• i.e. appetite defective/ increased/ perverted; aversions 

/cravings.

• Mind chapter has subjective symptoms - i.e. emotions, mood 

disposition, propensity etc



Largest chapter - Female Sexual System
Smallest Chapter – Gums



• 1409 medicines (almost all medicines present in the MM)

• Index – 1414 medicines; but 5 medicines appear twice because 

of their dual names.

• Eg: - Cimicifuga- actea racemosa, eriodictylon-yerba santa etc. 

• only 688 medicines in narrative form. Others are given under 

relationship part of various medicines.

• Only few clinical hints are given under few medicines. 

• Medicines arranged in alphabetical order in self 

explanatory abbreviated form. 



ACETIC ACID



• 2 typography 

• Italics (more frequently verified clinical medicines)

• roman

• Rubrics – BOLD CAPITAL

• Sub-rubrics - roman



Headings and subheadings: arranged alphabetically

Order of headings:

• a) Cause - Headache (cephalgia): Cause: bathing, beer weather changes etc.

• b) Type: Headache (cephalgia): Type: anemic, utero-ovarian 

• c) Location: Headache (cephalgia): Location: frontal, vertex 

• d) Character: Headache (cephalgia): Character of pain: aching, throbbing etc.

• e) Concomitant: Headache (cephalgia): Concomitant: anguish, yawning etc.

• f) Modalities: aggravation: Headache (cephalgia) : after drugging 

• g) Modalities: amelioration: Headache (cephalgia): wrapping tightly etc.









Technical names:

• To emphasize the value of symptoms (more than the 

diagnosis) they have been bracketed

• MIND

• FEAR - space (agoraphobia)

• EMOTIONS - Nostalgia(homesickness).



• But exceptions are there to this rule e.g.

• MIND – DELIRIUM – Carphologia (picking at bed clothes)

• EARS - TINNITIS AURIUM (noises in ear)

• FACE – APPEARANCE - CONDITION - Hippocratic (sickly, 

sunken, deathly cold).



Philosophical background:

• The idea of using Location, Sensation, Modality and 

Concomitant is similar to Boenninghausen’s concept of 

complete symptom. 

• The symptoms of patient are either 

• General (or common symptoms) 

• Peculiar (or characteristic) - LSMC



Cross references: 3 types

• To other chapter after the medicines in bold letters bracketed, prefixed by 

“See”. 

• NOSE – BONES - Caries: See Tissues (Generalities).

• To same chapter without medicines i.e. for similar rubrics: prefixed by “See”.

• ABDOMEN - ENTERITIS - See Diarrhea.

• To same chapter with medicine : after the medicines, prefixed by ”See”

• These are of maximum in number. 

• URINARY SYSTEM – SEDIMENT - TYPE - cells, debris (See nephritis)

• FEMALE SEXUAL SYSTEM – COITION – coition, painful…See Vaginismus



FEATURES
• Largest section – Female Sexual system;  Smallest section – Gums

• Largest number of rubrics – Skin – 102;  Least number of 

rubrics – Gums – 12

• Largest number of cross-reference – Modalities – 65

• Least number of cross-reference – Ear – 1

• 2 grades – reference & repertorisation

• Special rubrics

• PROPHYLAXIS;  COMPLAINTS – ABUSE OF (toxic effects of drugs)



To prescribe Prophylactic remedy



ADAPTABILITY
• One sided diseases

• Cases with Clinical diagnosis

• Cases when definite cause is known

• To prescribe on the basis of Pathological General

• To prescribe on the basis of Toxicological effect – GENERALITIES, Complaints, Abuse of

• To prescribe on the basis of SUPPRESSION

• For acute cases

• Nosological diagnosis

• Concomitants given separately; so useful



Totality

• Cause

• Type – clinical, pathological investigation

• Location

• Sensation

• Concomitants

• Modalities 



ANALYSIS

• BASIC

• DETERMINATIVE

• MENTAL& PHYSICAL

• GENERAL MODALITY

• CHARACTERISTIC S/M



• Highest grade single medicine rubrics

• The gradation used in the repertory is based on the clinical 

verification of remedies. Thus it can be inferred that single 

medicine rubrics found in the book should have great clinical 

utility



DEMERITS

• Being a clinical repertory it can never take place of a General 

repertory for which the author refers to Kent, Synthetic, Knerr, Clarke 

etc.

• Dr. Boericke himself says “ this work found numerous suggestions 

based on clinical observations or deductions from partial proving , all 

of which may prove most valuable addition to our materia medica, if 

further verified at bedside.” If these suggestions had been marked, it 

would have enhanced the value of the book.



• Wrong placement of certain rubrics.

• For example- ABDOMEN – ERUPTION - fissure, fistula, 

inflammation (proctitis) etc. 

• LOCOMOTOR SYSTEM - GOUT of chest, eyes, stomach, heart etc



• Alphabetical arrangement is not maintained properly in 

whole through the repertory. 

• Printing mistakes

• Organisation – confusing

• Misplaced rubrics

• Alternating s/m along with subheading CAUSE



BOERICKE’S REPERTORY AS SOURCE

• Synthetic

• Therapeutics of Intoxication – Bernoville

• Complete repertory

• Kunzli’s repertory

• HOMPATH 

• RADAR


