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RESTRIQTED

AMERICAN CONSULATE
Basra, Ireq, January 8, 1953,

The Honerable
Burton Y. Berry, .
Ameriecsn Anbassader,
Baghdaa, -

Dear %y, Anbassador;

The Oonsulete has been informed by Jamsl Omar Nahdmi,
Mutasarrif of Baera Liwa, that he wag inacribed as a sap.
didate for Deputy from the 3 a disteiet of Frdil; and
that eince he would de unopposed in the coming aleations
for that position, no eleotion will be held for it 4in
thet Alastrict and he besones sutomatieally the Deputy from

+. He states that the only other sush situation in
Iraq for this 0ledtion oxiats in one of the Baghdad dis-

- triots, P d 4

The Mutasarrif 8ays he 18 most nleaeed with thie
development end that he has been working for almost two
years to bring it about, eince he wants to 1live in Baghdaa
and has found the heat of Basra and his reaponsibilities
here quite trying,

As oconcerns his "Leader Grant", of whieh he had been
eéxposted to avail himsels early in 1953, he atates that
he still wishes to make the visit to the United States
but would lixe to stpone his departure until nid-June &
of this year. He f:tml to oall at the Embassy to A1lew

ouss matter follewing his departure from Basra toward
the e:# of this month,

BC/R Respectfully Yours,
Amuﬁi .
H”_,Tf'-:,.._/ Deniel Gaudin JrZ,
Y § L ; American Consul %

Copies toj \ o
Public At{airl,Otricor, Baghdaq . ¢

E ~ 177395
" DG/eg - .

Mg S © . - BESIRIOTED
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ACTION COPY

Department of State

IMING TELEGRAM

////,_ -CONFIDENTTAL SECURITY INFORMATIO
ﬂ" ' 2 2
“ Control: 3057 s S;'
Rec'd:  January 9, 1553 o 5
FROM:Baghdad 2:40 p.m.” S gz F8
‘ ‘ m
T0: Secretary of State g o i‘

NO: 861, January 9, 3 p.m.

SENT DEPARTMENT 861, REPEATED INFORMATION [BER®T LONDON,
£ CAIRO, AMMAN, BEIRUT, JIDDA, DAMASCUS, TEL AVIV.

(1) In meeting last night Saleh Jabr and members former Umma
Party, faced with prospect capturing only few Parliament seats
(estimated 12 as compared 20 in previous Parliamentg, took B ol
decision withdraw from elections (Embassy telegram 852, June 8;;5;12
Jabr men TIte instances of government interference against pro= 5:?w
Jabr candldates in Suleimaniya, Erbil, Amara, Naskriya, (repea€ £
Nasiriya), Suk-al-Shuyuk, Kerbala, Kirkuk, and Basra. Reports
of government gerrymandering, manipulating balloting and
inspection committees,  and pressure on would-be candidates in
those areas are abundant: and appear well-founded. .

- e —————— M..
Nurl men, however, say Jabr's withdrawal due fear defeat and
lack discipline in his party. Test of discipline will be
number Jabr candldates who actually withdraw by January 11
deadline since some would have good chance for election with or
wilthout Jabr support.

<

, T
525355-'11/()()"L53

It was reportedly agreed at meeting that Umma men would not
(repeat not) incite violence, but rely on moral effect with-
drawal. This in contrast to call on people "prevent elections' i
prior November'gisturbances which Jabr now claims misinterpreted.

09 peuaniou 6g 2SN IBATNI

(2) Only one leader of former Istiqlal Party (Ismail Ghanem),.
who has good chance of election, participating. Other top
Istlqlal leaders (Faiq Samarrdl, Mohammed Mahdi Kubba, 3iddig
Shenshal (S1ddiq Shinshal)) not (repeat not) standing.

(3) No (repeat no) former National Democratic Pafty men standiniP

(4) Taha Al-Hashemi, president of former UPF, not (repeat not)
participating, but thus farp several other UPF men, Including E
some with Commie records (such as Abdul Razzaq Sheikhly and £
Abdul. Razzaq Deher), are still in the race. TUPF men} 1if they G
do not (repeat not) withdraw have good chance capture upggo ?
five seats. - , ) | o
‘ gl
(5)+ Nine Nuri men .and one independent are unopposed and égv 2
already been certified a8 elected. Wlth exceptions notedoaﬂ' e;ﬂf

Pl v ' .- Nuri
. , REPRODUCTION FROM THIS
{ENT . CONFIDENTIAL SECURITY INFORMATTION COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS

: copy must.| ; - PROH
oy . TM{COPV must: bt returned to DC/R central files with notation of action taken ® i

- i 16—07338-1  aro

b~

L
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Nuri men and independents are only candidates in the race.

(6) Present indicationg ar that martig] law w11l be
maintained (a) because of dghgerous Situation broduceq by
withdraya] top party leaders and (b).because Pending cageg
before wllitary tribunalsg not grepeat not) completeq. Party
formation w111 not (repeat not be permitteq.

) BERRY
IT:MP/9
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Depa;tmenf' of State

CONFIDENTIAL
19 A |
Aciien i ; gonﬁoh 3449
®4 January 10, 1 /
TC ;
Info FROM!B&ghdad 9:15 a.m, ’ ¢
NEA T0: Secretary of State :

NO: 862, January 10, 10 g.m.

| i A
TOTEC. /

o DEPTEL 673, Déceuber 0.

NE has full up to date reports on Imq sltuation ang for

most help re answerin% arizoqa* concerns est consultg-
tion appropriate NE official, E&:Ltua.tion;,,nrb%7 {:

Dblacks Most recent significant event A:gh.r 11b was TCA
demonstration largescals irrigation met 8.

BERRY
SW:MTC/S .
NOTE: #Ag received

/

\H)

Hu1SINIKOY

NOIIY¥3400) TVl

o=

REPRODUCTION FRoM
PV DUASSIFIE,
L.

e
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FOREIGN SERVICE D e
com . AMEMBASSY, BAGHDAD./ A TEReE N

AIR POUCH .20 A 3
PRIORI 15

Y X‘s

TO
W 1xr0 Fof b
o © TEL AVIV JKN_- o Onl
: ) JIiG SLECTIONS LONDON R
usJECT: PRESS COMMENT ON TH FOREHCOI G SLECTIONS LogoaK 308
) ANRARA ©
s -
SUMMARY g ’ hm @/
] T 0
" is election day approaches, the Baghdad press has begun COLI

to exercise a little more daring in discussing the elections :
and in asking the Government to take steps O ensure the ! IFT
freedom of the electorate to vote without interference. The S PS
trend toward specific criticism of the Government hgs been ————
perceptible in recent weeks, in spite of the fact that there IgEIRUT

are no party organs being published. ) :CAIRO
S iomam " JIDDA
0 V] DAMASC!
END SUMMARY )
TRIPOL.

On December 17th, Al Awgat al Bazhdadiya published a
zeneralized editerial statement praising the Government for
its-willingness to amend the electoral law and saying that
"Iragi public opinion attaches special importance to the
result of the coming elections". On December 1&8th the paper
went further and asked the Government to release the internees
on the grounds that "most of the political internees among
party members did not have any connection with the events (of
November 23-26)".

we/Ar

SOTTd
TRIUD)

Taking up the same theme, Al Difaa on December 2lst
argued that the Government and the parties "..should forget
all about past Mmistakes and renew the struggle to regain lost |
opportunities...". The writer, Sadiq al-Bassam, argued that
"The new era and the activities of the present Government...
will undoubtedly eliminate the former hatred and misunder-
standing between the Government on the one hand and the
people and opposition political parties on the other".

ggzl-1/00°L8L

Slightly more specific, Al Akhbar on December 22nd con-
pended that -the release of numerous party memb-rs and
journalists "proves that the Government really desires for
the coming election to be carried out freely and for all
parties to participate in them, which will result in a

Parliament long needed by the people'.
- -2 V:n-:;‘ -
e { i {
_ABAllen/jh ol i | lﬁ

** REPORTER(S) . ( RESTRICTED' ’
. F ) ‘ REPARATION TIME
ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

., The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken.

aairg

oM

€951 63 Kyr -

L % T TR LAkl ke b O B YA R T 5
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e i |l i pENOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE.

oL mespmenE i, oo 125 f
CH R /

SN DT
"“FOREIGN SERVICE D

o cam :

FROM : AMEMBASSY, BAGHDAD.

A
i £ e NTER. : =
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHIYGTON. ATR PO(ESOHR”Y Ef';ﬁ / :5(7

-§V§\}§;O Fofer

. bt b

January 12, 1953
DATE 5

i % . . TEI, AVIV _Use Onl
SUBJECT: PRESS COMMENT ON TH FORTHQQEING SLECTIONS LONDON gign
T PARIS

ANEARA ©

SUMMARY ‘ Y ?@{
- INFO

" hs election day approaches, the Baghdad press has bggun
to exercise a little more daring in discussing the elections
and in asking the Government to tazke steps to ensure the

freedom of the electorate to vote without interference. The :%;g
trend toward specific criticism of the Government has been ey e
perceptible in recent weeks, in spite of the fact that there I pgrryur
are no party organs being published. i :CAIRO
I ‘ o JIDDA
END SUMMARY DAMASC!
JERUSALEM
On December 17th, Al Awgat al Baghdadiya published a TRIPOL:
zeneralized editerial statement praising the Government for O
its-willingness to amend the electoral law and saying that E E;
"Iragi public opinion attaches special importance to the w;
result of the coming elections". On December 18th the paper .
went further and asked the Government to release the internees ~
on the grounds that '"most of the political internees among [0
party members did not have any connection with the events (of ~
November 23-26)". .
O
Taking up the same theme, Al Difaa on December 21lst (@)
argued that the Government and the parties "..should forget ~
all about past Mistakes and renew the struggle to regain lost —
opportunities...", The writer, Sadiq al-Bassam, argued that !
"The new era and the activities of the vresent Government... s
will undoubtedly eliminate the former hatred and misunder- f‘“)
standing between the Government on the one hand and the “%ﬂ
people and opposition political parties on the other™".
Slightly more specific, Al Akhbar on December 22nd con-
tended that the release of numerous party membors and
Journalists "proves that the Government really desires for o
the coming election to be carried out freely and for all 2; m
parties to participate in them, which will result in a ™ B
Parliament long needed by the people™. el =
. : o = or
: =3 oL N )
APAllensin | mmsimIcTED - | A

‘ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

. ‘.Thd‘nétlon office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R flles with an endorsement of action tnk:m.
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Department of Ssare ==L
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Action

Info
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~ trouble in_Diwaniyah not (rpt not) confirmed.

- ‘ME rol 4412
'ds January 13, 1953
FROM:Baghda@53 11:55 a.m,
T0: Secreiary of Ve

NO: 875, January 13, 4 g.p.

SENT DEPT 875; RPTD INFO UNN AMMAN, BEIRUT, CAIRO, DAMASCUS
JIDDA, JERUSALEM, TRIPOLI, TEL, AVIV, LONDON, PARIS, ANKARA.

Trend as of Jan 12, five days before balloting, continy
run clearly to Prospect of Nuri-Palace controlled Parliament
with UPRF only organizeg opposition group likely be represent
Recent developments as follows:

1. As a resyult of Jan 8 decision (EMBTEL 861, Jan 9) estimg
105 of Jabp's 115 candidates have withdrawn "because of open
interference in the elections ang lack of neutrality on the

part of the Govt", ~Several Jabp candldates who withdrew were
unopposed or certain of election. Jabr reportedly asking hi:

2. Certifications of Govt-approveq candidates elected as g
result of withdrawals, gpe pouring into Baghdagq. So far 43

former Jabr man, Dhig Jaffar former Minister of Finance and
Jamil Abdul Wahab former Minister of Justice Nuri's Cabinet
re-elected.

D Although Peports current Japp has agreed to certalirtt of (
his followers Staying in race, UMMA source believes most (
Jabr candidates who did not (rpt not) withdraw will fing 1t
difficult later return to UMma Party if ang when party pe-
instated’because of resentment those withdrawing candidates

T3] T
: ' o
5. As result Jabr candidate -Abul Timman's withdr&hal‘ Mﬁnisteé%

su
of Economics.Pach&chi, running in cooperation with UPR'g Ridha ;~
bibi, virtually.certain of one of two seats In Baghdad's )

- tenth district (proposed s8ite of Gowt o011 refinery for which

RNANENT
CORD COPY .

; ; he negotiated
CONFIDENTIAL SEOURITY INFORIGEocLeted Copy, - oncFROM
PROHIBITED

® This cdpy must be returned to DC/R central fileg with notation of action taken e
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“Page No, 7 m :
. “Des. No, L68 {Cla:riﬁca_f‘:a‘;pé] e i

From Baghdag

On December 30th Sawt al-Jgil hafled the neyw electoral law
as OPeéning a ney stage i 1lif i

tended that thig "puts an end to the interference and influence
which were prev1ously observed". It went on "in election of

them by the bonstitution. Thus, the most important task of the
Present Government is to pay atlention to this Particular bointn

On January 3rd, A1 Saiga Predicteq that the "dandies,
effendig and evep Excellencies" Yill lose ground jip the election
and €Xpresseq its hope that ey and Younger men' 17 Teplace
the "images" who were almost always members op former Chambers.

- /%ﬁifl/),/f?ﬁli

Burton Y Berry

Dept, Pleasge Pass copjag to:

an, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus,
Jidda, Jerusalem, Tripoli, Tel Aviv,
London, Paris, Ankarg

ol RESTRICTED_ “_J
‘““_‘—‘"‘“‘"‘“‘f‘
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CONFIDENTIAL SECURITY INFORMATION
-2- 875, January 13, &.m., from Baghjag =
hé negotiated). Pro-Nupi 6X-Ministep Ec&B%gécs.Abdul N
Mahtoud gt disadvantage against antl-West ependent &

Al-Bassam in Baghdaqd's fourth district, - Mahmoug 1g pri
Nuri figupe likely be "sacrificeq", :

7. Jabp men say Govt, rather thgn attempting concegl f;

elections are controlled, flaunting its interference to

illustrate that Nuri—Palace ¢liqus hag whip hang Whether

electiong direct op indirect, Also claim Nupq out to gde
abr,

BERRY
DU:ED/12 -
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5 Foreign SERY
oM AMEMBASSY, B
0 THE DEPARTM
EF

sl ATR POUCH

UBJECT: CONVERSATION VITH SHA

of Defense ang former Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, ang
mentioned in some quarters as the next Prime Minister——zng Philip

he did not affirm or deny that he was in the running. The impression

claim to stang high with the Regent, which has been questioneq during

the past few moneps.

(4) He interpreteq Saleh Jabr's-withdrawal from the elections
move of fear and of desperation, He did not see how Saleh Jabr

as a
could get mope than 8 or 9

at Basra where Nuri woulq not oppose him,

(5) He attributed
Comministg but saiqg that a

Government of the day woulg have controlled the riots, Its failure
to give orders to use firearms if necessary was largely responsible
for the disturbances getting out of hand. It wag not true that the
then Minister of Defense haq resigned because of the failure of
Mustapha a1 Umari to permit him to yge firearms. Umarj and the

. PWIgelandZep"‘
REFORTER(’) :

the recent disturbances principally to

s would be delighted to have a chance at
Peason than that it would vindicate his

Seats as things stood, even with the seats

show of determination and force by the

: _ el
[
IIII!!l!!!!!!!!!!!llllllll' -__—__T%EFEGFE;TFRET'_"“' '

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT  OF sTATE

The action office must refurn this perm

anent recorq €ODPY to DC/R files With an ava. .
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.Page- __-_'_7 2_\_of i i e Pag\. : of
Py L CONFIDRNTTAL, Bad! Noii-
f"’m\. _ (Castification) ?“P' s

Ministep Nuriddin &hmond'bnd Passed the wopq that soldiers woulg fire ~
against dogbnatratora a8 of Novembep 25th, .

(6) Prine Ministen Nuriddin Mahmoud yag N0t using hig ﬁéwers to
secure the destruction of the Commini st in Iraq, The trialg were not

(7) He felt that tpe economi ¢ policy of the Present Government, would
not be Productive, Fop example, it haq concentrateq op Vegetables at a
ime when they were 8oing out of Season., It haq then concentrateq opn
reduction of the price of fruit, including apples fropm Lebanon, which were
not an element of the working mantg diet, The People wanteq cheaper breaqd,

(8) The trip of Nuri to “ngland was t, accompany Sabap fop medica]
treatment, Nuri haq told him he would be bacj within 8 to 15 days,
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/ Rec’d:  January 27, 1953
FROM: Basra 5:15 p.m.
afo A

T0: Secretary of State
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Umne. leaders tell me decision withdraw candidates Basra due
elections not (repeat not) free and ‘government threats against
11l1terate voters especially outside clty Basra: Dasturi
adherents state decisiom made because Jabr knew national
results would be damaging Umme prestige.

¥/0a

Ummaltes charge Dasturt supporting certain UPF candddates area
1 and 2 and elsewhere Iraq in order show "elections free". T
am convinced this charge correct re Basra Liwa. Ummalites

Say @overnment has by intimidation, other pressures, caused
withdrawal many candidates for exauple, those of Jamali in
Diwaniyeh and of .Omar Nadhmi in Ranya.
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TRIUE)

Former Umme Party Secretary Basra believes Nuri will pick
Madfal as PM new government.

-

General atmosphere among Umme other opposition politicos Basra
1s of upcoming trouble Iraq. 3
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The First Direct Elections of the Iragi Parliament on January 17,1953 .

I US.A. Secret Documents, Published for the first time

Prof. Dr. Asst . Prof. Dr.
Sinan Sadiq Hasain Mohammed H. Kuter
Al- Zaidy Al- Rabay

College of Education Al-Mustansiriyah University
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