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PREFACED THAT

Innovation in PhD Study Programs for Plant Health in Sustainable Agriculture (HarISA)" granted by
ERASMUS+ KA2 call under the number 598444-EPP-1-2018-1-HR-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP (2018-2472 / 001-
001);

The project ambition is to develop joint framework and draft of the curriculum of International Joint
PhD study program in Plant Health in Sustainable Agriculture and to foster regional integration in the
field of plant health research and education among Western Balkan Countries (WBC) and between
WBC and EU.

This document is the result of the joint work of the partners on the above project, which establishes
the general rules of the developed joint PhD program "International Joint PhD program in Plant Health
in Sustainable Agriculture (PHiSA)" (hereinafter: PHiSA).
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Art. 18 - Referral rules
Art. 19 - Agreements among the partner Universities

Art. 20 - PhD degree

Art. 21 — Emendation to the current General principles

Art. 1 - Object of the General principles

This document describes common rules and values of the , International Joint PhD program in Plant
Health in Sustainable Agriculture (PHiSA)” (hereinafter: PHiSA).

Art. 2 - Objectives

In addition to the general objectives of the PhD programmes, outlined in the partner universities
regulations, PHiSA has the specific objectives of training students to attain advanced professional
skills and autonomy, and to assume direct responsibilities in their academic, scientific and research
activities in the field of plant protection, based on sustainable ecological approaches.

Art. 3 - Areas of scientific research and study disciplines

The six focus scientific areas of PHiSA, as defined in the project proposal, are “Diagnosis in plant health
and IPM”, “Sustainable use of pesticides”, “Plant feeders”, “Plant Pathology”, “Weed science”, and
“Mycotoxins and food safety” together with general contents of transversal interest. The learning
outcomes of each focus area and the separate study disciplines are defined in the Curriculum
description.

Art. 4 - General characteristics

PHiSA lasts at least three years (180 ECTS). It can be prolonged according to the national local rules of
each partner University.

A call for the public selection of candidates is issued each academic year. The call indicates the number
of students that could be enrolled and scholarships available for each partner University.

The admission notice at the selection is published on the website of each partner University.

The most qualified candidates, irrespective of gender, age, nationality, religion, ethnicity, and social
class are admitted to PHiSA.

The official language of PHiSA is English. The selection process, implementation and thesis defence are
hold in English.

Art. 5 - PhD program bodies

The bodies of PHiSA are: i) International Board and ii) International Coordinator.
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i) The International Board is composed of representatives from the Consortium partner universities,

that hold scientific-teaching title in plant health plus one PhD student elected among the admitted
students.

The duties of the International Board are:
a) to define guidelines for didactic and scientific activities;

b) to evaluate, at the end of each year, the diligence and the progress of the research of each
PhD student on the basis of a written report and an oral presentation by the PhD student
himself.

The International Boards’ meetings can be held only if there are half plus one of its members present.
Meetings can make use of multimedia tools. Decisions are taken with the favourable vote of the
majority of all members. The coordinator's preference prevails in case of a tie vote.

ii) The International Coordinator is elected by the members of the International Board. After the
election he/she is appointed by the Rector of the respective partner university.

The International Coordinator holds a scientific-teaching title in plant health and is involved at each
level of education at home University.

The duties of the International Coordinator are:

a) to organize, supervise and coordinate the functioning of the Joint PhD Program in
cooperation with the International Board

b) to call sessions and to preside over the International Board.

Art. 6 - Elections of the PhD students in the International Board

The representation of the PhD students in the International Board consists of one PhD student per
admission cycle. The International Board appoints an electoral commission, which organizes the
elections. The Commission convenes the PhD students for the presentation of the candidacies and the
votes which will be done also using digital tools.

Art. 7 - Supervising

The representative in the International Board of each partner University identifies at least one local
supervisor for each PhD student assigned to its seat and proposes at least one supervisor selected
among the partner University professors.

The International Board proposes and confirms the international supervisors.

The supervisor has the task of following and guiding the PhD student in his/her didactic and scientific
training. The supervisor informs the representative of the partner university in the International Board
about advances in the research activity and on any problems and needs related to the research itself,
as well as on the proposal for authorization to carry out part of the research activity of the PhD student
abroad.
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The representative of each partner university in the International Board may write a proposition to

revoke the appointment as supervisor if he/she does not comply with these obligations. Further steps
of supervisor revoking process are in accordance with local rules.

Art. 8 - Requirements and procedure for admission to the PhD program

The admission to the PhD program is allowed to candidates with a minimum of 300 ECTS (or more)
degree and provided with a documented C1 (according to the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment) or higher level of English language.

Criteria for the selection of the candidates:

- to have at least average grade (according to national rules at each partner University) at bachelor
and master studies,

- to have background in natural, biotechnical or other science fields related to PHiSA,

- an advantage is if the candidate has a project related to PHiSA,

- the qualification of the candidate can be evaluated by an interview with the International Board.
Art. 9 — PhD program structure - Training activities

Six focus areas related to plant health are proposed in the study programme (as described in the
curriculum).

Training activities for PhD students are divided into educational activities (minimum 28 or workload
equivalent and maximum 60 ECTS or workload equivalent) and research activities (minimum 120 ECTS
or workload equivalent and maximum 152 ECTS or workload equivalent). The educational activities are
composed of mandatory disciplines (10 ECTS or workload equivalent) and disciplines on topics chosen
from one or more focus areas (20-50 ECTS or workload equivalent). Mandatory disciplines are in
common for all students. All other topics are grouped in the focus areas and are elective. Students
choose them based on their research interest taking care to collect minimum 20 ECTS or workload
equivalent.

The training in mandatory disciplines will be preferably organised by concentrating the activities within
a week, choosing and selecting the most current and relevant topics, each time defined by the
International Board.

Training at distance can be allowed.

The research activities count between 120 and 152 ECTS or workload equivalent and are composed of
experimental work, presentation of the results, preparation of the thesis as it is defined by criteria set
up by the International Board.

Art. 10 — Educational and research activities abroad

The PhD student carries out training periods abroad in public or private institutions for research needs
related to the PhD project for at least six months, also non-continuative. The period is authorized by
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the representative of the partner university in the International Board for at most six months and by
the International Board for more than 6 months abroad. Exceptionally, PhD student may carry out the
period in the home country, outside home university, in an institution recognized by its high scientific-
research excellence, but it must be approved by the International Board. This period may not exceed
18 months.

Art. 11 - Evaluation of the PhD student for admission to the following years

The PhD student confirms or emends the research project or narrow scientific field within three
months from the beginning of the PhD program. If the candidate selection is done based on a research
project, this requirement is already met.

The admission of the PhD students to the following years is subjected to:

a) the regular attendance of the activities of the PhD program. This activity, equal to 60 ECTS per
year, is verified by a daily register of the activities filled by the PhD student, which is signed by
at least one supervisor and by the representative of the respective partner university in the
International Board or based on local rules;

b) the positive evaluation of the annual activity of the PhD student. An intermediate assessment
might be foreseen at the end of the first semester of each year of the PhD program, when the
PhD student is required to present a short written report on the activities carried out until that
time. At the end of each year of the course the PhD student is required to present a detailed
written report and a brief oral presentation concerning the activity carried out so that the
International Board, based on the opinion of the Supervisor, evaluates the diligence and the
progress of the research in order to, in accordance with local rules, admit the PhD student to
the next year.

The status of a student, or any change of its status at the PhD program, is regulated in
accordance with the national rules at each partner University.

The application of the topic of the doctoral dissertation is conducted in accordance with the
national local rules at each partner university. Student reports a topic after coordination with
the supervisors. Doctoral dissertation topic report must contain at least:

A) Proposal of Doctoral Dissertation Topic
B) Explanation of the Topic

C) Methodology of work

D) Expected scientific contribution.

Art. 12 - Evaluation of the PhD student for admission to the thesis defence

The evaluation of the PhD student for admission to the thesis defence is conducted in accordance
with national local rules at each partner University.

Art. 13 — Language of the PhD thesis

The PhD student writes the thesis in English. The thesis is accompanied by a summary in English and in
the local language of the partner University.
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Art. 14 — The PhD thesis defence

The final exam consists in the presentation and public discussion of the PhD thesis. At the end of the
discussion, the Commission approves or rejects the thesis. It is at the discretion of the Commission,
with a unanimous vote, to award the title with honours in the presence of results of particular scientific
importance. The home University ensures the publicity of the assessment procedures, including the
opinions on the individual candidates. The PhD Diploma is issued by the Rector who, at the request of
the interested party, certifies its achievement.

Art. 15 - Rights and duties of the PhD student
Rights and duties of PhD student follow the national local rules of each partner University.
Art. 16 — Supervising activities, integrative teaching and compatible activities

As an integral part of the training, the PhD student can perform teaching activities in the form of
tutorials in accordance with the rules of the home University. The teaching activities must be
compatible with the PhD program training activities and may be awarded to second- and third-year
PhD students.

Art.17 - Collision of the General Principles and Local rules

Any matter which is not regulated or defined by these General Principles shall be deemed to have been
regulated by legal acts of partner universities. In case that certain provisions of these General Principles
are in collision with the mentioned local rules, the latter will be applied.

Art. 18 - Referral rules

This regulation follows European Charter for Researchers and a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment
of Researchers (European Commission 21620) as the joint rule set up in the EU's policy to boost
researchers' careers. This regulation integrates, as expressly provided for by this, the provisions of the
current national legislation, which find full and direct application in any case.

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Agriculture

e Statute of the University of Zagreb, 9th October 2017, purified text from the Statut 2005

e Law on Scientific Activity and Higher Education - in force since 15.08.2003. (NN 123/03,
198/03, 105/04, 174/04, 02/07, 46/07, 45/09, 63/11, 94/13, 139/13, 101/14, 60/15, 131/17,
Section 2.

e University of Zagreb: Regulations for doctoral studies at the University of Zagreb

e University of Zagreb: Regulations on the procedure for evaluating doctoral study programs at
the University of Zagreb — revised text valid from 19t September 2016.

e University of Zagreb: Regulations for international dual doctorates (Cotutelle de these) May
13t 2008.

Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, Faculty of Agrobiotechnical Sciences Osijek

e Law on Scientific Activity and Higher Education, NN 123/2003, /eli/sluzbeni/2003/123/1742
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The Statute of Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, 8th, July, 2019, purified text from
The Statut 2013.

Code of Ethics of Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek, April 23rd, 2011.

Ordinance on postgraduate studies at the University Josip Juraj Strossmayer of Osijek, 17 July
2015.

Regulations on postgraduate studies at Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek; Statute
and Article 1

Regulations on postgraduate University (doctoral) study program “Agricultural sciences”
issued 2018/2019 academic year, valid from 9th of October 2019

University of Bari Aldo Moro

the Statute of the University of Bari Aldo Moro;

Law no. 210 of 3rd July 1998, and specifically section 4;

Law n. 240 of 30th December 2010, and specifically section 19;

the Ministerial Decree n. 240 of 14th December 2021 “Regulations for the accreditation of
doctorate schools and courses and criteria for the organization of doctorate courses by
institutions which have received accreditation”;

the University of Bari regulations for Doctorate Research, issued by Rector Decree no. 1479 of
22nd April 2022;

the regulations of the University of Bari Aldo Moro for didactics;

the notice from MUR, prot. n. 000301 of 22nd March 2022 about: “Operative indications on
the procedures of accreditation of doctorate courses for the academic year 2022/2023”

Agricultural University, Plovdiv

RULES for enrolment, training and movement of students, graduate students and doctoral
students at the Agricultural University — Plovdiv, adopted by the Academic council in 2018
Methodological Standards and Procedures for Development and Maintenance of the Study
Documentation about "Doctoral Degree” of the Agricultural University-Plovdiv from 2018
Higher Education Act (HEA), SG No. 112 of 27 December 1995 and last amended and
supplemented, No. 30 of 03.04.2018, in force since 05.05.2018; issue 86 of 18.10.2018, in
force since 20.01.2019

The Law for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. Prom. in State
Gazette, no. 38 of 21.05.2010; last ed. and add., no. 30 from 03.04.2018, in force from
05.05.2018

Regulations for application of the Law for development of the academic staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria, Prom. in SG, no. 75 of 24 September 2010, last ed. and ext. SG, no. 56 of July 6,
2018.

Regulations of the Agricultural University-Plovdiv for application of the Law for development
of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. Adopted by the Academic council in 2012
and amended in 2017 and 2018.

The National Qualifications Framework of the Republic of Bulgaria, adopted by the Ministerial
Council decision Ne 96 / 02.02.2012

Agricultural University of Athens

the Statute of Agricultural University of Athens
Law no. 4485/2017 (FEK part A" 114/4-8-2017), articles 30-31, 38-43 and 45, par. 2
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e The regulations of Doctoral studies of the Department of Crop Science, AUA (FEK part A’
1888/28-5-2019) approved by Rector Decree no. 555/22-04-2019

Agricultural University of Tirana

e Law No. 80/2015, “On Higher Education and Scientific Research in Higher Education
Institutions in the Republic of Albania”, Article 77; Third cycle study programs, Article 79;
Doctoral studies, Article 106; Accreditation, Article 113; Grant of Scientific Research work.

e Manual for Procedures and Deadlines for Quality Assessment within the accreditation of
Higher Education Institutions and study programs 2017.

e Decision No. 41, dated 24.1.2018, “For elements of study programs offered by higher
education institutions”.

e Decision No. 112, dated 23.2.2018 for determining the criteria for obtaining the scientific
degree "doctor" and state standards for obtaining academic titles "associate professor" and
"professor".

e Decision No. 879, dated 18.12.2019 On some changes and additions to Decision No. 41, Dated
24.1.2018, of the Council of Ministers, "on the elements of study programs offered by high
education institutions"

e Statute of the Agricultural University of Tirana

e Basic regulation for the third cycle of studies (Doctorate) at AUT, issued by Rector 2018.

e Faculty of Agriculture and Environment Doctoral Studies Regulation, issued by Dean 2018

»F. San Noli” University of Korce, Faculty of Agriculture

e The Statute of “Fan S. Noli” University, approved with the decree no 56, 02/08/2018 of the
Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth.

e Regulation on the Teaching Activity and Scientific Research of “Fan S. Noli” University
approved by the Senate Decree of the University No 578, 10/02/2018.

e Regulation on the Teaching Activity and Scientific Research of the Agriculture Faculty.

e Law 80/2015, 07/22/2015 “For Higher Education and Scientific Research on the Institutions
of Higher Education in The Republic of Albania”.

e Decree 112, 02/23/208 for the Criteria’s for Obtaining the Scientific Degree “PhD” and the
State Standards for Obtaining the Academic Title “Associated Professor” and “Professor”.

e Guidance No 52, 12/03/2015 from The Ministry of Education and Sports for Determining the
Levels of Foreign Language and International Tests, for the Acceptance Criteria’s in the
Second and Third Cycle of Study Programs, in the Institutions of Higher Education.

University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Agriculture and Food Sciences

¢ The Law on Higher Education (Sarajevo Canton Official Gazette, No.: 33/17), Canton Sarajevo
Ministry for Education, Science and Youth

e The University of Sarajevo Statute, 28.11.2018.

e The Study rules for the doctoral studies at the University of Sarajevo, 19.12.2018.

e Decision regarding the Study rules for the doctoral studies at the University of Sarajevo, No:
01-1101-79/18, 19.12.2018.

e Decision on Amendments to the the Study rules for the doctoral studies at the University of
Sarajevo, No.: 01-3-40/19, 30.01.2019.

e Decision amending and supplementing the Study rules for the doctoral studies at the
University of Sarajevo, No.: 01-32-137/19, 30.10.2019.
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The Rulebook on accreditation of higher education institutions and study programs (Sarajevo
Canton Official Gazette, No.: 21/19), Canton Sarajevo Ministry for Education, Science and
Youth

Public Documents Content Rulebook issued by higher education institutions in the Sarajevo
Canton (Sarajevo Canton Official Gazette, No.: 49/19), Canton Sarajevo Ministry for
Education, Science and Youth.

Rulebook on the procedure for proposing, evaluating, adopting new and amending existing
study programs and curricula at the University of Sarajevo, No.: 01-1101-97-1/18,19.12.2018.

University of Mostar, Agricultural and food technology faculties

The Law about higher education Hercegovacko-neretvanska county (,Official Gazette of
HNZ“, No. 4/13)

The Statute of the University of Mostar (no. 01-283/13)

The Rules of doctoral studies at University of Mostar (no. 01-2379/14)

University of Belgrade, Faculty of Agriculture

The Law about higher education, the Ministry of education, science and technology
development Republic of Serbia (,,Official Gazette of RS“, No. 88/2017; 27/2018; 73/2018
67/2019 and 6/2020).

The Law on science and research the Ministry of education, science and technology
development Republic of Serbia (,Official Gazette of RS“ No. 49/2019)

The Rules of the standards and procedure for accreditation of study programs, the Ministry
of education, science and technology development Republic of Serbia (,,Official Gazette of
RS“ No. 88/2017

Statute of the University of Belgrade (University of Belgrade Gazette, No 201, from 29
February 2018).

Rule book of doctoral studies on University of Belgrade (,Official Gazette of RS“ No.
191/2016 from 24. May 2016).

Rule book on entry of students to University study programs in Belgrade (, Official Gazette of
RS“ No. 168/2012 from 26. October 2012).

University of Novi Sad

The Statute of the University of Novi Sad, Republic of Serbia (01-141/1; entered into force on
16.03.2018, amendments and supplements: 05.04.2018, 13.02.2019, 29.09.2020 and
28.01.2022)

The Rules of Doctoral Studies of the University of Novi Sad (01-134/3, 25.02.2021, applicable
from 01.04.2021)

The Regulation on Double Mentorship and Double Doctorates (04-179/5; entered into force
on 20.07.2016, amendments and supplements: 21.06.2018.)

The Law on Higher Education (,Official Gazette of RS“, No. 88/2017; 73/2018; 27/2018 —
other law, 67/2019, 6/2020 — other laws, 11/2021 — authentic interpretation and 67/2021 —
other law)

The Law on Science and Research (,,Official Gazette of RS“ No. 49/2019)

The Regulation on the Standards and Procedure for Accreditation of Study Programmes
(,,Official Gazette of RS“, No. 13/2019, 1/2021 and 19/2021)
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e The Rules of doctoral study regulations, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Novi Sad,
Republic of Serbia (1000/0102, 23.10.2018.)

University of Montenegro, Biotechnical Faculty

e The Law about higher education (,Official Gazette of Montenegro”, No. 044/14; 052/14;
047/15; 040/16; 042/17)

e The Statute of the University of Montenegro (2015)

e The Rules of doctoral studies at University of Montenegro (Bulletin no. 339/15)

¢ Guidance for doctoral studies, University of Montenegro (Jun 2016)

e Strategy for development of University of Montenegro (July 2019)

Art. 19 - Agreements among the partner Universities

The procedure for carrying out a co-supervised doctorate requires the signing of a doctoral co-
tutorship agreement, which has individual research validity and the issue of the title.

The co-operation agreement is prioritized by the signing of a Framework Agreement between partner
universities, which has general validity and contains a brief description of the areas of scientific-
disciplinary collaboration.

Art. 20 - PhD degree

The co-protection path of the PhD program involves the alternation of an approximately equivalent
research period in two universities between which an agreement is entered into. At the end of this
process, a double qualification degree is issued which is valid in both countries.

The diploma will be issued by two institutions: home institution where the candidate is enrolled and
partner University from which the second supervisor is based. Rectors of both institutions are assigned
to award the student with the diploma and promotion will take place at home university.

Art. 21 — Emendation to the current General Principles

The regulation can be modified, unless the modification entails modifications to the regulation which
would violate the principle of equal treatment of signatories.

The amendments can be requested by any signature of this regulation.

The changes will be approved by unanimous vote.
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Date, place:
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Signature page 4

Agricultural University-Plovdiv,
12 Mendeleev Blvd., 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria
represented by:

Prof. Hristina Yancheva, PhD, Rector

i
Ly of Ag

S, 10000

nlact: harissa@agr.hr

Zagreb,

Date, place:
/.04 2008
P/ oy S

Signature and stamp:




University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture
- Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb,
Croatia
Erasmus + Contact: harissa@aar.hr

www.agr.hr

HarlSA
Co- Funded by the European Union

Signature page 5

’_;jc//:‘ﬁi/,zc;zj , AH,H,'{ )
Date, place:

Agricultural University of Athens
lera Odos 75, 11855, Athens, Greece
represented by:

ure and stamp:

Prof. Spyridon Kintzios, PhD, Rector
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University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture
Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb,

Croatia
EraSmUS+ Contact: harissa@agr.hr

www.agr.hr

Co- Funded by the European Union

Signature page 6

Agricultural University of Tirana, Rruga “Paisi Date, place:
Vodica”, Kodér-Kaméz, Tirané

represented by: Signature and stamp:

Prof. Fatbardh Sallaku, Rector

r/ JZN/;//'
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Co- Funded by the

Signature page 7

“Fan S. Noli” University of Korgé, Faculty of Date, place:
Agriculture
Shétitore “Rilindasit”, Korgé, Albania Signature and stamp:

represented by:

Prof. Dhimitri Bello, PhD, Rector
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University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture
Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb,

Croatia
ErasmUS + Contact: harissa@agr.hr

www.agr.hr

Co- Funded by the European Union

Signature page 8

University of Sarajevo Date, place:
Obala Kulina bana 7/11, 71 000 Sarajevo, Bosnia Sarajevo, 13. 10. 2022. 0101-10837-2/22
and Herzegovina

represented by:

Prof. Rifat Skrijelj, PhD, Rector




B oo+ R

Signature page 9
University of Mostar, Agricultural and Food Date, place: . 09 2022
P [ 7,020
Ur. bren™ Of— 5274 <<
Technology Faculty g% e

Trg hrvatskih velikana 1, 88000 Mostar, Bpsjia
and Herzegovina
represented by

prof. Zoran Tomic, PhD, Rector




University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture 7
Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb, |

Erasmus+ Yathceiis
Contact: harissa@agr.hr . HarlSA

www.agr.hr
Co- Funded by the European Union
Signature page 10
University of Belgrade Date, place:

05 SEP 2022

Studentski trg 1, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia

represented by:

Signature ajid stamp:

prof. Vladan Dokic, PhD, Rector




University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture

Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb,
. Croatia
b ErasmUS + Contact: harissa@agr.hr

www.agr.hr
Co- Funded by the Eur in Union
Signature page 11
University of Novi Sad Date, place:
40,2022,
Dr. Zorana Dindi¢a 1, 21000 Novi Sad NOV 1 -SAD

represented by:

Prof. Dr. Dejan Madic, PhD, Rector




University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture

Svetosimunska street 25, 10000 Zagreb,
Erasmus+ Sackack e i
Contact: harissa r.hr HarlSA

www.agr.hr
Co- Funded by the European Union

Signature page 12

7 U VO Sy
Date, place: { v A‘) u/.’ Cq

University of Montenegro, Biotechnical Faculty

Cetinjski put 2, 81000 Podgorica, Montenego
represented by: ; & h : ignature and stamp:

Prof. Vladimir Bozovié, PhD, Rector

UNIVE GORIE

Podgo



