
Lesson 171

Sanctified Lips

Isaiah 6:1-13



MEMORY VERSE
ISAIAH 6:1
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on
a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled
the temple.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A sheet of white paper or construction paper, scissors, markers, a
hole punch and string.

ATTENTION GETTER!

Centipede Follow-the-Leader
Divide your class into three or four teams.  Have the students hold
the waist of the person in front of them.  Choose one team to be the
“leader” team.  Have the lead team walk around the class and do
different things.  They may walk three steps forward, two steps
sideways, hop or shout something like, “hallelujah!”  The object is
that the “follower” groups will imitate the same movements.  After
a short while, choose another team to lead.

Ask the class to sit down in a circle and introduce today’s lesson.
The Lord may call us to do something for Him.  We need to be
ready to follow our leader, Jesus.  We should be ready and
willing to serve Jesus.

LESSON TIME!
Isaiah was a prophet.  He was called to be a faithful witness during a
time that the nation Israel was in rebellion.  Though Isaiah was
keenly aware of his own sinfulness and unworthiness, God
cleansed and purified, prepared, and called Him to be His
instrument.  Let us be ready and willing to serve God!



I S AIAH 6:1-4
In  the  year  that  King Uz z i ah  d i ed ,  I  s aw  the  Lord
s i t t ing on  a th rone ,  h i gh  and  l i f t ed  u p ,  and  the  t rain
of  Hi s  robe  f i l l ed  the  t em p le .

Abov e  i t  s t ood  serap h im ; eac h  one  had  s i x  w ings :
w i th  tw o  he  c ov ered  h i s  f ac e ,  w i th  tw o  he  c ov ered
h i s  f ee t ,  and  w i th  tw o  he  f l ew .

And  one  c r i ed  t o  another  and  said :  "Ho ly ,  ho ly ,  ho ly
i s  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ;  The  w ho le  ear th  i s  f u l l  o f  Hi s
glory !"

And  the  p os t s  o f  the  door  w ere  shaken  by  the  v o i c e
o f  h im  w ho  c r i ed  ou t ,  and  the  hou se  w as  f i l l ed  w i th
sm oke .

Isaiah wrote about a vision he had of the Lord during the year that
King Uzziah died.  King Uzziah was a great king that believed in God
and brought prosperity to Israel; but in his later years, he chose to
be disobedient; he refused to destroy the altars and temples built
on high places where the people worshipped.  Because of his
disobedience, the Lord struck King Uzziah with leprosy.  As a result,
he lived in complete isolation until the day of his death.  The sad
end of this once great king should remind us that disobedience to
God brings consequences.

The Lord chose to make Himself visible to Isaiah and his vision
reveals the majesty of God.  Words cannot capture God’s great
splendor.  The seraphim or “burning ones” represent God’s
holiness.  



I S AIAH 6:5
S o  I  s aid :  "Woe i s  m e ,  f or  I  am  u ndone ! Bec au se  I  am
a m an  o f  u nc l ean  l ip s ,  And  I  dw el l  i n  the  m ids t  o f  a
p eop le  o f  u nc l ean  l ip s ;  For  m y eyes  hav e  s een  the
King,  The  LORD  o f  hos t s ."

Isaiah’s encounter with God filled him with humility.  Seeing God
in His splendor, Isaiah saw his own wretchedness.  Looking around
at people, we may convince ourselves that we look pretty good; but
a real encounter with God will always cause us to see ourselves in a
true light.  No man who has truly seen God can be proud.  There is
nothing holy, clean, or righteous in us apart from the cleansing
blood of Jesus.  We can all agree with Isaiah, "Woe is me, for I am
undone!  Because I am a man of unclean lips.”

Isaiah not only saw himself in a different light—as a sinner—he
realized he was dwelling among a sinful people.

White as Snow!
Ask your class how many of them have heard the worship song
“White as Snow.”  If you are unfamiliar with it, you may want to
research it out before the class.  Have a time of discussion about
forgiveness and what it means to be cleansed of our sins.  The Bible
tells us that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all unrighteousness
and even though our sins were as scarlet, His blood can make them
white as snow (Isaiah 1:18).

In this craft the children will make a snowflake to remind them
that we can be made white as snow in Jesus.  You will need a sheet
of white paper or construction paper, scissors, markers, a hole
punch, and string.  Cut the paper into squares.  Ask each child to
take the paper and fold it in half.  Then fold in half again and then
fold in half a third time.  Next, ask the children to make small cuts



from the edges as well as in the center.  Do not cut too much—you
need room for writing.  Teachers may want to do a practice one at
home.  

After cutting, open up the paper to reveal the design of the
snowflake.  Find and edge and have the children write their name
and Isaiah 1:18.  They may want to decorate them with silver
glitter.  With the hole-punch, punch a hole in one of the corners.
Tie string to the hole and the children can now hang up their
snowflake for display.  As part of this activity, you can sing the
“White as Snow” song together as a class.

I S AIAH 6:6-7
Then  one  o f  the  s erap h im  f l ew  to  m e,  hav ing in  h i s
hand  a l i v e  c oal  w h i c h  he  had  t aken  w i th  the  t ongs
f rom  the  al t ar .

And  he  t ou c hed  m y m ou th  w i th  i t ,  and  said :  "Beho ld ,
th i s  has  t ou c hed  you r  l i p s ;  You r  in iqu i t y  i s  t aken
aw ay ,  And  you r  s in  p u rged ."

Isaiah was a sinner like you and me.  He recognized his sin and
confessed it before the Lord.  The Lord purified Isaiah by touching
his lips with the hot coal.  God often uses fire in the Bible when He
speaks of purifying us from sin.  The passage does not say that
when the “live coal” (meaning it was hot) touched Isaiah’s lips, it
burned; but, imagine how it may have felt!  

Jesus took all our sins when He died on the cross, so we would be
cleansed and purified through faith in Him.  The work of cleansing
is God’s work.  We, like Isaiah, need only to acknowledge our sin to
receive forgiveness, cleansing, and purifying.  It is God who
cleanses and it is God who changes us into what He wants us to be.



I S AIAH 6:8
Al so  I  heard  the  v o i c e  o f  the  Lord ,  s ay ing:  "Whom
shal l  I  s end ,  And  w ho  w i l l  go  f or  Us ?"  Then  I  s aid ,
"Here  am  I ! S end  m e."

Upon his acknowledgement and confession of sin, God cleansed
and purified Isaiah.  But, His work did not stop there.  God desired
to use Isaiah as His instrument.  Isaiah dwelt among “a people of
unclean lips.”  God would use Isaiah as His faithful witness to them.

As we confess our sins, it is the work of God to cleanse and purify
us.  He then desires to prepare us to be His instrument.  This, too, is
God’s work and not ours.  In Ephesians 2:10 we read, “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Just as Isaiah
did not prepare himself, we can never prepare ourselves to be in a
place to be used by God.  God does the preparation in our hearts
and we just respond to Him.  

The Lord spoke and asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
Us?”  What was Isaiah’s response?  God had prepared Isaiah’s heart,
and his yearning was to do God’s pleasure.  His response was
without hesitation--he said, “Here am I!  Send me.”  God has a plan
and purpose for each of us.  May we yield to the work of God as he
prepares our hearts and may we respond to God’s call without
hesitation!  Let us be ready and willing to serve God!

God desires to minister to His people as well as to reach the world.
He can use any means to do it.  Why doesn’t God just write
messages in the sky or speak with a loud voice?  God has given us
the privilege of responding to His call and being His instrument to
serve those around us and to reach the world with His message of
love and salvation.  God is looking for people willing to say, “Here
am I, send me.”  



I S AIAH 6:9-10
And  He  said ,  "Go ,  and  t e l l  t h i s  p eop le :  'Keep  on
hear ing,  bu t  do  not  u nders t and ;  Keep  on  see ing,  bu t
do  not  p erc e iv e . '

"M ake  the  hear t  o f  th i s  p eop le  du l l ,  And  the i r  ear s
heav y ,  And  shu t  the i r  eyes ;  Les t  they  s ee  w i th  the i r
eyes ,  And  hear  w i th  the i r  ear s ,  And  u nders t and  w i th
the i r  hear t ,  And  re tu rn  and  be  heal ed ."

God spoke to Isaiah to go and speak the truth, confronting a
disobedient people who were steeped in idolatry and wickedness.
God would be faithful to speak through Isaiah even though He
knew His people would not listen.  Isaiah would be His witness
among them.

Although we are called to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ
and His saving grace, there will be those people who refuse to hear
and see the truth because of the blindness sin has caused in their
hearts.  We are responsible to be a faithful witness, reaching out
and giving people an opportunity to respond.  We are not
responsible for whether or not they receive the message we deliver.
Let us be ready and willing to serve God!

IS AIAH 6:11-12
Then  I  s aid ,  "Lord ,  how  long?"  And  He  answ ered :
"Unt i l  t he  c i t i es  are  l aid  w as t e  and  w i thou t
inhabi t an t ,  The  hou ses  are  w i thou t  a m an ,  The  l and
i s  u t t er l y  deso l at e ,

The  LORD  has  rem ov ed  m en  f ar  aw ay ,  And  the
f orsaken  p l ac es  are  m any  in  the  m ids t  o f  the  l and .



Because of the hardness of the people’s hearts, the Lord would
destroy everything.  Yet, as a faithful witness, Isaiah was
commissioned to speak and live out the truth. As a chosen prophet
from God, he was to warn the people of what would happen as a
consequence of their continued rebellion.

How faithful God is!  God is all-knowing, and He knew the people
would not respond; yet, in His love, He would be faithful to call, to
warn, and to give them opportunity up until the very end.  The
Bible says that God is “not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

How tragic that God was lovingly speaking and warning His people,
but they would not turn and let God heal them.  How do we
respond to God’s truth?  We would do well to always examine our
hearts.  Do we hear, see, and understand God’s Word, or has sin
hardened our hearts and blinded our eyes?  Let us never be like the
people of Israel were then—unwilling to turn from their rebellious
ways.  May our hearts be always soft and sensitive to God’s truth.
Let us be ready and willing to serve God!

IS AIAH 6:13
Bu t  yet  a t en th  w i l l  be  in  i t ,  And  w i l l  r e tu rn  and  be
f or  c onsu m ing,  As  a t erebin th  t ree  or  as  an  oak ,
Whose  s tu m p  rem ains  w hen  i t  i s  c u t  dow n .  S o  the
ho ly  s eed  shal l  be  i t s  s tu m p ."

After God’s judgment, it will look like the whole nation has been
wiped out!  Though the nation appears dead, they will be like a tree
that has been cut down, yet a stump remains.  God promises that
one-tenth (one out of every ten people) would one day return to
the land.  



Let us be ready to respond to God’s call upon our lives!  Our
response to His love and work in our lives will cause us to desire to
serve Him.  Remember, we do not serve Him because we think we
are good enough.  We will never be good enough to be in His
presence and be used by Him.  It is God, by His grace, who cleanses,
purifies, and prepares us to be His instrument.  Anything good that
comes out of our lives is all by His great grace!  Let us be ready
and willing to serve God!

Come Along Tag
God wants us to come along with Him to share the good news of
Jesus!  Play this game by playing a regular game of tag with one
person.  Then each time “It” tags someone, that person must join
hands or link arms with “It,” but only “It” can tag another student.
Play until most of the group has joined “It.”

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to be ready and
willing to serve at any time.  Pray that the Lord will reveal His will
and plans for the children, so they can begin to obey Him, even at a
young age.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to
the Gospel, give them opportunity.




