
Lesson 139

Elihu Contradicts Job’s Friends

Job 32:1-37:24



MEMORY VERSE
Job 34:12
“Surely God will never do wickedly, nor will the Almighty
pervert justice.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A small balloon for each child in your class and confetti

One to two hula-hoops depending on class size (one for each 8 – 10
children).

Scraps of fabric, felt, lace, yarn, etc., construction paper, scissors,
glue, glitter, markers or crayons

Tell children that the attention-getting signal you'll use during this
lesson is clapping your hands three times.  Ask children to respond
by clapping their hands three times and focusing their attention on
you.  Rehearse the signal with the children, telling them to respond
quickly so you have plenty of time for all the fun activities planned
for this lesson.

ATTENTION GETTER!

I Just Gotta Say Something!
For this activity, give each child a small balloon.  (This activity is
probably best for 2nd Grade and above.)  Help the children put just
a little bit of confetti in each balloon before blowing them up. Have
each child blow up their balloon and tie them.  Then give each
child a small pushpin and on the count of three have them all pop
their balloons.  Collect the pins back and ask for volunteers to help
with the clean up after class.  You may want to, instead, have the
children just blow up the balloons (not tie them); then instruct
them to let the air out on the count of three.



Today we are going to learn about a young man by the name of
Elihu, the youngest of Job’s counselors.  He had listened to Job’s
three friends and Job’s answers for a long time and now wanted to
say some things himself.  He was waiting and waiting.  Finally, he
could not wait any longer and jumped in.  Maybe he felt like he was
about to pop like our balloons if he did not say anything.  Let’s take
a look at what was so important for him to share with Job.

LESSON TIME!
In our lesson today, we find Job in big need of real encouragement.
His three friends tried their best to analyze and show their friend
Job why he was in such a horrible situation.  Their attempt to help
their Job only brought about more problems for him.  Job only got
an ear-full of their own wisdom; and as a result, he laid his boil-
stricken body on his bed of ashes with sorrow and pain.

It’s natural for us to sometimes think the worse about God’s plan
for our life when we are going through a difficult trial.  Job wanted
answers, but up till now, he was still wondering why he had to
suffer.  What was God doing and why was He allowing this to
happen to him when he had done nothing to deserve such
treatment?  God is never wicked or unjust.   He had a plan for
Job’s life, though Job could not yet see it.

At this time, however, Job would need to endure the advice of one
more counselor.

J OB  32
S o  these  th ree  m en  c eased  answ er ing J ob,  bec au se  he
w as  r i gh t eou s  in  h i s  ow n  eyes .



Then  the  w rath  o f  El ihu ,  the  son  o f  Barac he l  the
Bu z i t e ,  o f  the  f am i ly  o f  Ram , w as  arou sed  again s t
J ob;  h i s  w rath  w as  arou sed  bec au se  he  j u s t i f i ed
h im se l f  rather  than  God .

Al so  again s t  h i s  th ree  f r i ends  h i s  w rath  w as  arou sed ,
bec au se  they  had  f ou nd  no  answ er ,  and  yet  had
c ondem ned  J ob.

N ow  bec au se  they  w ere  years  o lder  than  he ,  El ihu
had  w ai t ed  t o  sp eak  t o  J ob.

When  El ihu  saw  that  there  w as  no  answ er  in  the
m ou th  o f  these  th ree  m en ,  h i s  w rath  w as  arou sed .

S o  El ihu ,  the  son  o f  Barac he l  the  Bu z i t e ,  answ ered
and  said :  " I  am  you ng in  years ,  and  you  are  v ery  o ld ;
Theref ore  I  w as  af raid ,  And  dared  not  dec l are  m y
op in ion  t o  you .

I  s aid ,  'Age  shou ld  sp eak ,  And  m u l t i tu de  o f  years
shou ld  t eac h  w i sdom .'

Bu t  there  i s  a  sp i r i t  i n  m an ,  And  the  breath  o f  the
Alm igh ty  gi v es  h im  u nders t and ing.

Great  m en  are  not  alw ays  w i se ,  N or  do  the  aged
alw ays  u nders t and  ju s t i c e .

"Theref ore  I  s ay ,  'L i s t en  t o  m e ,  I  a l so  w i l l  dec l are  m y
op in ion . '

Indeed  I  w ai t ed  f or  you r  w ords ,  I  l i s t ened  to  you r
reason ings ,  w h i l e  you  searc hed  ou t  w hat  t o  s ay .



I  p aid  c l ose  at t en t i on  t o  you ;  And  su re ly  not  one  o f
you  c onv inc ed  J ob,  Or  answ ered  h i s  w ords ;

Les t  you  say ,  'We hav e  f ou nd  w i sdom ';  God  w i l l
v anqu i sh  h im , not  m an .

N ow  he  has  not  d i rec t ed  h i s  w ords  again s t  m e ;  S o  I
w i l l  no t  answ er  h im  w i th  you r  w ords .

"They  are  d i sm ayed  and  answ er  no  m ore ;  Words
esc ap e  them .

And  I  hav e  w ai t ed ,  bec au se  they  d id  not  sp eak ,
Bec au se  they  s t ood  s t i l l  and  answ ered  no  m ore .

I  a l so  w i l l  answ er  m y p ar t ,  I  t oo  w i l l  dec l are  m y
op in ion .

For  I  am  f u l l  o f  w ords ;  The  sp i r i t  w i th in  m e c om p el s
m e.

Indeed  m y be l l y  i s  l i k e  w ine  that  has  no  v en t ;  I t  i s
ready  t o  bu rs t  l i k e  new  w inesk in s .

I  w i l l  sp eak ,  that  I  m ay  f ind  re l i e f ;  I  m u s t  op en  m y
l ip s  and  answ er .

Let  m e not ,  I  p ray ,  show  p ar t i al i t y  t o  anyone ;  N or  l e t
m e f l at t er  any  m an .

For  I  do  not  know  how  to  f l at t er ,  El s e  m y M aker
w ou ld  soon  t ake  m e aw ay .



Job’s three friends were convinced that there was some sin in Job’s
life that brought about his suffering.  Their theory was that
suffering is always God’s punishment for evil actions.  They would
not move from their argument with Job so they stopped their
discussion with him after he refused to admit any sin.  But Job
knew that he had lived right before God and others (ch. 29) and
had avoided wrong thoughts and actions (ch. 31).  Job was not
going to make up a sin just to satisfy his friends.

Young Elihu now rebukes the three friends for being unable to give
Job a reasonable answer for why he was suffering.  He had
remained silent until now because he was younger, but he could
not hold back from sharing his thoughts any longer.  Those who are
older are said to be wiser, but age does not necessarily make men
wise; rather, wisdom comes from God who makes us wise (vs. 7-9).
(Note:  It certainly it is important that we respect those who are
older than us.)

J OB  33:1-11
"Bu t  p l ease ,  J ob,  hear  m y sp eec h ,  And  l i s t en  t o  al l
m y  w ords .

N ow , I  op en  m y m ou th ;  M y  tongu e  sp eaks  in  m y
m ou th .

M y w ords  c om e f rom  m y u p r i gh t  hear t ;  M y  l ip s  u t t er
p u re  know ledge .

The  S p i r i t  o f  God  has  m ade m e,  And  the  breath  o f  the
Alm igh ty  gi v es  m e l i f e .

I f  you  c an  answ er  m e,  S e t  you r  w ords  in  order  bef ore
m e;  Take  you r  s t and .



Tru ly  I  am  as  you r  sp okesm an  bef ore  God ;  I  a l so  hav e
been  f orm ed  ou t  o f  c l ay .

S u re ly  no  f ear  o f  m e w i l l  t er r i f y  you ,  N or  w i l l  m y
hand  be  heav y  on  you .

"S u re ly  you  hav e  sp oken  in  m y hear ing,  And  I  hav e
heard  the  sou nd  o f  you r  w ords ,  s ay ing,

' I  am  p u re ,  w i thou t  t ransgres s i on ;  I  am  innoc en t ,  and
there  i s  no  in iqu i t y  in  m e .

Yet  He  f inds  oc c as ions  again s t  m e ,  He  c ou nt s  m e as
Hi s  enem y;

He  p u t s  m y f eet  in  the  s t oc k s ,  He  w at c hes  al l  m y
p aths . '

Elihu encourages Job to continue listening with a challenge to
disagree with him if he can.  Elihu viewed himself equal with Job,
for he said “both were created by God.”  Therefore, Job did not
need to fear him for he would treat Job kindly and not be like his
other three friends.

Elihu had listened to Job very carefully and even quoted Job’s very
words (vs. 8-12).  He reminds Job of the comments he made about
God’s unfair treatment of him, even though Job felt he was not
guilty. He felt as though God was watching every move he made.
Job thought that God was using a fine-toothed comb to try to find a
fault against him, and so to count him as an enemy.  Have you ever
felt like God was not on your side in a situation?  It might seem like
that when we are faced with a problem; we must remember that
God is always for us.



J OB  34:16-37
" I f  you  hav e  u nders t and ing,  hear  th i s ;  l i s t en  t o  the
sou nd  o f  m y w ords :

S hou ld  one  w ho  hat es  j u s t i c e  gov ern? Wi l l  you
c ondem n Him  w ho  i s  m os t  j u s t ?

I s  i t  f i t t ing t o  s ay  t o  a k ing,  'You  are  w or th l es s , '  And
to  nobles ,  'You  are  w i c ked '?

Yet  He  i s  not  p ar t i al  t o  p r inc es ,  N or  does  He  regard
the  r i c h  m ore  than  the  p oor ;  For  they  are  al l  t he
w ork  o f  Hi s  hands .

In  a m om ent  they  d i e ,  i n  the  m idd le  o f  the  n i gh t ;
The  p eop le  are  shaken  and  p as s  aw ay ;  The  m igh ty  are
t aken  aw ay  w i thou t  a hand .

For  Hi s  eyes  are  on  the  w ays  o f  m an ,  And  He  s ees  al l
h i s  s t ep s .

There  i s  no  darknes s  nor  shadow  o f  death  Where  the
w orkers  o f  in iqu i t y  m ay  h ide  them se lv es .

For  He  need  not  f u r ther  c ons ider  a m an ,  That  he
shou ld  go  bef ore  God  in  j u dgm ent .

He  breaks  in  p i ec es  m igh ty  m en  w i thou t  inqu i ry ,  And
set s  o thers  in  the i r  p l ac e .

Theref ore  he  know s  the i r  w orks ;  He  ov er throw s  them
in  the  n i gh t ,  And  they  are  c ru shed .

He  s t r i kes  them  as  w i c ked  m en  In  the  op en  s i gh t  o f
o thers ,



Bec au se  they  tu rned  bac k  f rom  Him , And  w ou ld  not
c ons ider  any  o f  Hi s  w ays ,

S o  that  they  c au sed  the  c ry  o f  the  p oor  t o  c om e to
Him ; For  He  hears  the  c ry  o f  the  af f l i c t ed .

When  He  gi v es  qu i e tnes s ,  w ho  then  c an  m ake  t rou ble?
And  w hen  He  h ides  Hi s  f ac e ,  w ho  then  c an  see  Him ,
Whether  i t  i s  again s t  a nat i on  or  a m an  alone? - -

That  the  hyp oc r i t e  shou ld  not  re i gn ,  Les t  the  p eop le
be  ensnared .

For  has  anyone said  t o  God ,  ' I  hav e  borne  c has t en ing;
I  w i l l  o f f end  no  m ore ;

Teac h  m e w hat  I  do  not  s ee ;  I f  I  hav e  done  in iqu i t y ,  I
w i l l  do  no  m ore '?

S hou ld  He  rep ay  i t  ac c ord ing t o  you r  t erm s ,  J u s t
bec au se  you  d i sav ow  i t ?  You  m u s t  c hoose ,  and  not  I ;
Theref ore  sp eak  w hat  you  know .

"M en  o f  u nders t and ing say  t o  m e ,  Wi se  m en  w ho
l i s t en  t o  m e :

'J ob sp eaks  w i thou t  know ledge ,  Hi s  w ords  are
w i thou t  w i sdom .'

Oh ,  that  J ob w ere  t r i ed  t o  the  u tm os t ,  Bec au se  h i s
answ ers  are  l i k e  those  o f  w i c ked  m en !

For  he  adds  rebe l l i on  t o  h i s  s in ;  He  c l ap s  h i s  hands
am ong u s ,  And  m u l t ip l i es  h i s  w ords  again s t  God ."



Elihu had the attention of Job and his three friends.  He accused
Job of being a sinner and associating with ungodly people (Job
9:30-31; 35:2).  Elihu, like Job’s three friends, expressed some words
of wisdom, but they were buried under layers of his own wisdom.

Elihu was correct in pointing out that Job was upset with God, and
correct in his assertion that because of who God is, He should not
be questioned.  God has reasons for everything He does—reasons
which are beyond our understanding; because He is God, He has the
right to do as He wishes.  It is true, Job needed to renew an attitude
of surrender to God.  God, creator of the universe will not stoop
down to our demands or terms.  We need to remember God’s
faithfulness and concern to complete the work that He has started
in our life for His good pleasure (Philippians 1:6; 2:13).  Rather than
question God, Job needed to face the future knowing that he was in
the loving care of a God who truly loved him.  God is never
wicked or unjust.

No one can blame Job for wanting to know and understand why
God was allowing him to go through such a terrible time.  If God
had told Job everything beforehand, Job would not need to show
faith and trust in God.  

Elihu told Job that God was trying to answer him, but he was not
listening.  This statement was not true; for, if God were to answer
all our questions, we would not be stretched in our life to place our
faith and trust in Him.  Job’s greatest test was not the pain and
suffering, but the fact that he did not know why it happened.
Strong trials build strong faith.



Elihu makes many true statements:  God is righteous.  God does not
sin and is never unjust.  He has authority over all the earth and will
be the one to bring justice in the world.  If God were to withdraw
His Spirit, all life would disappear and mankind would turn again
to dust. God is never wicked or unjust.  He is fair in all His
dealings with us.  Unfortunately, his conclusions about Job would
not help Job at all.

J OB  35:1-3
M oreov er  El ihu  answ ered  and  said :

"D o  you  th ink  th i s  i s  r i gh t ? D o  you  say ,  'M y
r i gh teou snes s  i s  m ore  than  God 's '?

For  you  say ,  'What  adv an tage  w i l l  i t  be  t o  You ? What
p ro f i t  shal l  I  hav e ,  m ore  than  i f  I  had  s inned?'

Job had said he was innocent but felt that he would have been no
better off before God if he had sinned (vs. 1-3).  Elihu pointed out
that God is supreme and because of His sovereignty, He not
affected by man’s sins nor does He benefit from man’s good works.
We cannot bribe God to change our circumstances because we are
good.  

Job felt abandoned.  Just because God fails to jump in right away in
every situation does not mean He is unconcerned.  God will do
what is right in His time.  We have His promise on that.  We must
not lose hope, but wait upon God.  



Going Around and Around
It seemed like Job’s friends were sometimes just going around and
around in circles with what they were saying.  Sometimes it
seemed they were saying the same things over and over.
Sometimes, we can talk a lot, but it is always important to make
sure that we are seeking God’s wisdom in the things we say.

For this game you will need two hula-hoops.  Have your class form
two circles of 8 – 10 children.  Have the children hold hands.  One
hula-hoop will go to each group.  The object of this game will be to
have the children pass through the hoop and have the hula-hoop
travel around the circle while still holding hands.

Start by placing the hula-hoop between two children in each of the
groups.  When you say, “go” have them begin to go in a clockwise
direction.  The first child will put their head through and then
their body and legs and get the hula-hoop to the next person.
Remember that they cannot stop holding hands while doing this.
Have a fun time and see which team finishes first.  

J OB  36:1-23
El ihu  al so  p roc eeded  and  said :

"Bear  w i th  m e a l i t t l e ,  and  I  w i l l  show  you  that  there
are  yet  w ords  t o  sp eak  on  God 's  behal f .

I  w i l l  f e t c h  m y know ledge  f rom  af ar ;  I  w i l l  as c r ibe
r i gh t eou snes s  t o  m y M aker .

For  t ru ly  m y w ords  are  not  f al s e ;  One  w ho  i s  p er f ec t
in  know ledge  i s  w i th  you .

"Beho ld ,  God  i s  m igh ty ,  bu t  desp i s es  no  one ;  He  i s
m igh ty  in  s t rength  o f  u nders t and ing.



He does  not  p reserv e  the  l i f e  o f  the  w i c ked ,  Bu t  gi v es
ju s t i c e  t o  the  op p res sed .

He  does  not  w i thdraw  Hi s  eyes  f rom  the  r i gh t eou s ;
Bu t  they  are  on  the  th rone  w i th  k ings ,  For  He  has
seat ed  them  f orev er ,  And  they  are  exal t ed .

And  i f  they  are  bou nd  in  f e t t er s ,  He ld  in  the  c ords  o f
af f l i c t i on ,

Then  He  t e l l s  them  the i r  w ork  and  the i r
t ransgres s i ons ;  that  they  hav e  ac t ed  def i an t l y .

He  al so  op ens  the i r  ear  t o  in s t ru c t i on ,  And
c om m ands  that  they  tu rn  f rom  in iqu i t y .

I f  they  obey  and  serv e  Him , They  shal l  sp end  the i r
days  in  p rosp er i t y ,  And  the i r  years  in  p l easu res .

Bu t  i f  t hey  do  not  obey ,  they  shal l  p er i sh  by  the
sw ord ,  And  they  shal l  d i e  w i thou t  know ledge .

"Bu t  the  hyp oc r i t es  in  hear t  s t ore  u p  w rath ;  they  do
not  c ry  f or  he lp  w hen  He  binds  them .

They  d i e  in  you th ,  and  the i r  l i f e  ends  am ong the
p erv er t ed  p ersons .

He  de l i v er s  the  p oor  in  the i r  af f l i c t i on ,  And  op ens
the i r  ear s  in  op p res s i on .

" Indeed  He  w ou ld  hav e  brou gh t  you  ou t  o f  d i re
d i s t res s ,  i n to  a broad  p l ac e  w here  there  i s  no
res t rain t ;  and  w hat  i s  s e t  on  you r  t abl e  w ou ld  be  f u l l
o f  r i c hnes s .



Bu t  you  are  f i l l ed  w i th  the  j u dgm ent  du e  the  w i c ked ;
J u dgm ent  and  ju s t i c e  t ake  ho ld  o f  you .

Bec au se  there  i s  w rath ,  bew are  l es t  He  t ake  you  aw ay
w i th  one  blow ;  f or  a l arge  ransom  w ou ld  not  he lp  you
av o id  i t .

Wi l l  you r  r i c hes ,  o r  al l  t he  m igh ty  f orc es ,  k eep  you
f rom  d i s t res s ?

D o  not  des i re  the  n i gh t ,  w hen  p eop le  are  c u t  o f f  i n
the i r  p l ac e .

Take  heed ,  do  not  tu rn  t o  in iqu i t y ,  f or  you  hav e
c hosen  th i s  rather  than  af f l i c t i on .

"Beho ld ,  God  i s  exal t ed  by  Hi s  p ow er ;  w ho  t eac hes
l i ke  Him ?

Who has  as s i gned  Him  Hi s  w ay ,  or  w ho  has  s aid ,  'You
hav e  done  w rong'?

Elihu continues to defend God’s justice and power in His dealings
with man.  God is never wicked or unjust.  Though Job had
noticed that sinners seemed to prosper, Elihu reminded him that
God restores His people who are suffering, giving blessings to them
as He watches over them with care.

He has a purpose for us when we go through trials (vs. 8-10).  Elihu
suggested that a godly sufferer who will listen to God with a desire
to once again obey and serve Him would then prosper and enjoy
contentment (vs. 11-12).  Though Job’s friends were more
concerned that Job was guilty of sinful actions, Elihu was more
concerned with Job’s sinful attitude of pride.



Elihu had cautioned Job to be careful not to let his anger lead him
into speaking wrongly towards God (vs. 17-23).  He was concerned
that Job would let his suffering embitter him against the only one
who could deliver him.  God is all-powerful.  Who can teach Him or
say that what He does is evil?  Instead, we should glorify Him for
His mighty works, for they are clearly seen by everyone.  God i s
never wicked or unjust.

J OB  36:24-37:24
"Rem em ber  t o  m agn i f y  Hi s  w ork ,  Of  w h i c h  m en  hav e
su ng.

Ev eryone  has  s een  i t ;  M an  l ooks  on  i t  f rom  af ar .

"Beho ld ,  God  i s  great ,  and  w e  do  not  know  Him ; N or
c an  the  nu m ber  o f  Hi s  years  be  d i s c ov ered .

For  He  d raw s  u p  d rop s  o f  w at er ,  Wh ic h  d i s t i l l  as  rain
f rom  the  m i s t ,

Wh ic h  the  c l ou ds  d rop  dow n  And  p ou r  abu ndant ly  on
m an .

Indeed ,  c an  anyone u nders t and  the  sp read ing o f
c lou ds ,  The  thu nder  f rom  Hi s  c anop y?

Look ,  He  s c at t er s  h i s  l i gh t  u p on  i t ,  And  c ov ers  the
dep ths  o f  the  s ea.

For  by  these  He  ju dges  the  p eop les ;  He  gi v es  f ood  in
abu ndanc e .

He  c ov ers  Hi s  hands  w i th  l i gh tn ing,  And  c om m ands  i t
t o  s t r i ke .



Hi s  thu nder  dec l ares  i t ,  The  c at t l e  al so ,  c onc ern ing
the  r i s ing s t orm .

"At  th i s  al so  m y hear t  t rem bles ,  And  l eap s  f rom  i t s
p l ac e .

Hear  at t en t i v e ly  the  thu nder  o f  Hi s  v o i c e ,  And  the
ru m bl ing that  c om es  f rom  Hi s  m ou th .

He  s ends  i t  f or th  u nder  the  w ho le  heav en ,  Hi s
l i gh tn ing t o  the  ends  o f  the  ear th .

Af t er  i t  a  v o i c e  roars ;  He  thu nders  w i th  Hi s  m aj es t i c
v o i c e ,  And  He  does  not  res t rain  them  w hen  Hi s  v o i c e
i s  heard .

God  thu nders  m arv e lou s ly  w i th  Hi s  v o i c e ;  He  does
great  th ings  w h i c h  w e  c annot  c om p rehend .

For  He  says  t o  the  snow , 'Fal l  on  the  ear th ' ;  L i kew i se
to  the  gen t l e  rain  and  the  heav y  rain  o f  Hi s  s t rength .

He  s eal s  the  hand  o f  ev ery  m an ,  That  al l  m en  m ay
know  Hi s  w ork .

The  beas t s  go  in to  dens ,  And  rem ain  in  the i r  l ai r s .

From  the  c ham ber  o f  the  sou th  c om es  the  w h i r lw ind ,
And  c o ld  f rom  the  s c at t er ing w inds  o f  the  nor th .

By  the  breath  o f  God  i c e  i s  gi v en ,  And  the  broad
w aters  are  f roz en .

Al so  w i th  m oi s tu re  He  satu rat es  the  th i c k  c l ou ds ;  He
sc at t er s  Hi s  br i gh t  c l ou ds .



And  they  sw i r l  abou t ,  be ing tu rned  by  Hi s  gu idanc e ,
That  they  m ay  do  w hatev er  He  c om m ands  them  On
the  f ac e  o f  the  w ho le  ear th .

He  c au ses  i t  t o  c om e,  Whether  f or  c orrec t i on ,  Or  f or
Hi s  l and ,  Or  f or  m erc y .

"L i s t en  t o  th i s ,  O J ob;  S t and  s t i l l  and  c ons ider  the
w ondrou s  w orks  o f  God .

D o  you  know  w hen  God  d i sp at c hes  them , And  c au ses
the  l i gh t  o f  Hi s  c l ou d  to  sh ine?

D o  you  know  how  the  c l ou ds  are  bal anc ed ,  Those
w ondrou s  w orks  o f  Him  w ho  i s  p er f ec t  in  know ledge?

Why are  you r  garm ent s  hot ,  When  He  qu i e t s  the  ear th
by  the  sou th  w ind?

Wi th  Him , hav e  you  sp read  ou t  the  sk i es ,  S t rong as  a
c as t  m etal  m i r ror ?

"Teac h  u s  w hat  w e  shou ld  say  t o  Him , For  w e  c an
p rep are  noth ing bec au se  o f  the  darknes s .

S hou ld  He  be  t o ld  that  I  w i sh  t o  sp eak ? I f  a  m an  w ere
to  sp eak ,  su re ly  he  w ou ld  be  sw al l ow ed  u p .

Ev en  now  m en  c annot  l ook  at  the  l i gh t  w hen  i t  i s
br i gh t  in  the  sk i es ,  When  the  w ind  has  p as sed  and
c l eared  them .

He c om es  f rom  the  nor th  as  go lden  sp l endor ;  Wi th
God  i s  aw esom e m aj es ty .



As  f or  the  Alm igh ty ,  w e  c annot  f ind  Him ; He  i s
exc e l l en t  in  p ow er ,  In  j u dgm ent  and  abu ndant
ju s t i c e ;  He  does  not  op p res s .

Theref ore  m en  f ear  Him ; He  show s  no  p ar t i al i t y  t o
any  w ho  are  w i se  o f  hear t ."

Elihu now talks about the awesome power of God.  God is so great,
how could we begin to know Him?  No one can begin to understand
eternity (v. 26).  Nothing can compare with God.  His power and
presence are awesome; when He speaks, we should listen (v. 14).
His mighty works deserve our praise and adoration.  Job is
reminded of God’s control over nature; just as God is sovereign
over His creation, He is in control of Job’s life.

Elihu concludes his speech with the wonderful truth that faith in
God is far more important than Job’s desire for an explanation for
his suffering (vs. 21-24).  God’s ways should not be challenged
because His ways are beyond human understanding.  God is never
wicked or unjust.  God can work many good purposes through
suffering and trials.  If God knows what is best for us, then He is to
be trusted, not blamed for our problems.

If God is over all of creation, He is also to be in charge of our lives.
He is in control to direct, preserve, and sustain His creation.
Although Job could not see it, God was directing his life, just like
He does ours.  As we look at His wonderful creation, we can be
reminded of His power in every aspect of our lives.  May we never
forget that God is all-knowing and present as He watches over His
most important creation, mankind.

Elihu had recognized the truth that God was the only source of real
wisdom; yet he failed to seek and acquire God’s wisdom to help
Job.  Elihu would give his best answers to Job, but they would be
incomplete.  He had no idea of God’s plan for Job’s life.



Job needed encouragement and support.  It’s hard to understand
what God is doing in someone’s life as they face a difficult trial.
Instead of judging them, we should bring them before the Lord in
prayer while supporting them with encouragement that God has a
plan for their life.  God is never wicked or unjust.  Job was
exactly where God wanted him to be in his life.

No matter how difficult our trials may be, we can be at peace and
rest in the fact that God is in control, and He will have His way.  As
a child of God, we will be blessed, as we trust in Him to bring us
through the difficult times.  God is never wicked or unjust.   He
wants His best for us.  Job would end up blessed beyond all that he
could hope for; but for now, he needed to rest in the loving arms of
God.  Our unknown future is secure in the hands of our all-
knowing God who is holy and just.

Card of Encouragement
As we consider Job’s “friends,” it certainly reminds us of the need
to be an encourager.  Job’s friends did not seem to be very
encouraging, did they?  They seemed to discourage him and accuse
him more than encourage him.  The Bible calls us to encourage
those we love.  In this craft, let’s take a few moments to encourage
someone.

You will need scraps of fabric, felt, lace, yarn, etc., construction
paper, scissors, glue, glitter, markers or crayons.  Think of someone
who may be going through a difficult time or maybe just needs a
kind word.  This could be a family member, friend, or school mate.
Using a sheet of construction paper, fold it in half to make a card.
Write a short note or verse on the inside of the card.  (Note:  you
may want to look up two or three encouraging verses to have
available for the children).  Decorate the card.  Next, pray for that
person that the Lord would encourage them.  Finally, mail or give
them the card.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to trust the Lord no
matter what, even through difficult trials.  If there are any children
who have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity.




