
Lesson 080

The Friendship Of David And Jonathan

1 Samuel 20



MEMORY VERSE
1 SAMUEL 20:42
“May the LORD be between you and me, and between your
descendants and my descendants forever.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Several sheets of construction paper, yarn or ribbon and tape.

For each child you will need three strips of cloth or thick yarn
approximately 1” thick and 2 yards long.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Buddy System
The goal for this activity is for the children to get to know someone
new in the class.

Have the children team up with someone at the beginning of class
using the “buddy system.”  Have the children do everything
throughout class with their “buddy.”  This should be someone that
they are not already close friends with.  They can sit together, sing
at praise and worship time together, work together on their crafts
and worksheets and work together in serving and cleaning up.  

At the end of the class (especially with the older children) have
them all sit in a circle and share what they learned about or from
their buddy.  Examples; hobbies, sports, music, favorite color, pets,
collections, etc.

Ask why it is important to be a faithful friend.



LESSON TIME!
Have you ever felt that your faith in the promises God has given
you has been tested to the limit, to the breaking point?  Perhaps
some of you, though young, can relate to David as he faces heavy
trials in our lesson today.  Samuel had anointed David.  David had
God’s Word:  he would one day be the king of the children of Israel.
Yet, the difficult times ahead would challenge his faith to the very
limit.  

After David’s battle with Goliath, many saw him as a hero; but there
was one who began to see him as an enemy.  King Saul became
jealous of David because the people seemed to love David more
than they loved him.  Saul began to see David as his enemy, and he
set out to destroy him.  Saul tried to kill David himself; when that
attempt failed, he hired men to murder David in his own bed.  

Through all these circumstances, God protected David from death.
God had a plan and a purpose for David—he was to be Israel’s next
king; therefore, no harm could come to him.  Yet, on David’s part,
much faith in God would be required, for it seemed that every
circumstance of his life was saying that he would not even live long
enough to become the next king of Israel.  

In the scene before our lesson begins, David fled from Saul, taking
refuge with Samuel in Ramah.  Even there, Saul continued to
pursue him.

1 S AM UEL 20:1-11
Then  D av id  f l ed  f rom  N aio th  in  Ram ah ,  and  w en t  and
said  t o  J onathan ,  "What  hav e  I  done? What  i s  m y
in iqu i ty ,  and  w hat  i s  m y  s in  bef ore  you r  f ather ,  that
he  s eek s  m y l i f e ?"



S o  J onathan  said  t o  h im , "By  no  m eans ! You  shal l  no t
d i e ! Indeed ,  m y f ather  w i l l  do  noth ing e i ther  great  or
sm al l  w i thou t  f i r s t  t e l l i ng m e.  And  w hy  shou ld  m y
f ather  h ide  th i s  th ing f rom  m e? I t  i s  no t  so !"

Then  D av id  t ook  an  oath  again ,  and  said ,  "You r
f ather  c er t ain ly  know s  that  I  hav e  f ou nd  f av or  in
you r  eyes ,  and  he  has  s aid ,  'D o  not  l e t  J onathan
know  th i s ,  l e s t  he  be  gr i ev ed . '  Bu t  t ru ly ,  as  the  LORD
l i v es  and  as  you r  sou l  l i v es ,  there  i s  bu t  a s t ep
betw een  m e and  death ."

S o  J onathan  said  t o  D av id ,  "Whatev er  you  you rse l f
des i re ,  I  w i l l  do  i t  f or  you ."

And  D av id  said  t o  J onathan ,  " Indeed  tom orrow  i s  the
N ew  M oon ,  and  I  shou ld  not  f ai l  t o  s i t  w i th  the  k ing
to  eat .  Bu t  l e t  m e go ,  that  I  m ay  h ide  in  the  f i e ld
u n t i l  t he  th i rd  day  at  ev en ing.

" I f  you r  f ather  m i s ses  m e at  al l ,  t hen  say ,  'D av id
earnes t l y  asked  p erm i s s i on  o f  m e that  he  m igh t  ru n
ov er  t o  Beth l ehem , h i s  c i t y ,  f or  there  i s  a  year ly
sac r i f i c e  there  f or  al l  t he  f am i ly . '

" I f  he  says  thu s :  ' I t  i s  w e l l , '  you r  s erv an t  w i l l  be  s af e .
Bu t  i f  he  i s  v ery  angry ,  then  be  su re  that  ev i l  i s
det erm ined  by  h im .

"Theref ore  you  shal l  deal  k ind ly  w i th  you r  s erv an t ,
f or  you  hav e  brou gh t  you r  s erv an t  in to  a c ov enan t  o f
the  LORD  w i th  you .  N ev er the l es s ,  i f  t here  i s  in iqu i t y
in  m e,  k i l l  m e you rse l f ,  f o r  w hy  shou ld  you  br ing m e
to  you r  f ather ?"



Bu t  J onathan  said ,  "Far  be  i t  f rom  you ! For  i f  I  knew
c er t ain ly  that  ev i l  w as  det erm ined  by  m y f ather  t o
c om e u p on  you ,  then  w ou ld  I  no t  t e l l  you ?"

Then  D av id  said  t o  J onathan ,  "Who w i l l  t e l l  m e ,  or
w hat  i f  you r  f ather  answ ers  you  rou gh ly?"

And  J onathan  said  t o  D av id ,  "Com e,  and  l e t  u s  go  ou t
in to  the  f i e ld ."  S o  both  o f  them  w ent  ou t  in to  the
f i e ld .

David, continuing to run from Saul, left Ramah and found
Jonathan, the son of Saul.  He asked Jonathan what he had done to
cause Saul to want to kill him.  Jonathan could not imagine his
father would do such a thing to David.  David explains that Saul
would not confide with Jonathan his intentions to harm him, since
Saul knew Jonathan and David were close friends.

The Bible says that Jonathan loved David “as he loved his own
soul” (1 Samuel 20:17).  God sometimes works in mysterious ways.
God blessed David and Jonathan’s friendship.  During a very
difficult time in David’s life, Jonathan proved to be a very faithful
friend.  God wants us to be faithful friends.

David asked Jonathan’s help as he sought to determine why Saul
was so angry with him and if there was any chance of
reconciliation between them.   David made plans to be absent
during the feast of the new moon.  If King Saul was upset over
David’s absence, then David would know that there would be no
reconciliation between them.  But, if King Saul was pleasant and
accepting of David’s absence, then perhaps reconciliation was
possible.  David was confident Jonathan would help him, for they
were faithful friends and had entered into a “covenant of the Lord”
one with another.  



David told Jonathan, “if there is iniquity in me, kill me yourself,
for why should you bring me to your father?" Jonathan reassured
David that he would help him and that his father would not come
between them in their friendship by saying, “Far be it from you; for
if I knew certain that evil were determined by my father to come
upon you, then would not I tell it to you?”  In time of crises, who
can measure the worth of a true and faithful friend?  God wants
us to be faithful friends.

Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity.”  Also, Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man who has
friends must show himself friendly; and there is a friend who
sticks closer than a brother.”  We have a friend, who is always with
us no matter what we go through—a friend who always loves us.
His name is Jesus.  

1 S AM UEL 20:12-23
Then  J onathan  said  t o  D av id :  "The  LORD  God  o f
I s rae l  i s  w i tnes s ! When  I  hav e  sou nded  ou t  m y f ather
som et im e tom orrow , or  the  th i rd  day ,  and  indeed
there  i s  good  tow ard  D av id ,  and  I  do  not  s end  to  you
and  t e l l  you ,

"m ay  the  LORD  do  so  and  m u c h  m ore  t o  J onathan .
Bu t  i f  i t  p l eases  m y f ather  t o  do  you  ev i l ,  t hen  I  w i l l
r ep or t  i t  t o  you  and  send  you  aw ay ,  that  you  m ay  go
in  saf e ty .  And  the  LORD  be  w i th  you  as  He  has  been
w i th  m y f ather .

"And  you  shal l  no t  on ly  show  m e the  k indnes s  o f  the
LORD  w h i l e  I  s t i l l  l i v e ,  that  I  m ay  not  d i e ;

"bu t  you  shal l  no t  c u t  o f f  you r  k indnes s  f rom  m y
hou se  f orev er ,  no ,  not  w hen  the  LORD  has  c u t  o f f
ev ery  one  o f  the  enem ies  o f  D av id  f rom  the  f ac e  o f
the  ear th ."



S o  J onathan  m ade a c ov enan t  w i th  the  hou se  o f
D av id ,  s ay ing,  "Let  the  LORD  requ i re  i t  at  the  hand  o f
D av id 's  enem ies ."

N ow  J onathan  again  c au sed  D av id  t o  v ow ,  bec au se  he
lov ed  h im ; f or  he  l ov ed  h im  as  he  l ov ed  h i s  ow n
sou l .

Then  J onathan  said  t o  D av id ,  "Tom orrow  i s  the  N ew
M oon ;  and  you  w i l l  be  m i s sed ,  bec au se  you r  s eat  w i l l
be  em p ty .

"And  w hen  you  hav e  s t ayed  th ree  days ,  go  dow n
qu i c k ly  and  c om e to  the  p l ac e  w here  you  h id  on  the
day  o f  the  deed ;  and  rem ain  by  the  s t one  Ez e l .

"Then  I  w i l l  shoot  th ree  ar row s  t o  the  s ide ,  as  thou gh
I  shot  at  a t arget ;

"and  there  I  w i l l  s end  a l ad ,  s ay ing,  'Go ,  f ind  the
arrow s . '  I f  I  exp res s l y  s ay  t o  h im , 'Look ,  the  ar row s
are  on  th i s  s ide  o f  you ;  ge t  them  and  c om e' ;  then ,  as
the  LORD  l i v es ,  there  i s  s af e ty  f or  you  and  no  harm .

"Bu t  i f  I  s ay  thu s  t o  the  you ng m an ,  'Look ,  the  ar row s
are  beyond  you ' ;  go  you r  w ay ,  f or  the  LORD  has  s en t
you  aw ay .

"And  as  f or  the  m at t er  w h i c h  you  and  I  hav e  sp oken
of ,  i ndeed  the  LORD  be  betw een  you  and  m e f orev er ."

Jonathan and David reaffirmed their friendship.  Jonathan
faithfully promised David that he would let him know how his
father reacts towards David.  If it is good, he would let him know; if
it is evil, he would send David away safely.



Jonathan asked David if he would remember him and his family,
and show kindness to his house always, even “when the LORD has
cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the
earth."  Jonathan had faith that God was going to perform
everything that He said He would do in David’s life.  Note the
quality of Jonathan’s love for David; though Jonathan knew he was
next in line to be the king after Saul, he knew that David was God’s
choice to be king over Israel.  True love as in 1 Corinthians 13 is not
jealous, and Jonathan had no jealous feelings toward David.

In verse 17, we are told that “Jonathan caused David to swear again,
because he loved him; for he loved him as he loved his own soul.”
Jonathan and David had a true friendship.  It’s a love that puts
aside one’s own interests for the interests of the other, a selfless
love.  God wants us to be faithful friends

In paraphrase of verse 19, Jonathan tells David, “Now go and after
three days come back again.  Come into this field and wait
alongside the stone.  I will come out from my father’s house to
shoot three arrows, and I will bring a boy with me (so no one
suspects me).  Though we may not be able to talk to each other, I
will shoot the arrows.  If they land right by you, it will be safe for
you to come back home with me; Saul is going to be kind.  If
however, the arrows fly over your head and go beyond you, go your
way, for the Lord has sent you away.”
 
What a difficult circumstance for David; for he would either go
back to Saul’s house and Jonathan’s friendship, or he would have
to go into exile, alone and away from his beloved friend.  Under all
the pressure of the situation, David was in a place of waiting.

Friends Are a Gift from God
For this craft you will need construction paper, yarn or ribbon, and
tape.



Form pairs and have each child make a gift from construction
paper.  For younger children, you can cut out the shape for them
(square).  Next, make a bow out of either the yarn or ribbon and use
the tape to hold in place.  Write their name on one side and the
theme on the other side.  For the older children, use scraps of
construction paper and make a multi-colored gift.  Have the
children cut out a shape of a gift (square).  Then, they can glue
small pieces of different colors of construction paper.  Next, they
can glue the gift onto a 1/2 sheet of paper, tape a bow and then
write the theme (God wants us to be faithful friends.) and
their names.  Have them exchange them with someone else in class
or take them home to give to a friend.

Explain to the children that friends are a gift from the Lord.  In
order for us to have good friends, we ourselves need to be a good
friend to others.

1 S AM UEL 20:24-34
Then  D av id  h id  in  the  f i e ld .  And  w hen  the  N ew  M oon
had  c om e,  the  k ing sat  dow n  to  eat  the  f eas t .

N ow  the  k ing sat  on  h i s  s eat ,  as  at  o ther  t im es ,  on  a
seat  by  the  w al l .  And  J onathan  arose ,  and  Abner  sat
by  S au l 's  s ide ,  bu t  D av id 's  p l ac e  w as  em p ty .

N ev er the l es s  S au l  d id  not  s ay  anyth ing that  day ,  f or
he  thou ght ,  "S om eth ing has  hap p ened  to  h im ; he  i s
u nc l ean ,  su re ly  he  i s  u nc l ean ."

And  i t  hap p ened  the  next  day ,  the  s ec ond  day  o f  the
m onth ,  that  D av id 's  p l ac e  w as  em p ty .  And  S au l  s aid
to  J onathan  h i s  son ,  "Why has  the  son  o f  J es se  not
c om e to  eat ,  e i ther  yes t erday  or  t oday?"

S o  J onathan  answ ered  S au l ,  "D av id  earnes t l y  asked
p erm i s s i on  o f  m e to  go  t o  Beth l ehem .



"And  he  said ,  'Pl ease  l e t  m e go ,  f or  ou r  f am i ly  has  a
sac r i f i c e  in  the  c i t y ,  and  m y bro ther  has  c om m anded
m e to  be  there .  And  now , i f  I  hav e  f ou nd  f av or  in
you r  eyes ,  p l ease  l e t  m e get  aw ay  and  see  m y
brothers . '  Theref ore  he  has  not  c om e to  the  k ing's
t abl e ."

Then  S au l 's  anger  w as  arou sed  again s t  J onathan ,  and
he said  t o  h im , "You  son  o f  a p erv erse ,  rebe l l i ou s
w om an ! D o  I  no t  know  that  you  hav e  c hosen  the  son
of  J es se  t o  you r  ow n  sham e and  to  the  sham e o f  you r
m other 's  nakednes s ?

"For  as  l ong as  the  son  o f  J es se  l i v es  on  the  ear th ,
you  shal l  no t  be  es t abl i shed ,  nor  you r  k ingdom . N ow
theref ore ,  s end  and  br ing h im  to  m e,  f or  he  shal l
su re ly  d i e ."

And  J onathan  answ ered  S au l  h i s  f ather ,  and  said  t o
h im , "Why shou ld  he  be  k i l l ed ? What  has  he  done?"

Then  S au l  c as t  a sp ear  at  h im  to  k i l l  h im , by  w h i c h
J onathan  knew  that  i t  w as  det erm ined  by  h i s  f ather
to  k i l l  D av id .

S o  J onathan  arose  f rom  the  t abl e  in  f i erc e  anger ,  and
ate  no  f ood  the  s ec ond  day  o f  the  m onth ,  f or  he  w as
gr i ev ed  f or  D av id ,  bec au se  h i s  f ather  had  t reat ed
h im  sham ef u l l y .



Remember, David was hidden in the field, waiting.  How agonizing
the three days must have been for him, not knowing what the
outcome would be.  On the day of the feast Saul sat at the table, in
the place of honor.  On the first day, Saul said nothing about
David’s absence.  But on the second day, Saul asked Jonathan
where David was.  Jonathan answered as he and David had agreed
upon.  Saul became very angry upon hearing the news and vented
his anger on Jonathan.  He calls Jonathan a “son of a perverse
woman” or son of a perverse and rebellious woman, meaning
Jonathan was a perverse and rebellious man.  

Saul knew Jonathan loved David and also knew that as long as
David lived, Jonathan would never become king.  Saul wanted
David brought to him to be killed.   Jonathan replied, “My father,
why shall he die?  What has he done?”  Saul became so angry that
he hurled his javelin at Jonathan.  In his anger, he nearly took the
life of his own son.  Jonathan saw that his father had firmly
resolved to put David to death.  He rose up from the table, angry
himself; and, grieving deeply over David, he ate nothing that day.

1 S AM UEL 20:35-42
And  so  i t  w as ,  i n  the  m orn ing,  that  J onathan  w en t
ou t  in to  the  f i e ld  at  the  t im e ap p o in t ed  w i th  D av id ,
and  a l i t t l e  l ad  w as  w i th  h im .

Then  he  said  t o  h i s  l ad ,  "N ow  ru n ,  f ind  the  ar row s
w h ic h  I  shoot ."  As  the  l ad  ran ,  he  shot  an  ar row
beyond  h im .

When  the  l ad  had  c om e to  the  p l ac e  w here  the  ar row
w as  w h i c h  J onathan  had  shot ,  J onathan  c r i ed  ou t
af t er  the  l ad  and  said ,  " I s  not  the  ar row  beyond
you ?"



And  J onathan  c r i ed  ou t  af t er  the  l ad ,  "M ake  has t e ,
hu rry ,  do  not  de l ay !"  S o  J onathan 's  l ad  gathered  u p
the  ar row s  and  c am e bac k  t o  h i s  m as t er .

Bu t  the  l ad  d id  not  know  anyth ing.  On ly  J onathan
and  D av id  knew  o f  the  m at t er .

Then  J onathan  gav e  h i s  w eap ons  t o  h i s  l ad ,  and  said
to  h im , "Go ,  c ar ry  them  to  the  c i t y ."

As  soon  as  the  l ad  had  gone ,  D av id  arose  f rom  a
p lac e  t ow ard  the  sou th ,  f e l l  on  h i s  f ac e  t o  the
grou nd ,  and  bow ed  dow n  three  t im es .  And  they
k i s sed  one  another ;  and  they  w ep t  t ogether ,  bu t
D av id  m ore  so .

Then  J onathan  said  t o  D av id ,  "Go  in  p eac e ,  s inc e  w e
hav e  both  sw orn  in  the  nam e o f  the  LORD , s ay ing,
'M ay  the  LORD  be  betw een  you  and  m e,  and  betw een
you r  desc endant s  and  m y desc endant s ,  f orev er . '  "  S o
he  arose  and  dep ar t ed ,  and  J onathan  w en t  in to  the
c i t y .

What a difficult task Jonathan faced.  It was with a very sad heart
that Jonathan went out with the arrows and a boy to the waiting
David.  Jonathan knew that his father was determined to kill David.
Jonathan may have wondered if this would be the last time he
would ever see David.  

As David anxiously watched Jonathan come and shoot the arrows,
he heard the message and knew that God was sending him away.
Alan Redpath comments, “If David dared to linger now, after this
word from heaven, he would lose his life, the crown, and
everything that God had for him.  This man’s life was being
emptied from vessel to vessel, like wine, in order to preserve its
freshness and keep it from going musty.  Every prop upon which



he had leaned was taken away from him; now he must stand
alone.”  Though David was leaving behind all earthly comforts, he
had the most important thing anyone could ever have, a
relationship with God.  God would become his all in all.

David and Jonathan had to say goodbye, never knowing if they
would ever see each other again.  Jonathan said to David, “Go in
peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the
Lord, saying, the Lord be between me and thee, and between my
seed and thy seed forever.”  So, David departed; and Jonathan went
into the city.  

It takes a great love and trust in the Lord to walk away from all you
know and love, including your best friend.  But, God was faithful to
David, as He is to us, in everything.  In David’s dark hour, God was
with him; He would “never leave him or forsake him.” (Hebrews
13:5b).  David went through many painful trials; yet through these
hardships, God was preparing him for the task God had for him—to
be the new king of Israel.

We all go through difficult times.  At times, we may feel we are all
alone--that even God has forgotten about us.  At those times, we
must remember God’s great love for us and His promise to “never
leave or forsake” us.  Sometimes “arrows” shot into our lives will
bring pain and heartache; but, we can be confident we will look
back and see that His hand was upon our lives, guiding and
directing us in the preparation for the work He has called us to do.
Though circumstances may change, God’s love for you remains
deep and constant.

Braided Belts  
For this craft, you will need three strips of cloth or thick yarn,
approximately 1” thick and 2 yards long.  You will need three strips
for each child.



This craft will teach the children the value of working together
with a friend.  Form pairs.  Give children each three strips of fabric.
Have one child hold the ends of three of the strips.  Show the other
child how to braid the strips and then tie each end.  Then have
partners switch roles.  When both partners have completed their
braids, show the children how to tie the belts around their waists.

Read Proverbs 17:17 as a class.  Explain that friends are people who
become part of our lives, just like these separate pieces of cloth
became part of our belts.  God can “knit” our hearts together with
other Christians.  Tell your partner one thing you’ll do to be a good
friend this week.  God wants us to be faithful friends.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to be a faithful
friend.  Have the children ask the Lord to help them to choose their
friends wisely and be a good friend to those whom the Lord brings
into their lives.  If there are any children who have not yet
responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity.




