
Lesson 031

Joseph Tests His Brothers

Genesis 42:1-44:34



MEMORY VERSE
LUKE 8:17
“For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything
hidden that will not be known and come to light.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Chocolate chips, dry chow mein, a cookie sheet or waxed paper, a
crock pot, and a spoon.

A clear and possibly glass bottle, baby oil, water, and food coloring.

Magazine pictures (or other pretty pictures), sheets of cardboard
or poster board, rubber cement, scissors, and markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Mud Huts
You will need chocolate chips, chow mien, a cookie sheet or waxed
paper, a crock pot, and a spoon.  Before class put the chocolate
chips in the crock-pot to melt.  When melted, have the children
gather around for this little story while you make the “Mud Huts.”

There once was a man who had no house.  He got wet when it
rained and hot from the sun.  He looked around and all he saw was
mud (show the spoon with chocolate on it) and sticks (pour the
chow mein noodles in the chocolate and stir gently).  He asked the
Lord to provide him a house and the Lord told him to mix the
sticks with the mud and build (drop the cookies by spoonfuls onto
the cookie sheet or waxed paper).  And that is what he did.  Soon
other people around him learned to build Mud Huts, too.  Instead
of complaining that all they had was mud and sticks, they had
houses to live in.



Explain that God is in control of our circumstances.  Save the
cookies and send home with the children.  (Do not let the children
eat them in class without parental permission.)

LESSON TIME!
*NOTE TO TEACHERS – Due to the length of this passage consider telling
this lesson in story form.  You will need to familiarize yourself with
the highlights of the story and make application throughout.  You
probably will not have sufficient time to read all of the verses and
make application within the class session.  

How could a slave in a prison cell, know that everything would
work out okay?--only by trusting in the Lord!  Joseph had been sold
by his own brothers into slavery and, later, falsely accused and
thrown into prision; when it seemed that he had opportunity to
become free (the Baker), Joseph was “forgotten” for two years.
Now, God’s purposes begin to unfold.  We see indeed that God
worked all things "together for good" for Joseph.  God is i n
control of our circumstances.

Oftentimes, for a man to be used by God, he must first be broken.
Joseph's dreams of his family bowing down to him must have
seemed like a long forgotten story at this point.  But God, who
holds our lives in His hand, had a purpose in every situation that
came into Joseph's life, just as He has in our lives.  God has a
wonderful plan in the making, and all we must do is wait to "read
the next chapter."  God is in control of our circumstances.

GEN ES IS  42:1-5
When  J ac ob saw  that  there  w as  grain  in  Egyp t ,  J ac ob
said  t o  h i s  sons ,  "Why do  you  l ook  at  one  another ?"  

And  he  said ,  " Indeed  I  hav e  heard  that  there  i s  grain
in  Egyp t ;  go  dow n  to  that  p l ac e  and  bu y  f or  u s  there ,
that  w e  m ay  l i v e  and  not  d i e ."



S o  J osep h 's  t en  bro thers  w en t  dow n  to  bu y  grain  in
Egyp t .  

Bu t  J ac ob d id  not  s end  J osep h 's  bro ther  Ben j am in
w i th  h i s  bro thers ,  f or  he  said ,  "Les t  som e c al am i ty
bef al l  h im ."  

And  the  sons  o f  I s rae l  w en t  t o  bu y  grain  am ong those
w ho j ou rneyed ,  f or  the  f am ine  w as  in  the  l and  o f
Canaan .

The famine that was in Egypt had now spread to the land of Canaan
and the other lands in the area.  Jacob was aware that there was
grain in Egypt, and he wanted to send his sons there to buy grain.
When he told his sons of the abundance in Egypt, the Bible tells us
that they looked upon one another.  Why did they do that?  Perhaps
their reluctance to go was because of their guilty conscience
concerning Joseph.  For twenty years, they had been living with a
secret:  they had sold their brother Joseph to a caravan going to
Egypt.

The brothers did go, but only ten of them; the youngest son,
Benjamin, stayed home.  Jacob did not want to take a chance on
anything happening to him on the long and dangerous trip; the
pain of losing Joseph was still strong in his life.  We must
remember that the abundance of food in Egypt was due to Joseph's
wisdom, directed by God.  If his brothers had not sold Joseph into
Egypt, would there be grain for everyone?  Again, what seemed to
be such tragedy in Joseph's life, God had used for good for many
people.  God is in control of our circumstances.

GEN ES IS  42:6-20
N ow  J osep h  w as  gov ernor  ov er  the  l and ;  and  i t  w as
he  w ho  so ld  t o  al l  t he  p eop le  o f  the  l and .  And
J osep h 's  bro thers  c am e and  bow ed  dow n  bef ore  h im
w i th  the i r  f ac es  t o  the  ear th .  



J osep h  saw  h i s  bro thers  and  rec ogn i z ed  them , bu t  he
ac t ed  as  a s t ranger  t o  them  and  sp oke  rou gh ly  t o
them . Then  he  said  t o  them , "Where  do  you  c om e
f rom ?"  And  they  said ,  "From  the  l and  o f  Canaan  to
bu y  f ood ."  

S o  J osep h  rec ogn i z ed  h i s  bro thers ,  bu t  they  d id  not
rec ogn i z e  h im .  

Then  J osep h  rem em bered  the  d ream s  w h i c h  he  had
dream ed  abou t  them , and  said  t o  them , "You  are
sp i es ! You  hav e  c om e to  s ee  the  nakednes s  o f  the
l and !"

And  they  said  t o  h im , "N o ,  m y l ord ,  bu t  you r
serv an t s  hav e  c om e to  bu y  f ood .   We are  al l  one
m an 's  sons ;  w e  are  hones t  m en ;  you r  s erv an t s  are  not
sp i es ."

Bu t  he  said  t o  them , "N o ,  bu t  you  hav e  c om e to  s ee
the  nakednes s  o f  the  l and ."  

And  they  said ,  "You r  s erv an t s  are  tw e lv e  bro thers ,
the  sons  o f  one  m an  in  the  l and  o f  Canaan ;  and  in
f ac t ,  t he  you nges t  i s  w i th  ou r  f ather  t oday ,  and  one
i s  no  m ore ."  

Bu t  J osep h  said  t o  them , " I t  i s  as  I  sp oke  t o  you ,
say ing,  'You  are  sp i es !'  

" In  th i s  m anner  you  shal l  be  t es t ed :  By  the  l i f e  o f
Pharaoh ,  you  shal l  no t  l eav e  th i s  p l ac e  u n l es s  you r
you nges t  bro ther  c om es  here .  



"S end  one  o f  you ,  and  l e t  h im  br ing you r  bro ther ;
and  you  shal l  be  kep t  in  p r i son ,  that  you r  w ords  m ay
be  t es t ed  t o  s ee  w hether  there  i s  any  t ru th  in  you ;  or
e l s e ,  by  the  l i f e  o f  Pharaoh ,  su re ly  you  are  sp i es !"

S o  he  p u t  them  al l  t ogether  in  p r i son  th ree  days .  

Then  J osep h  said  t o  them  the  th i rd  day ,  "D o  th i s  and
l i v e ,  f or  I  f ear  God :

" I f  you  are  hones t  m en ,  l e t  one  o f  you r  bro thers  be
c on f ined  t o  you r  p r i son  hou se ;  bu t  you ,  go  and  c arry
grain  f or  the  f am ine  o f  you r  hou ses .  

"And  br ing you r  you nges t  bro ther  t o  m e ;  so  you r
w ords  w i l l  be  v er i f i ed ,  and  you  shal l  no t  d i e ."  And
they  d id  so .

As the brothers came to buy grain, they stood before the governor
of Egypt.  It was their own brother Joseph, though they did not
know it was him.  The brothers bowed down before Joseph  with
their faces to the earth.  A twenty-year old dream was fulfilled!
Joseph recognized his brothers, for they had not changed as much
in appearance as he had.  The last time they saw him, he was
seventeen years old.  He was now about thirty-eight and dressed as
Egyptian royalty.  

Verse seven tells us that he spoke roughly with them.  Joseph was
testing his brothers.  Perhaps he wanted to see if their hearts had
changed.  Were they still hardened?  What was their heart toward
Benjamin?



The brothers told Joseph that they had come from Canaan simply
to buy food.  Joseph replied by accusing them of being spies
(insinuating that they were using an excuse as a cover for finding
the places in Egypt which might be vulnerable to invasion).  As he
saw them bowing and fearfully protesting that he had
misunderstood them, it is certain that he was recalling the dreams
he had had so long ago.  

To support the case that they were not spies, they began speaking
of their family as evidence of good intentions.  They explained that
they were twelve brothers.  They not only counted Benjamin, but
Joseph also.  “One was not,” they continued (indicating that they
thought Joseph was dead yet still counted him as a member of the
family).

Joseph decided to test them further and to prove to himself that
their story was true.  They were to send for their younger brother,
Benjamin.  In the meantime, he would continue to assume they
were spies and keep them all in prison until their story could be
proven true.  As they once rejected Joseph's pleas, so does he reject
their plea.  As they had once sent him away into slavery and
imprisonment, so now they would have a similar experience.

Joseph put them into prison for three days.  After the three days,
Joseph summoned them again and told them that they would not
all need to remain there; perhaps, he thought of the grief of his
father.  He told them that his change of mind was because he
feared God.  (Joseph did not worship the Egyptian idols; he
continued to look to the true and living God.)  

GEN ES IS  42:21-24
Then  they  said  t o  one  another ,  "We are  t ru ly  gu i l t y
c onc ern ing ou r  bro ther ,  f or  w e  saw  the  angu i sh  o f
h i s  sou l  w hen  he  p l eaded  w i th  u s ,  and  w e  w ou ld  not
hear ;  theref ore  th i s  d i s t res s  has  c om e u p on  u s ."  



And  Reu ben  answ ered  them , say ing,  "D id  I  no t  sp eak
to  you ,  s ay ing,  'D o  not  s in  again s t  the  boy ' ;  and  you
w ou ld  not  l i s t en ?  Theref ore  beho ld ,  h i s  blood  i s  now
requ i red  o f  u s ."

Bu t  they  d id  not  know  that  J osep h  u nders tood  them ,
f or  he  sp oke  t o  them  throu gh  an  in t erp ret er .

And  he  tu rned  h im se l f  aw ay  f rom  them  and  w ep t .
Then  he  re tu rned  to  them  again ,  and  t al ked  w i th
them . And  he  t ook  S im eon  f rom  them  and  bou nd  h im
bef ore  the i r  eyes .

As the brothers received this ultimatum from Joseph, they all
acknowledged to one another that this had all come on them
because they had sinned against their brother Joseph.  Their
consciences had been stirred up.  Not only had they conspired to
kill, later deciding to sell their brother, but they had ignored his
cries of anguish to save him.  In all reconciliation, offenders must
first come to the place where they acknowledge their wrong and
are sorry for their sins.

Reuben reminded them that he had tried to persuade them not to
carry out their crime.  But, Reuben had also failed in not being
willing to tell his father the truth or attempt to rescue Joseph.  He
may not have been as guilty as the others, but he was not innocent
either.  They did not know that Joseph could understand what they
were saying.  Joseph had been careful to carry out his
conversations with them through an interpreter.

The true character of Joseph breaks through his stern exterior
when he turns away and weeps as his brothers confess their sins
before him.  After again gaining control of himself, he continued
with his instructions.  One of them must stay bound in prison
while the others went home.  The brothers agreed to the new
condition Joseph set to prove they were innocent.



Joseph had his guard take Simeon and put him in bonds before
their eyes.  To the brothers, it seemed God's justice was being
served.  Yet, as we see, it was all a part of God's plan to ultimately
bless the family.  God is in control of our circumstances.

Shake It Up
You will need a clear plastic or glass bottle, baby oil, water, and
food coloring.  Fill the clear glass bottle half-full of baby oil, and
half full of water (leave a little air space).  Add a few drops of food
coloring and let the children shake it up (to represent the trials
and trouble we experience).  

Tell the children that sometimes God does not work on our
timetable.  “We usually want an immediate rescue when we call on
God for help.”  Set the bottle aside and go on with other activities.
Tell them the fizzy mess in the bottle will get back to being
beautifully clear in a little while.  Ask them to keep checking.

GEN ES IS  42:25-28
Then  J osep h  gav e  a c om m and  to  f i l l  t he i r  s ac k s  w i th
grain ,  t o  res tore  ev ery  m an 's  m oney  t o  h i s  s ac k ,  and
to  gi v e  them  p rov i s i ons  f or  the  j ou rney .   Thu s  he  d id
f or  them .  

S o  they  l oaded  the i r  donkeys  w i th  the  grain  and
dep ar t ed  f rom  there .  

Bu t  as  one  o f  them  op ened  h i s  s ac k  t o  gi v e  h i s
donkey  f eed  at  the  enc am p m ent ,  he  saw  h i s  m oney ;
and  there  i t  w as ,  i n  the  m ou th  o f  h i s  s ac k .  

S o  he  said  t o  h i s  bro thers ,  "M y m oney  has  been
res tored ,  and  there  i t  i s ,  i n  m y sac k !"   Then  the i r
hear t s  f ai l ed  them  and  they  w ere  af raid ,  s ay ing t o
one  another ,  "What  i s  th i s  that  God  has  done  t o  u s ?"



Here Joseph gives orders to supply the brother with corn, deposit
their money in their sacks, and furnish them with provision for
their trip home--all without their knowledge.  We see Joseph's heart
as he not only provides for them the grain, but he also provides
extra provisions for their trip.

Their response to this kindness was fear.  They knew that they had
paid for the grain;  but now, it was obvious that somehow not all of
the price of the grain had been paid, and it scared them.  They
feared that upon their return to Egypt, the governor would have
more accusations against them.  Again, the guilt of their sin against
Joseph was plaguing their hearts.

GEN ES IS  42:29-35
Then  they  w en t  t o  J ac ob the i r  f ather  in  the  l and  o f
Canaan  and  to ld  h im  al l  that  had  hap p ened  to  them ,
say ing:

"The  m an  w ho  i s  l o rd  o f  the  l and  sp oke  rou gh ly  t o
u s ,  and  took  u s  f or  sp i es  o f  the  c ou nt ry .  
"Bu t  w e  said  t o  h im , 'We are  hones t  m en ;  w e  are  not
sp i es .  

" 'We are  tw e lv e  bro thers ,  sons  o f  ou r  f ather ;  one  i s
no  m ore ,  and  the  you nges t  i s  w i th  ou r  f ather  th i s
day  in  the  l and  o f  Canaan . '  

"Then  the  m an ,  the  l ord  o f  the  c ou nt ry ,  s aid  t o  u s ,
'By  th i s  I  w i l l  know  that  you  are  hones t  m en :  Leav e
one  o f  you r  bro thers  here  w i th  m e,  t ake  f ood  f or  the
f am ine  o f  you r  hou seho ld s ,  and  be  gone .



" ’And  br ing you r  you nges t  bro ther  t o  m e ;  so  I  shal l
know  that  you  are  not  sp i es ,  bu t  that  you  are  hones t
m en .  And  I  w i l l  de l i v er  you r  bro ther  t o  you ,  and  you
m ay t rade  in  the  l and . '"  

Then  i t  hap p ened  as  they  em p t i ed  the i r  s ac k s ,  that
su rp r i s ingly  eac h  m an 's  bu nd le  o f  m oney  w as  in  h i s
sac k ;  and  w hen  both  they  and  the i r  f ather  s aw  the
bu nd les  o f  m oney ,  they  w ere  af raid .

Now the sons related to Jacob all that happened in Egypt (no lies or
deceit this time).  They told him of Simeon's captivity, and the
need to bring Benjamin down with them if they wished to buy
grain again and bring Simeon home.  They explained their shock to
find the money they were to pay for the grain in each one of their
sacks.  The brothers realized the seriousness of the situation, would
they be accused of being thieves?

GEN ES IS  42:36
And  J ac ob the i r  f ather  s aid  t o  them , "You  hav e
bereav ed  m e o f  m y c h i ld ren :  J osep h  i s  no  m ore ,
S im eon  i s  no  m ore ,  and  you  w ant  t o  t ake  Ben j am in
aw ay .   Al l  these  th ings  are  again s t  m e ."

There is much in this one verse that we can learn from.  Jacob was
looking at the things that are seen, rather than at the things
unseen.  He was walking by sight rather than by faith.  It does not
appear that he thought that the Lord had a purpose for all this.

We must remember that even when the circumstances look like
disaster, our God is working His wondrous purposes on our behalf.
We never have to fear that God has let things get out of control.
They may be out of our control, but never His.  God has a higher
purpose, related to our eternal future, for which He is preparing us



through all our difficulties.  “All things” were not against Jacob.  All
things were actually working together for good!  All Jacob had to do
was to "read the next chapter."  God is in control of our
circumstances.

GEN ES IS  42:37-38
Then  Reu ben  sp oke  t o  h i s  f ather ,  s ay ing,  "Ki l l  m y
tw o  sons  i f  I  do  not  br ing h im  bac k  t o  you ;  p u t  h im
in  m y hands ,  and  I  w i l l  br ing h im  bac k  t o  you ."  

Bu t  he  said ,  "M y son  shal l  no t  go  dow n  w i th  you ,  f or
h i s  bro ther  i s  dead ,  and  he  i s  l e f t  al one .   I f  any
c al am i ty  shou ld  bef al l  h im  along the  w ay  in  w h i c h
you  go ,  then  you  w ou ld  br ing dow n  m y gray  hai r
w i th  sorrow  to  the  grav e ."

Reuben promises that he would be responsible for Benjamin if
Jacob would let him go with them.  If anything happened to
Benjamin, Jacob could then kill Reuben's own two sons.  Yet, Jacob
completely refused to consider letting Benjamin go down to Egypt.
He had grieved so bitterly over Joseph that he was not willing even
to think about allowing Benjamin to risk his life.  And, there the
matter was left for the time being.

GEN ES IS  43:1-10
N ow  the  f am ine  w as  s ev ere  in  the  l and .  

And  i t  c am e to  p as s ,  w hen  they  had  eat en  u p  the
grain  w h i c h  they  had  brou gh t  f rom  Egyp t ,  that  the i r
f ather  s aid  t o  them , "Go  bac k ,  bu y  u s  a l i t t l e  f ood ."  

Bu t  J u dah  sp oke  t o  h im , s ay ing,  "The  m an  so l em nly
w arned  u s ,  s ay ing,  'You  shal l  no t  s ee  m y f ac e  u n l es s
you r  bro ther  i s  w i th  you ' ."



" I f  you  send  ou r  bro ther  w i th  u s ,  w e  w i l l  go  dow n
and  bu y  you  f ood .  

"Bu t  i f  you  w i l l  no t  s end  h im , w e  w i l l  no t  go  dow n ;
f or  the  m an  said  t o  u s ,  'You  shal l  no t  s ee  m y f ac e
u n les s  you r  bro ther  i s  w i th  you . '"

And  I s rae l  s aid ,  "Why d id  you  deal  so  w rongf u l l y
w i th  m e as  t o  t e l l  t he  m an  w hether  you  had  s t i l l
another  bro ther ?"  

Bu t  they  said ,  "The  m an  asked  u s  p o in t ed ly  abou t
ou rse l v es  and  ou r  k indred ,  s ay ing,  ' I s  you r  f ather
s t i l l  a l i v e?  Hav e  you  another  bro ther ?'   And  w e t o ld
h im  ac c ord ing t o  these  w ords .   Cou ld  w e  p os s ibly
hav e  know n  that  he  w ou ld  say ,  'Br ing you r  bro ther
dow n '?"

Then  J u dah  said  t o  I s rae l  h i s  f ather ,  "S end  the  l ad
w i th  m e,  and  w e  w i l l  ar i s e  and  go ,  that  w e  m ay  l i v e
and  not  d i e ,  bo th  w e  and  you  and  al so  ou r  l i t t l e
ones .  

" I  m yse l f  w i l l  be  su rety  f or  h im ; f rom  m y hand  you
shal l  r equ i re  h im .  I f  I  do  not  br ing h im  bac k  t o  you
and  se t  h im  bef ore  you ,  then  l e t  m e bear  the  bl am e
f orev er .  

"For  i f  w e  had  not  l i ngered ,  su re ly  by  now  w e w ou ld
hav e  re tu rned  th i s  s ec ond  t im e ."



The famine continued to be severe and, now, the grain the brothers
had brought back from Egypt was gone.  Jacob instructed his sons
to go back to Egypt to buy more food.  Judah urged Jacob to let
them take Benjamin with them.  The governor he feared, would not
even talk to them without Benjamin; he would just believe that
they had lied to him earlier about having another brother, presume
that they were spies, and put them in prison or kill them.

Now Jacob would have to trust his beloved Benjamin to the Lord.
How often do we, as Jacob, complain and become fearful in time of
heavy trial?  Interestingly enough, it is at this point that the name
Israel begins to be used instead of Jacob.  The name had not been
used since Genesis 37:13.  It seems that losing Joseph caused a
struggle once more with the nature of the “old Jacob.”  Perhaps the
faith he stirred in willingness to release of Benjamin meant that
God was once more assuming control.

Judah argued that if they did not go back to get more grain, they
would all die, including Benjamin, and offered himself as a
guarantee for his youngest brother.  He also reminded Jacob that, if
they had not waited so long, they could already have made the trip
to Egypt and back twice.

GEN ES IS  43:11-14
And  the i r  f ather  I s rae l  s aid  t o  them , " I f  i t  m u s t  be
so ,  then  do  th i s :  Take  som e o f  the  bes t  f ru i t s  o f  the
l and  in  you r  v es se l s  and  c arry  dow n  a p resen t  f or
the  m an --a l i t t l e  balm  and  a l i t t l e  honey ,  sp i c es  and
m yrrh ,  p i s t ac h io  nu t s  and  alm onds .  

"Take  dou ble  m oney  in  you r  hand ,  and  t ake  bac k  in
you r  hand  the  m oney  that  w as  re tu rned  in  the  m ou th
of  you r  sac k s ;  p erhap s  i t  w as  an  ov ers i gh t .  

"Take  you r  bro ther  al so ,  and  ar i s e ,  go  bac k  t o  the
m an .  



"And  m ay  God  Alm igh ty  gi v e  you  m erc y  bef ore  the
m an ,  that  he  m ay  re l ease  you r  o ther  bro ther  and
Ben j am in .   I f  I  am  bereav ed ,  I  am  bereav ed !"

Jacob saw the situation and knew that it was out of his hands.  So,
he prepared a gift for the man.  He also reminded them to take
back the bundles of money that had been restored in their sacks on
the first trip, and "double money" for the purchase of grain.  He
then told them to take their brother Benjamin with them to the
man down in Egypt with the prayerful hope and confidence that
God Almighty would overrule in the heart of the man and have
him return both Benjamin and Simeon to them again.  If not, Jacob
was content to leave the matter with God.  Jacob committed
Benjamin into the hands of God.   God often touches that which we
cling to the most.  He wants us to surrender everything to His
control and trust in Him.

GEN ES IS  43:15-25
S o  the  m en  took  that  p resen t  and  Ben j am in ,  and  they
took  dou ble  m oney  in  the i r  hand ,  and  arose  and  w en t
dow n  to  Egyp t ;  and  they  s t ood  bef ore  J osep h .  

When  J osep h  saw  Ben j am in  w i th  them , he  said  t o  the
s t ew ard  o f  h i s  hou se ,  "Take  these  m en  to  m y hom e,
and  s l au gh ter  an  an im al  and  m ake  ready ;  f or  these
m en  w i l l  d ine  w i th  m e at  noon ."

Then  the  m an  d id  as  J osep h  ordered ,  and  the  m an
brou ght  the  m en  in to  J osep h 's  hou se .

N ow  the  m en  w ere  af raid  bec au se  they  w ere  brou gh t
in to  J osep h 's  hou se ;  and  they  said ,  " I t  i s  bec au se  o f
the  m oney ,  w h i c h  w as  re tu rned  in  ou r  sac k s  the  f i r s t
t im e ,  that  w e  are  brou gh t  in ,  so  that  he  m ay  seek  an
oc c as ion  again s t  u s  and  f al l  u p on  u s ,  t o  t ake  u s  as
s l av es  w i th  ou r  donkeys ."



When  they  d rew  near  t o  the  s t ew ard  o f  J osep h 's
hou se ,  they  t al ked  w i th  h im  at  the  door  o f  the  hou se ,

and  said ,  "O s i r ,  w e  indeed  c am e dow n  the  f i r s t  t im e
to  bu y  f ood ;

"bu t  i t  hap p ened ,  w hen  w e c am e to  the  enc am p m ent ,
that  w e  op ened  ou r  sac k s ,  and  there ,  eac h  m an 's
m oney  w as  in  the  m ou th  o f  h i s  s ac k ,  ou r  m oney  in
f u l l  w e igh t ;  so  w e  hav e  brou gh t  i t  bac k  in  ou r  hand .  

"And  w e hav e  brou gh t  dow n  o ther  m oney  in  ou r
hands  t o  bu y  f ood .  We do  not  know  w ho  p u t  ou r
m oney  in  ou r  sac k s ."

Bu t  he  said ,  "Peac e  be  w i th  you ,  do  not  be  af raid .
You r  God  and  the  God  o f  you r  f ather  has  gi v en  you
t reasu re  in  you r  sac k s ;  I  had  you r  m oney ."   Then  he
brou ght  S im eon  ou t  t o  them .  

S o  the  m an  brou gh t  the  m en  in to  J osep h 's  hou se  and
gav e  them  w ater ,  and  they  w ashed  the i r  f ee t ;  and  he
gav e  the i r  donkeys  f eed .  

Then  they  m ade the  p resen t  ready  f or  J osep h 's
c om ing at  noon ,  f or  they  heard  that  they  w ou ld  eat
bread  there .

Now the brothers were on their way to Egypt.  When their arrival
was announced to Joseph, he immediately had them brought into
his presence.  Imagine the emotions Joseph must have felt when he
laid his eyes upon his little brother Benjamin for the first time in
twenty years.  He then gave instructions to prepare a dinner at
noon for the men at which time he would join them.



Since the brothers will still concerned about the money that had
been replaced in their bags, this lavish display of kindness made
them suspicious.  They feared a trap.  Before, they entered Joseph's
house, they told the steward about the discovery of the money in
their bags and explained that it had been returned to them entirely
without their knowledge.

The steward assured them that they needed not fear, because he
himself had received the money from them in payment for the
grain.  They should thank God and the God of their father who
must have mysteriously put the money in their bags.  Simeon was
then released to them.

GEN ES IS  43:26-34
And  w hen  J osep h  c am e hom e,  they  brou gh t  h im  the
p resen t  w h i c h  w as  in  the i r  hand  in to  the  hou se ,  and
bow ed  dow n  bef ore  h im  to  the  ear th .  

Then  he  asked  them  abou t  the i r  w e l l -be ing,  and  said ,
" I s  you r  f ather  w e l l ,  t he  o ld  m an  o f  w hom  you  sp oke?
I s  he  s t i l l  a l i v e?"

And  they  answ ered ,  "You r  s erv an t  ou r  f ather  i s  i n
good  heal th ;  he  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e ."  And  they  bow ed  the i r
heads  dow n  and  p ros t rat ed  them se lv es .  

Then  he  l i f t ed  h i s  eyes  and  saw  h i s  bro ther
Ben j am in ,  h i s  m other 's  son ,  and  said ,  " I s  th i s  you r
you nger  bro ther  o f  w hom  you  sp oke  t o  m e?"  And  he
said ,  "God  be  grac iou s  t o  you ,  m y son ."  

N ow  h i s  hear t  yearned  f or  h i s  bro ther ;  so  J osep h
m ade has t e  and  sou gh t  som ew here  t o  w eep .  And  he
w ent  in to  h i s  c ham ber  and  w ep t  there .



Then  he  w ashed  h i s  f ac e  and  c am e ou t ;  and  he
res t rained  h im se l f ,  and  said ,  "S erv e  the  bread ."  

S o  they  s e t  h im  a p l ac e  by  h im se l f ,  and  them  by
them se lv es ,  and  the  Egyp t i ans  w ho  at e  w i th  h im  by
them se lv es ;  bec au se  the  Egyp t i ans  c ou ld  not  eat  f ood
w i th  the  Hebrew s ,  f or  that  i s  an  abom inat ion  t o  the
Egyp t i ans .

And  they  sat  bef ore  h im , the  f i r s tborn  ac c ord ing t o
h i s  bi r th r i gh t  and  the  you nges t  ac c ord ing t o  h i s
you th ;  and  the  m en  l ooked  in  as ton i shm ent  at  one
another .

Then  he  t ook  s erv ings  t o  them  f rom  bef ore  h im , bu t
Ben j am in 's  s erv ing w as  f i v e  t im es  as  m u c h  as  any  o f
the i r s .  S o  they  d rank  and  w ere  m erry  w i th  h im .

Finally, Joseph arrived.  When they brought him the present, they
bowed themselves before him calling him, "Thy servant our
father."  Again, we are reminded of the fulfillment of Joseph's
dreams.

Joseph then inquired about the welfare of his father and was
moved to tears when he saw his youngest brother, Benjamin.  We
see that Joseph’s heart had remained tender as he embraced the
Lord through his years of difficulty.  

Even natural affection is often destroyed by adversity and
prosperity.  Joseph could have become bitter and hardened.  May
we as Joseph remain tender-hearted through times of difficulty.
When we walk in fellowship with God, we understand His great love
and realize even our most adverse circumstances are working
together for good for us.  God keeps our hearts tender and protects
us from bitterness.  God is in control of our circumstances.



Upon seeing Benjamin, Joseph could no longer hold back his
emotion; he quickly left the room before they could see him
crying.  Finally, he was able to keep his feelings under control and
gave instruction to begin the meal.  Joseph sat apart from his
brothers according to the custom of the land (Egyptians were not
permitted to eat bread with the Hebrews).

There were three tables: one for the Hebrews, one for the Egyptian
guests, and one for Joseph himself.  The brothers noticed
something incredible.  They had been seated in order of age, from
the oldest to the youngest.  

Just a fun little fact:  If one were to do the math, there are no less
than 39,917,000 different orders in which eleven individuals could
have been seated.  They were seated perfectly in order.

Evidently, this man knew more about their family than they
realized.  They also saw that Benjamin was given five times as
much as the others.  Thus, Joseph was deliberately honoring
Benjamin five times as much as the others.  Perhaps he wanted to
see if there was any resentment towards Benjamin.  There was not,
and Joseph was happy with their attitudes.

GEN ES IS  44:1-3
And  he  c om m anded  the  s t ew ard  o f  h i s  hou se ,  s ay ing,
"Fi l l  t he  m en 's  s ac k s  w i th  f ood ,  as  m u c h  as  they  c an
c arry ,  and  p u t  eac h  m an 's  m oney  in  the  m ou th  o f  h i s
sac k .  

"Al so  p u t  m y c u p ,  the  s i l v er  c u p ,  in  the  m ou th  o f  the
sac k  o f  the  you nges t ,  and  h i s  grain  m oney ."  S o  he
d id  ac c ord ing t o  the  w ord  that  J osep h  had  sp oken .



As  soon  as  the  m orn ing daw ned ,  the  m en  w ere  s en t
aw ay ,  they  and  the i r  donkeys .

Joseph commanded the steward to fill his brothers’ sacks with
food, as much as they could carry.  He instructed him to return
their money once again, in the mouth of each sack.  Then the
steward was told to place Joseph’s own personal drinking cup,
made of silver and beautifully ornamented, in Benjamin's sack.  In
the morning, at dawn, the brothers found their donkeys loaded
and ready to go.  And thus they left.

GEN ES IS  44:4-6
And  w hen  they  had  gone  ou t  o f  the  c i t y ,  and  w ere
not  yet  f ar  o f f ,  J osep h  said  t o  h i s  s t ew ard ,  "Get  u p ,
f o l l ow  the  m en ;  and  w hen  you  ov er t ake  them , say  t o
them , 'Why hav e  you  rep aid  ev i l  f or  good?  

' I s  no t  th i s  the  one  f rom  w h i c h  m y lord  d r inks ,  and
w i th  w h i c h  he  indeed  p rac t i c es  d iv inat i on ? You  hav e
done ev i l  i n  so  do ing. '  "  

S o  he  ov er took  them , and  he  sp oke  t o  them  these
sam e w ords .

After the brothers left the city, Joseph ordered his steward to
follow them.  When he had overtaken them, he was to accuse them
of stealing his lord's most cherished possession, the silver cup
from which he drank and which he used for divining the future.
(The Egyptians must have attributed Joseph’s prophetic insight to
his cup of divination.)

GEN ES IS  44:7-13
And  they  said  t o  h im , "Why does  m y l ord  say  these
w ords ? Far  be  i t  f rom  u s  that  you r  s erv an t s  shou ld
do  su c h  a th ing.  



"Look ,  w e  brou gh t  bac k  t o  you  f rom  the  l and  o f
Canaan  the  m oney  w h i c h  w e  f ou nd  in  the  m ou th  o f
ou r  sac k s .  How  then  c ou ld  w e  s t eal  s i l v er  or  go ld
f rom  you r  l ord 's  hou se?

"Wi th  w hom ev er  o f  you r  s erv an t s  i t  i s  f ou nd ,  l e t  h im
d ie ,  and  w e  al so  w i l l  be  m y l ord 's  s l av es ."

And  he  said ,  "N ow  al so  l e t  i t  be  ac c ord ing t o  you r
w ords ;  he  w i th  w hom  i t  i s  f ou nd  shal l  be  m y s l av e ,
and  you  shal l  be  bl am eles s ."  

Then  eac h  m an  sp eed i l y  l e t  dow n  h i s  s ac k  t o  the
grou nd ,  and  eac h  op ened  h i s  s ac k .  

S o  he  s earc hed ,  and  he  began  w i th  the  o ldes t  and  l e f t
o f f  w i th  the  you nges t ;  and  the  c u p  w as  f ou nd  in
Ben j am in 's  s ac k .  

Then  they  t ore  the i r  c l o thes ,  and  eac h  m an  loaded
h i s  donkey  and  re tu rned  to  the  c i t y .

When the steward overtook the brothers and accused them of the
theft, they denied the charge.  They proposed death for the thief
and slavery for the rest of them if the missing cup should be found
in one of their bags.  The steward, offering easier terms, said the
thief alone should be enslaved.  He then started searching the bags,
beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest; the cup
was found in Benjamin’s sack.

Would these same brothers who had sold Joseph into slavery leave
Benjamin to bear the blame of the "theft" and continue on home?
The Lord had been at work in the hearts of these men.  They stood
by Benjamin and returned to Joseph to plea for their brother.  They
who had once sold a brother were now willing to be sold into
slavery rather than give up another brother.



GEN ES IS  44:14-17
S o  J u dah  and  h i s  bro thers  c am e to  J osep h 's  hou se ,
and  he  w as  s t i l l  t here ;  and  they  f e l l  be f ore  h im  on
the  grou nd .  

And  J osep h  said  t o  them , "What  deed  i s  th i s  you  hav e
done?  D id  you  not  know  that  su c h  a m an  as  I  c an
c er t ain ly  p rac t i c e  d iv inat i on ?"

Then  J u dah  said ,  "What  shal l  w e  say  t o  m y l ord ?
What  shal l  w e  sp eak ?  Or  how  shal l  w e  c l ear
ou rse l v es ?  God  has  f ou nd  ou t  the  in iqu i t y  o f  you r
serv an t s ;  here  w e  are ,  m y  l ord 's  s l av es ,  bo th  w e  and
he al so  w i th  w hom  the  c u p  w as  f ou nd ."  

Bu t  he  said ,  "Far  be  i t  f rom  m e that  I  shou ld  do  so ;
bu t  the  m an  in  w hose  hand  the  c u p  w as  f ou nd ,  he
shal l  be  m y s l av e .  And  as  f or  you ,  go  u p  in  p eac e  t o
you r  f ather ."

As they came back to Joseph’s house, he asked them why they had
done such a thing.  How did they expect to get away with such a
crime?  Judah could say nothing in defense of himself or his
brothers except that God was evidently punishing them for some
secret sin they had committed.  Judah proposed that they all
remain in Egypt as Joseph's slaves.

Joseph refused the severe proposal.  He suggested that only
Benjamin stay in Egypt as his slave while the rest of them return to
their aged father.  By giving them this choice, Joseph was
subjecting the brothers to a hard test.  Would they abandon
Benjamin, as they had abandoned Joseph before, or would they
refuse to return to Canaan without their brother?



Even though they were innocent in this particular situation, they
were guilty sinners. Judah and his brothers were deeply burdened
with the enormity of their misdeed in selling Joseph into bondage
20 years ago; now, it was only fitting that they themselves should
also become slaves in Egypt for the rest of their days.

GEN ES IS  44:18-34
Then  J u dah  c am e near  t o  h im  and  said :  "O m y lord ,
p l ease  l e t  you r  s erv an t  sp eak  a w ord  in  m y l ord 's
hear ing,  and  do  not  l e t  you r  anger  bu rn  again s t  you r
serv an t ;  f or  you  are  ev en  l i ke  Pharaoh .  

"M y l ord  asked  h i s  s erv an t s ,  s ay ing,  'Hav e  you  a
f ather  or  a bro ther ?'  

"And  w e said  t o  m y l ord ,  'We hav e  a f ather ,  an  o ld
m an ,  and  a c h i ld  o f  h i s  o ld  age ,  w ho  i s  you ng;  h i s
bro ther  i s  dead ,  and  he  alone  i s  l e f t  o f  h i s  m other 's
c h i ld ren ,  and  h i s  f ather  l ov es  h im . '  

"Then  you  said  t o  you r  s erv an t s ,  'Br ing h im  dow n  to
m e,  that  I  m ay  se t  m y eyes  on  h im . '   

"And  w e said  t o  m y l ord ,  'The  l ad  c annot  l eav e  h i s
f ather ,  f or  i f  he  shou ld  l eav e  h i s  f ather ,  h i s  f ather
w ou ld  d i e . '  

"Bu t  you  said  t o  you r  s erv an t s ,  'Un l es s  you r
you nges t  bro ther  c om es  dow n  w i th  you ,  you  shal l  s ee
m y f ac e  no  m ore . '  

"S o  i t  w as ,  w hen  w e w en t  u p  t o  you r  s erv an t  m y
f ather ,  that  w e  t o ld  h im  the  w ords  o f  m y l ord .  

"And  ou r  f ather  s aid ,  'Go  bac k  and  bu y  u s  a l i t t l e
f ood . '  



"Bu t  w e  said ,  'We c annot  go  dow n ; i f  ou r  you nges t
bro ther  i s  w i th  u s ,  then  w e  w i l l  go  dow n ; f or  w e  m ay
not  s ee  the  m an 's  f ac e  u n l es s  ou r  you nges t  bro ther  i s
w i th  u s . '  

"Then  you r  s erv an t  m y f ather  s aid  t o  u s ,  'You  know
that  m y w i f e  bore  m e tw o  sons ;

'and  the  one  w en t  ou t  f rom  m e,  and  I  s aid ,  "S u re ly
he  i s  t orn  t o  p i ec es " ;  and  I  hav e  not  s een  h im  s inc e .  

'Bu t  i f  you  t ake  th i s  one  al so  f rom  m e,  and  c al am i ty
bef al l s  h im , you  shal l  br ing dow n  m y gray  hai r  w i th
sorrow  to  the  grav e . '  

"N ow  theref ore ,  w hen  I  c om e to  you r  s erv an t  m y
f ather ,  and  the  l ad  i s  not  w i th  u s ,  s inc e  h i s  l i f e  i s
bou nd  u p  in  the  l ad 's  l i f e ,

" i t  w i l l  hap p en ,  w hen  he  s ees  that  the  l ad  i s  not  w i th
u s ,  that  he  w i l l  d i e .  S o  you r  s erv an t s  w i l l  br ing dow n
the  gray  hai r  o f  you r  s erv an t  ou r  f ather  w i th  sorrow
to  the  grav e .  

"For  you r  s erv an t  bec am e su rety  f or  the  l ad  t o  m y
f ather ,  s ay ing,  ' I f  I  do  not  br ing h im  bac k  t o  you ,
then  I  shal l  bear  the  bl am e bef ore  m y f ather  f orev er . '  

"N ow  theref ore ,  p l ease  l e t  you r  s erv an t  rem ain
ins t ead  o f  the  l ad  as  a s l av e  t o  m y l ord ,  and  l e t  the
l ad  go  u p  w i th  h i s  bro thers .  

"For  how  shal l  I  go  u p  t o  m y f ather  i f  the  l ad  i s  not
w i th  m e,  l es t  p erhap s  I  s ee  the  ev i l  that  w ou ld  c om e
u p on  m y f ather ?"



Judah came to Joseph and pleaded for Benjamin, his brother.  With
tenderness and beauty, Judah described the aged father's
unwillingness to let Benjamin go with his brothers to Egypt for
food.  Particularly moving is the description of Jacob's feeling for
his lost, beloved son, Joseph.

Those who had cruelly torn their young brother from their father's
side now plea for mercy and offer themselves as slaves rather than
see Benjamin suffer the same fate as his brother.  

Joseph had been severely tested by the wickedness of his brothers
as well as Potiphar's wife.  Yet, man's designs cannot thwart God's
well laid plans; more often, they contribute to the accomplishment
of His purposes.  May we, as Joseph, remain faithful through
adverse times.  God is faithfully working out His good plan.  God i s
in control of our circumstances.

Puzzles
You will need magazine pictures (or other pretty pictures), sheets
of cardboard or poster board, rubber cement, scissors, and
markers.  Glue several pretty pictures to the sheets of cardboard,
trim the edges neatly, and cut the glued boards into pieces to
create home made puzzles.

In class, mix all the pieces of all the puzzles together and form as
many groups as you have finished puzzles.  Let the class work on
them collectively.

Explain that even when things are a great big mess God can still put
things together.  God is in control of our circumstances.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s grace in
working our circumstances for good.  If there are any children who
have not yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity.




