Story Time - Read the story to the children
Lesson 150: JEREMIAH'S SCROLL
JEREMIAH 36:1-32

The message from the LORD came to Jeremiah. This was during the
fourth year that Jehoiakim son of Josiah was king of Judah. This was the
message from the Lord: "Jeremiah, get a scroll and write on it all the
messages I have spoken to you. I have spoken to you about the nations of
Israel and Judah and all the other nations. Write all the words that I have
spoken to you from the time that Josiah was king, until now. Maybe the
people of Judah will hear what I am planning to do to them and will stop
doing bad things. If they will do that, I will forgive them for the terrible
sins they have committed." So Jeremiah called a man named Baruch son of
Neriah. Jeremiah spoke the messages the LORD had given him. While he
spoke, Baruch wrote the messages on the scroll. Then Jeremiah said to
Baruch, "I cannot go to the LORD'S Temple. I am not allowed to go there.
So I want you to go to the Temple of the LORD. Go there on a day of
fasting and read to the people from the scroll. Read to the people the
messages from the LORD that you wrote on the scroll as I spoke them to
you. Read them to all the people of Judah who come into Jerusalem from
the towns where they live. Perhaps they will ask the LORD to help them.
Perhaps each person will stop doing bad things. The LORD has announced
that he is very angry with them." So Baruch son of Neriah did everything
Jeremiah the prophet told him to do. Baruch read aloud the scroll that
had the LORD'S messages written on it. He read it in the LORD'S Temple.
In the ninth month of the fifth year that Jehoiakim was king, a fast was
announced. All those who lived in the city of Jerusalem and everyone who
had come into Jerusalem from the towns of Judah were supposed to fast
before the LORD. At that time Baruch read the scroll that contained
Jeremiah's words. He read the scroll in the Temple of the LORD to all the
people who were there. Baruch was in the room of Gemariah in the upper
courtyard when he read from the scroll. That room was located at the
entrance of the New Gate of the Temple. Gemariah was the son of
Shaphan. Gemariah was a scribe in the Temple. A man named Micaiah
heard all the messages from the LORD that Baruch read from the scroll.
Micaiah was the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan. When Micaiah heard
the messages from the scroll, he went down to the secretary's room in



the king's palace. All the royal officials were sitting there in the king's
palace. These are the names of the officials: Elishama the secretary,
Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Acbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan,
Zedekiah son of Hananiah; all the other royal officials were there too.
Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read from the scroll.
Then all the officials sent a man hamed Jehudi to Baruch. (Jehudi was the
son of Nethaniah, son of Shelemiah. Shelemiah was the son of Cushi.)
Jehudi said to Baruch, "Bring the scroll that you read from and come with
me." Baruch son of Neriah took the scroll and went with Jehudi to the
officials. Then the officials said to Baruch, "Sit down and read the scroll
to us." So Baruch read the scroll to them. When the royal of ficials heard
all the messages from the scroll, they were afraid and looked at one
another. They said to Baruch, "We must tell King Jehoiakim about these
messages on the scroll." Then the officials asked Baruch, "Tell us, Baruch,
where did you get these messages that you wrote on the scroll? Did you
write down what Jeremiah said to you?" "Yes," Baruch answered.
"Jeremiah spoke, and I wrote down all the messages with ink on this
scroll." Then the royal officials said to Baruch, "You and Jeremiah must go
and hide. Don't tell anyone where you are hiding." Then the royal officials
put the scroll in the room of Elishama the scribe. They went to King
Jehoiakim and told him all about the scroll. So King Jehoiakim sent Jehudi
to get the scroll. Jehudi brought the scroll from the room of Elishama the
scribe. Then Jehudi read the scroll to the king and all the servants who
stood around the king. The time this happened was in the ninth month, so
King Jehoiakim was sitting in the part of the palace used for winter. There
was a fire burning in a small fireplace in front of the king. Jehudi began to
read from the scroll. But after he would read two or three columns, King
Jehoiakim would grab the scroll. Then he would cut those columns of f the
scroll with a small knife and throw them into the fireplace. Finally, the
whole scroll was burned in the fire. And, when King Jehoiakim and his
servants heard the message from the scroll, they were not afraid. They
did not tear their clothes to show sorrow for doing wrong. Elnathan,
Delaiah, and Gemariah tried to talk King Jehoiakim out of burning the
scroll, but he would not listen to them. Instead King Jehoiakim commanded
some men to arrest Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. These
men were Jerahmeel, a son of the king, Seraiah son of Azriel, and



Shelemiah son of Abdeel. But they could not find Baruch and Jeremiah,
because the LORD had hidden them. King Jehoiakim burned the scroll on
which Baruch had written all the words that Jeremiah had spoken to him.
Then this message from the LORD came to Jeremiah: "Get another scroll.
Write all the messages on it that were on the first scroll that King
Jehoiakim of Judah burned. Also tell King Jehoiakim of Judah that this is
what the LORD says: 'Jehoiakim, you burned that scroll. You said, "Why
did Jeremiah write that the king of Babylon will surely come and destroy
this land and kill all the people and animals in it?" So this is what the LORD
says about King Jehoiakim of Judah: Jehoiakim's descendants will not sit
on David's throne. When Jehoiakim dies, he will not get a king's funeral,
but his body will be thrown out on the ground. His body will be left out in
the heat of the day and the cold frost of the night. I will punish
Jehoiakim and his children, and T will punish his officials. I will do this
because they are wicked. I will bring terrible disasters on them and on all
those who live in Jerusalem and on the people from Judah. I will bring all
these bad things on them, just as T warned them, because they have not
listened to me."" Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch
son of Neriah, the scribe. As Jeremiah spoke, Baruch wrote on the scroll
the same messages that were on the scroll that King Jehoiakim had
burned in the fire. And many other words like those messages were added
to the second scroll.



150. JEREMIAH’S SCROLL
(JEREMIAH 36:1-32)

“So I want you to go to the Temple of the LORD. Go there on a day of fasting and read to the
people from the scroll. Read to the people the messages from the LORD that you wrote on the
scroll as I spoke them to you. Read them to all the people of Judah who come into Jerusalem
from the towns where they live.

JEREMIAH 36:6



150. JEREMIAH’S SCROLL
JEREMIAH 36:1-32

MEMORY VERSE:

“It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that | intend to do to them, so
that every one may turn from his evil way, and that | may forgive their iniquity and their
sin." JEREMIAH 36:3

TRUE OR FALSE

1.

The LORD told Jeremiah to take a scroll and write down the words He was going
to tell him. TRUE or FALSE

Jeremiah took the scroll himself to the LORD’s Temple. TRUE or FALSE
Jeremiah told Baruch to read the scroll to the people in the Temple on the day of
fasting. TRUE or FALSE

Jeremiah said that maybe the people would hear the words on the scroll, and
begin sinning even more. TRUE or FALSE

The royal officials told Baruch to come and read the words from the scroll to
them. TRUE or FALSE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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What happened when Baruch read the scroll to the people in the Temple? Who
heard him and asked him to come and read it to them? Was it the royal officials?
Were they afraid when they heard the words from the scroll?

Who did they say they must go and tell about the words in the scroll? Was it King
Jehoiakim?

What did the royal officials tell Baruch and Jeremiah to do?

What would King Jehoiakim do to the scroll every time Jehudi would read some
of the scroll?

Were the people with the king afraid after he burned the scroll?

Did Jeremiah tell Baruch to make another scroll? What did he say would happen
to King Jehoiakim? Was he going to die?



Scrolls of God’s Word

In the days of Jeremiah and Baruch, the people wrote God’s Word down on
parchments or scrolls. You will need as many sheets of parchment paper (8 1/2 x 11
inches are okay) as the number of children in your class, black markers, ribbon, and
scissors that will cut special jagged edges.

Give one sheet of parchment paper, the thicker the better, to each child. Have them
write out today’s memory verse or a similar one on the same theme. (Hebrews 4:12 is
a good verse concerning God’s Word.) For younger children you can print out a verse
to paste on their parchment paper. For added fun, look up what Hebrew alphabet
characters look like and maybe have the kids draw a few of those on their parchment.
Have the children decorate their parchments with markers and other craft supplies.
Next, take the parchment and roll inward from both ends. Roll up the scroll

and tie a small piece of ribbon around it.

PRAYER

Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God preserving His Word and giving it
to us, today, so that we can learn about Him and eternal life. If there are any children
who have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity.



For the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the

division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12
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