Story Time - Read the story to the children
Lesson 80: THE FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID & JONATHAN
1 SAMUEL 20

David escaped from Naioth (which means Prophets Village) in Ramah. Then he
ran to see Jonathan and asked, "Why does your father Saul want to kill me?
What have I done wrong?"

"My father can't be trying to kill you! He never does anything without telling me
about it. Why would he hide this from me? It can't be true!" said Jonathan.
"Jonathan, I swear it's true! But your father knows how much you like me, and
he didn't want to break your heart. That's why he didn't tell you. I swear by
the living LORD and by your own life that I'm only one step ahead of death."
Then Jonathan said, "Tell me what to do, and I'll do it." David answered:
Tomorrow is the New Moon Festival, and I'm supposed to eat dinner with your
father. But instead, I'll hide in a field until the evening of the next day. If Saul
wonders where I am, tell him, "David asked me to let him go to his hometown of
Bethlehem, so he could take part in a sacrifice his family makes there every
year." If your father says it's all right, then I'm safe. But if he gets angry,
you'll know he wants to harm me. Be kind to me. After all, it was your idea to
promise the LORD that we would always be loyal friends. If I've done anything
wrong, kill me yourself, but don't hand me over to your father. "Don't worry,"
Jonathan said. "If I find out that my father wants to kill you, I'll certainly let
you know." "How will you do that?" David asked. "Let's go out to this field, and
I'll tell you," Jonathan answered. When they got there, Jonathan said: I swear
by the LORD God of Israel, that two days from now I'll know what my father is
planning. Of course I'll let you know if he's friendly toward you. But if he wants
to harm you, I promise to tell you and help you escape. And I ask the LORD to
punish me severely if I don't keep my promise. I pray that the LORD will bless
you, just as he used to bless my father. Someday the LORD will wipe out all of
your enemies. Then if I'm still alive, please be as kind o me as the LORD has
been. But if I'm dead, be kind to my family. Jonathan and David made an
agreement that even David's descendants would have to keep. Then Jonathan
said, "I pray that the LORD will take revenge on your descendants if they break
our promise." Jonathan thought as much of David as he did of himself, so he
asked David to promise once more that he would be a loyal friend. After this
Jonathan said: Tomorrow is the New Moon Festival, and people will wonder
where you are, because your place will be empty. By the day after tomorrow,



everyone will think you've been gone a long time. Then go to the place where you
hid before and stay beside the stone Ezel (which means Going-Away Rock). I'll
shoot three arrows at a target off to the side of the rock, and send my servant
to find the arrows. You'll know if it's safe to come out by what I fell him. If it
is safe, I swear by the living LORD that I'll say, "The arrows are on this side of
you! Pick them up!" But if it isn't safe, I'll say to the boy, "The arrows are
farther away!" This will mean that the LORD wants you to leave, and you must
go. But he will always watch us to make sure that we keep the promise we made
to each other. So David hid there in the field. During the New Moon Festival,
Saul sat down to eat by the wall, just as he always did. Jonathan sat across
from him, and Abner sat next to him. But David's place was empty. Saul didn'+t
say anything that day, because he was thinking, "Something must have happened
to make David unfit to be at the Festival. Yes, something must have happened.”
The day after the New Moon Festival, when David's place was still empty, Saul
asked Jonathan, "Why hasn't that son of Jesse come to eat with us? He wasn't
here yesterday, and he still isn't here today!" Jonathan answered, "The reason
David hasn't come to eat with you is that he begged me to let him go to
Bethlehem. He said, 'Please let me go. My family is offering a sacrifice, and my
brother told me I have to be there. Do me this favor and let me slip away to see
my brothers.' "Saul was furious with Jonathan and yelled, "You're no son of
mine, you traitor! I know you've chosen to be loyal to that son of Jesse. You
should be ashamed of yourself! And your own mother should be ashamed that
you were ever born. You'll never be safe, and your kingdom will be in danger as
long as that son of Jesse is alive. Turn him over o me now! He deserves to die
"Why do you want to kill David?" Jonathan asked. "What has he done?" Saul
threw his spear at Jonathan and tried to kill him. Then Jonathan was sure that
his father really did want to kill David. Jonathan was angry that his father had
insulted David so ferribly. He got up, left the table, and didn't eat anything all
that day. In the morning, Jonathan went out to the field to meet David. He took
a servant boy along and told him, "When I shoot the arrows, you run and find
them for me." The boy started running, and Jonathan shot an arrow so that it
would go beyond him. When the boy got near the place where the arrow had
landed, Jonathan shouted, "Isn't the arrow further past you?" Jonathan
shouted to him again, "Hurry up! Don't stop!" The boy picked up the arrows and
brought them back to Jonathan, but he had no idea about what was going on.
Only Jonathan and David knew. Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy and told



him, "Take these back into fown." After the boy had gone, David got up from
beside the mound and bowed very low three times. Then he and Jonathan kissed
each other on the cheek and cried, but David cried louder. Jonathan said, " Take
care of yourself. And remember, we each have asked the LORD to watch and
make sure that we and our descendants keep our promise forever." David left
and Jonathan went back to town.



80. THE FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID & JONATHAN
(1 SAMUEL 20)

"May the LORD be between you and me, and between your descendants
and my descendants forever."
1 SAMUEL 20:42



80. THE FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID & JONATHAN
(1 SAMUEL 20)

MEMORY VERSE:

"May the LORD be between you and me, and between your descendants and my
descendants forever." 1 SAMUEL 20:42

TRUE OR FALSE

1. David ran from Naioth and asked Jonathan why his father Saul wanted to Kill
him. TRUE or FALSE

2. David told Jonathan that he wanted to hide in a field during the Festival of the
New Moon. TRUE or FALSE

3. David told Jonathan that if his father asked where he was to tell him that he
ran away because he was afraid. TRUE or FALSE

4. David told Jonathan if the king was happy that it meant that he was safe, and if
he got angry it meant he wanted to kill David. @£ TRUE or FALSE

5. Jonathan wouldn’t make a promise with David, because he didn’t like him.
TRUE or FALSE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Did Jonathan and David make a promise to always be friends?

Was Jonathan going to tell David whether or not King Saul wanted to kill him?

Did King Saul get angry or was he happy that David wasn'’t at the Festival? So

what did that mean? Did it mean that he wanted to kill David?

Did Jonathan go to the field like he promised? What did he do? Did he shoot

arrows and ask his servant to go and get them?

5. What was supposed to happen if he told his servant that the arrows were way
past where he was? Did that mean that David was supposed to run away?

6. Were David and Saul sad that they had to say goodbye?
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Lesson 80 Craft (Optional)

Braided Belts

For this craft, you will need three strips of cloth or thick yarn, approximately 1” thick
and 2 yards long. You will need three strips for each child.

This craft will teach the children the value of working together

with a friend. Form pairs. Give children each three strips of fabric.

Have one child hold the ends of three of the strips. Show the other

child how to braid the strips and then tie each end. Then have

partners switch roles. When both partners have completed their

braids, show the children how to tie the belts around their waists.

Read Proverbs 17:17 as a class. Explain that friends are people who
become part of our lives, just like these separate pieces of cloth
became part of our belts. God can “knit” our hearts together with
other Christians. Tell your partner one thing you’ll do to be a good
friend this week. God wants us to be faithful friends.

PRAYER

Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to be a faithful friend. Have the children
ask the Lord to help them to choose their friends wisely and be a good friend to
those whom the Lord brings into their lives. If there are any children who have not
yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity.



