
Story Time:   Read the story to the children: 

Lesson 36: THE BURNING BUSH 

Exodus 3:1-4:17 

One day, Moses was taking care of the sheep and goats of his father-in-law 

Jethro, the priest of Midian, and Moses decided to lead them across the desert 

to Sinai, where Horeb, the holy mountain is. There an angel of the LORD 

appeared to him from a burning bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire, but 

it was not burning up. "This is strange!" he said to himself. "I'll go over and see 

why the bush isn't burning up." When the LORD saw Moses coming near the 

bush, he called him by name, and Moses answered, "Here I am." God replied, 

"Don't come any closer. Take off your sandals--the ground where you are 

standing is holy. I am the God who was worshiped by your ancestors Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob." Moses was afraid to look at God, and so he hid his face. The 

LORD said: I have seen how my people are suffering as slaves in Egypt, and I 

have heard them beg for my help because of the way they are being mistreated. 

I feel sorry for them, and I have come down to rescue them from the Egyptians. 

I will bring my people out of Egypt into a country where there is good land, rich 

with milk and honey. I will give them the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. My people have begged for 

my help, and I have seen how cruel the Egyptians are to them. Now go to the 

king! I am sending you to lead my people out of his country. But Moses said, 

"Who am I to go to Pharaoah and lead your people out of Egypt?" God replied, "I 

will be with you. And you will know that I am the one who sent you, when you 

worship me on this mountain after you have led my people out of Egypt." Moses 

answered, "I will tell the people of Israel that the God their ancestors 

worshiped has sent me to them. But what should I say, if they ask me your 

name?" God said to Moses: I am the eternal God. So tell them that "I Am" has 

sent you, because I am the LORD your God, whose name is I Am. This is my name 

forever, and it is the name that people must use from now on. Call together the 

leaders of Israel and tell them that the God who was worshiped by Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob has appeared to you. Tell them I have seen how terribly they 

are being treated in Egypt, and I promise to lead them out of their troubles. I 

will give them a land rich with milk and honey, where the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. The leaders of Israel will 

listen to you. Then you must take them to the king of Egypt and say, "The LORD 

God of the Hebrews has appeared to us. Let us walk three days into the desert, 

where we can offer a sacrifice to him." But I know that the king of Egypt won't 



let you go unless something forces him to. So I will use my mighty power to 

perform all kinds of miracles and strike down the Egyptians. Then the pharaoh 

will send you away. After I punish the Egyptians, they will be so afraid of you 

that they will give you anything you want. You are my people, and I will let you 

take many things with you when you leave the land of Egypt. Every Israelite 

woman will go to her Egyptian neighbors or to any Egyptian woman living in her 

house. She will ask them for gold and silver jewelry and for their finest clothes. 

The Egyptians will give them to you, and you will put these fine things on your 

sons and daughters. You will carry all this away when you leave Egypt.  

Moses asked the LORD, "Suppose everyone refuses to listen to my message, and 

no one believes that you really appeared to me?" The LORD answered, "What's 

that in your hand?" "A walking stick," Moses replied. "Throw it down!" the LORD 

commanded. So Moses threw the stick on the ground. It immediately turned into 

a snake, and Moses jumped back. "Pick it up by the tail!" the LORD told him. And 

when Moses did this, the snake turned back into a walking stick. "Do this," the 

LORD said, "and the Israelites will believe that you have seen me, the God who 

was worshiped by their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." Next, the LORD 

commanded Moses, "Put your hand inside your shirt." Moses obeyed, and when he 

took it out, his hand had turned white as snow--like someone with leprosy. "Put 

your hand back inside your shirt," the LORD told him. Moses did so, and when he 

took it out again, it was as healthy as the rest of his body. Then the LORD said, 

"If no one believes either of these miracles, take some water from the Nile 

River and pour it on the ground. The water will immediately turn into blood."  

Moses replied, "I have never been a good speaker. I wasn't one before you spoke 

to me, and I'm not one now. I am slow at speaking, and I can never think of what 

to say." But the LORD answered, "Who makes people able to speak or makes 

them deaf or unable to speak? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Don't 

you know that I am the one who does these things? Now go! When you speak, I 

will be with you and give you the words to say." Moses begged, "LORD, please 

send someone else to do it." The LORD became irritated with Moses and said: 

What about your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know he is a good speaker. He is 

already on his way here to visit you, and he will be happy to see you again. Aaron 

will speak to the people for you, and you will be like me, telling Aaron what to 

say. I will be with both of you as you speak, and I will tell each of you what to 

do. Now take this walking stick and use it to perform miracles.  

 

 



36. THE BURNING BUSH 
(EXODUS 3:1 – 4:17) 

 
“And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the middle of a bush; and he 

looked and saw that the bush was burning, but it was not burned.”  EXODUS 3:2 



36. THE BURNING BUSH 
(EXODUS 3:1 – 4:17) 

 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”    
JOHN 10:27 
 
TRUE OR FALSE 
 

1. Moses saw a flying eagle on the Holy mountain.      TRUE or FALSE 
2. The Lord told Moses to take off his sandals because the place where he 

was standing was Holy.      TRUE or FALSE 
3. The Lord told Moses that He wanted the Israelites to stay living in Egypt as 

slaves.      TRUE or FALSE 
4. The LORD told Moses that His name was “I see”.    TRUE or FALSE 
5. God told Moses to go and talk to Pharaoh and that He was going to bring 

His people out of Egypt.      TRUE or FALSE 
6. Moses was happy and ready to go to Egypt to see the Pharaoh and tell him 

to let God’s people go.    TRUE  or  FALSE 
 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
 

1. What did God say that His name was? Was it “I AM”? 
2. Was Moses happy that he could go and talk to Pharaoh? Why? 
3. What happened when Moses threw his walking stick on the ground? What 

did it turn into? 
4. What other miracle did God make Moses do? Was it something with his 

hand? What happened? 
5. Who did God say He was going to send to Egypt with Moses?  
6. What did God tell Moses to take to Egypt with him? What was Moses 

supposed to do with his walking stick? 
7. What other miracle did God tell Moses to do if the people still did not 

believe him? Was it something with water? 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



HELP MOSES GET TO THE BURNING BUSH 
 
 

 
 
 



LESSON 36 CRAFT 
 

BURNING BUSH CRAFT 

Materials: 

 1/2 sheet of white or light-colored construction paper or plain white printer 

paper will work also 

 Many pieces/strips of red and yellow tissue paper (pre-torn for younger 

children, 5 and older can tear their own if you prefer to let them - time 

permitting) – It looks more realistic if you tear the paper you can also use red, 

orange and yellow construction paper – just tear long-ways into strips, then 

tear small pieces out to glue to their bushes to look like fire. 

 Crayons, markers, pencils 

 Glue sticks/bottles 

Instructions: 

 Children can trace their own hand onto white paper.  They can also just draw 

a "bush" if they prefer, or use the template provided. 

 Color the branches/trunk brown or draw their own bush or use the template 

 Glue tissue paper pieces randomly to form flames onto "bush" shape 

 Children can also draw other things in their pictures, like rocks, canyons, sand, 

dessert, hills, the sun, clouds, etc., if they like. Let their creativity loose, time 

permitting. 

 
 

PRAYER 
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to trust the Lord in everything. Pray that 
God accomplish His plans and purposes in each life. If there are any children who 
have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity to do so. 



 


