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THE MATRIMONIAL PENAL CODE.
CHAPTER 1.

Introduction.

Whereas it is expedient to provide a special
Penal Code for the. coercion of refractory
kusbands and ethers who dispute the supreme
authority of Woman, it is hereby enacted as
follows;

1. This Aect shall be entitled the ¢ Matri-
monial Penal Code’’ and shall take effect on

all natives of India 1n the married state.

CHAPTER 11.
Definitions.

2. A busband is a piece of moving and
moveable property at the absolute lispusal of a
!

Woman.

Tllustrations.

(a) A trunk or a workbox is not a hushand,
as it is not a moving, though a moveable piece

of property.
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(b) Cattle are not husbands, for though cap-
able of locomotion, they cannot be at the abso-
lute disposal of eany woman, as they often
display a will of their own.

(¢) Men in the married state, having ne

will of their own, are husbands.
3. A wife is a wéman having the right of
property in a husband.

Fixplanation.

The right of property inlcudes the right of
flagellation.

4. “The married state’ is a state of penance
mto which men voluntarily enter for sins com-

mitted in a previous life.
CHAPTER I11.

Of Punishments.

! a
5. The punishments to which offenders arve

liable under the provisions of this Code are :
FirsT, IMPRISONMENT.’

Which may be either within the four walls of
a bed-rodm, or within the four walls‘of a house,
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Jmprisonment 1s of two discriptions, namely,

(1) Rigorous, that 1is, accompanied by
hard words.

(2) Simple.

SECNDLY, Transportation, that is to another
bed-room,

THIRDLY, Matrimonial servitude.

FourTHLY, Forfeiture of pocket-money.

6. ¢ Capital punishment’ under this Code,
means that the wife shall run away to her pa-
ternal root, or 1o some other friendly house,
with the intention of not returning in a hurry.

7. The following punishments are also
provided for minor offences.

Firsr, Contemptuous silence on the part «f
the wite.

SFCONDLY Frowns.

Tuirpry, Tears and lamentatioi..

FourTHLY, Scolding, and abuse.

CHAPTER 1V.

Goeneral Exceptions,

8. Nothing is an offence which is done by
a wife.
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.
9. Nothing is an offence which is done by
a husband 1n obedicnece to the commands of a
wife.
10. No person in the married state shall

be entitled to plead any other circumstances as
grounds of exemption from the provisions ot

the Matrimonial Penal Code.
CHAPTELR V.
Of Abetmoent.

11. A person abets the doing of a matri-
monial offence who

I'irsT, Instigates, pursuades, iaduces, or en-
courages a husband to commit that oftence,

n

SECONDLY, Joins him in the commission ot
that offence, or keeps him company during its
commission.

Explanation.

A man not m the married state or even a
woman, may be an abettor.
¢.

Illustrations.

(a) A the husband of B, and C, an un-

married man, drink togather. Drinking is a
matrimohial offence. C has abetted A.
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(b) A the mother of B, the husband of C,
persuades B to spend money in other ways than
those which C apgproves.

As spending money in such ways is a matri-
monial offence, A has abetfed B.

12. When a man in the married state abets
another man in the mearried state in a matri-
monial offence, the abettor is liable to the same
punishment as the principal. Provided that he
can be so punished only by a competent court.

‘“ Explanation.”

A competent court means the wife having
right of property in the offending husband.

13. Abettors who are females or muale of-
fenders not in the married state are liable to be
punished onlv withscolding, abusey frowns, tears
and lamentations.

CHAPTER VL

Of Offences against the State.
14. “The State’ shall in this Code mean
the marxied state only.
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15. Whoever wages war against his wife
or attempts to wage such war or abets the
waging of such war shall be punished capitaily,
that 1s by separation, or by transportation to
another bed-room and shall forfeit all his pocket
money.

16. Whoever indmces friends or gains over
children to Side with him or otherwise prepares
to wage war with the intention of waging war
against the wife shall be punished by transport-
ation to another bed-room and shall also be
liable to be punished with scolding and with
tears and lamentations.

17. Whoever shall render allegiance to
any woman other than his wite shall be guilty

of mmcontinence:
Explanation.

1. To show the slichtest kmdness to a
vounge woman who is not the wife, 1s to render
such young woman allegiance,

INustration.

A i3 the husband of B, and € is a young
woman. A hkes C’s baby because he 1s a nice
child and gives him buns to eat. A has ren-
dered allvgiance to C |
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Explanation.

2. Wives shall be entitled to imagine of:
fences under this section, and no husband shall
be entitled to be ‘écquitted on the ground that
he bas not committed the offence.

The simple accusation shall always be held
to be couclusive proofeof the offence.

EXPrLANATION.

3. The right of imagining offences under
this section shall be held to belong in generai
to old wives, and to women with old and wugly
husdands; and a young wife shall not be enti-
tled to assume the right unless she can prove
that she has a particnlarly cross temper, or
was brought up a spoilt child or is hersclt
supremely ugly.

18. Whoever is guilty of incontenence shall
be liable to~all the punishments mentioned in
this Code and to other punishmehts not men-
tioned in the Code.

CHAPLER VIL

Of offences relating to the Army and Navy,
19. The army and navy shall in this Code
mean the sons and the daughters and daughters-
in-law, ° \
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20. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny
by a son or a daughter or a daughter-in-law
shall be liable to be punished by scolding and
tears and lamentations.

CHAPTER VIIL.

OF OFFENCES AGAINSTTHE DOMESTIC
TRANQUILLITY.

21.  An assembly of {wo or more husbands
s designated an unlawtul assembly it the
common object of such husbands 1s,

Firsr, To drink as defined below or to
gamble or to commit any other matrimonial
vifence.

SrconDLY, To overawe hy show of authority
their wives from the exercise of the lawful
authority of such wives,

TiiaprLy, To resist the execution of a wife’¥
order.

232. Whocver is a member of an unlawiul
assembly shall be punished by imprisonment
with hard words and shall also be Liable to con-
temptuoks silence or to scolding.
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OF DRINKING WINE AND SPIRITS.

2.3, Any liquid kept in a bottle and taken
m a4 class vessel 18 wine and spirits.

24. Whoever has in his POSSEs310N Wine
and spirits as above defined 1s said to drink,

..
EXPLANATION.

He is said to drink even though he never
touch the liquid himselt.

25. Whoever is guilty of drinking  shall
be punished with imprisonment ol etther des
cription  within the four walls ol 1 hed-roogm
during the .evening hours and shall alro he hable
to scolding,

O RIOTING.
|
26. Whoever §llalL5pt*ztl{ in an uangeentl&
voice to his wife shall be guliy of domestic

rioting. «

27. Whoever is guilty of domestic rioting
shall be punished by contemptuous ‘.Hih:nce or by
scolding*or by tears and lamentations.
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